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Standing right at your door is the

Hottest Summer

But why worry? Veena World has the

Coolest Holidays!

So don’t just stay in...

Step Out

The world is calling, the Himalayas are inviting...
Why haven’t you decided yet?

Chalo, Bag Bharo, Nikal Pado!

Right now, with Veena World, 13 tours are running in Europe, 21in
Japan, 13 in South East Asia, 2 in Australia New Zealand, 14 in
Kerala, 17 in Himachal, 14 in Jammu Kashmir...Across India and the
world, 3600+ guests are already having the time of their lives on
157 tours! You should too. With you is Veena World’s popular Tour
Manager, backed by the entire Veena World team. And yes, most
importantly airfares are soaring, and so are holiday prices. So...

. Don’t Be Late!

Book now and make your well-deserved
holiday truly memorable.

INDIA

Andaman to Amritsar
Kashmir to Kanyakumari
Gujarat to Guwahati

30000+
300000

World

Europe to USA
Australia to Antarctica
Asia to Africa

50000+
1500000

Euro,USD

Forex rates are
rising... Prices
will increase!
Hurry!
Book Today.
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Explore Veena World’s all-inclusive group tours across India and the world at veenaworld.com Choose from Ex-Mumbai departures or Joining & Leaving (J&L} tours from any city in India or abroad. The price chart
below lists: * Ex-Mumbai price (includes airfare, visa & insurance) « J&L price (excludes airfare, visa & insurance). Need help with your J&L travel? Our team is here to assist with flights, visas, and more.

South East Asia

Diverse tour options across India | Australia Africa Far East Asia Europe - Western, Eastern, Northern, Mediterranean

North America South America

Tour Mame Ex-Mumbal| J&L Tour Name Ex-Mumbai JaL Tour Name Ex-Mumbai | J&L Tour Name Ex-Mumbal | J&L Tour Name Ex-Mumbai JEL
Leh Ladakh/Kargll Pangong (70/90) 69K-BOK | 44K-64K | Australia (7D/9D/15D) 225K-515K | 150K-440K | singapore Thalland Malaysia USA East & West Coast+Orlando Multi-Country Europe (6D-150)  T75K-430K | TIOK-350K
Sham Valley Ladakh Trek (70} 77K-87K | S0K-60K | New Zealand (100/150) SToK-495K | 285K-405K | Hong Kong (13D) 252K-262K - & Bahamas Cruise (190) FATK-TETK ﬁEEIH-EAIH Multi-Country Europe (170-270) 465K-695K | 385K-615K
Kashmir (60} SAK-99K | 3I5K-7oK | Australia New Zealand (TD/T7D) 385K-575K | 270K-495K | Singapore Thailand Malaysia (10D) 172K-180K | 132K-MOK | USA+Death Valley & Swiss Paris Amsterdam
: : - - ! = i : | 550K- Brussels (11D} 335K-345K | 265K-275K
Shimla Manali (Murm-Del-Mum) (60) 44K-50K | JIK-41K South Africa Kenya Singapore Malaysia Bali 00D)  197K-207K Yosemite (6D/180) Bf5K-725K ; BEOK-GO0K ) ?
Shimia Manali (Mum-Coarh-Mum) (80) S6K-60K | 41K-45K Victoria Falls (50) 455K-480K - Thailand (4D/6D/8D/15D) SOK-T7TSK | 30K-65K | USA East & West Coast with | Swiss Paris/
Dh haln Dathouss Am 6IK-TOK | 41K-50K South Africa (9D/13D) 240K-360K | 190K-310K | Singapore Thailand (8D) 147K-157K - Chicago & Mational Park (220)  BOOK-825K | 675K-TOOK Sw_rss aﬂ'.i.tshﬂa (80) N 2BEK-FI0K | ZI0K-240K
aramshala usie Amritsan(an) - K (50/8D/12D) T7SK-440K MOK-360K | Hong Kong Macao USA Califorria Carmival with . Swiss Paris Frenr;h Riviera (10D) 305K-315K | 2355K-245K
LUTeiar ‘-"‘DL S6HAOK | 24IC30K | poct of Mauritius (6D) ~ 125K-35K | 85K-95K | Shenzhen (70) 190K-200K | 137K-147K | Death Valley & Yosemite (10D) 432K-452K | 300K-325K | Swiss Austria/ltaly (D) SRS S-2eK
Haridwar Rishikesh (5D) SM-A5K | 30K-35K | Mayritius Seychelles (BD)  250K-275K | 216K-240K | Singapore with Bintan (50)  135K-45K | 109K-T9K | USA East Coast/Chicago (70/30) 280K-330K | T75K-230K ARy e IREREIITY [P
Nainital Mussoorie/Corbett (60/80) S3K-7OK | 42K-60K | mayritius Madagascar (80) 279K-295K = Best of Singapore (50) 27K37K | 104KT4K | USA East & West Coast with Sr~::;:u:a+ |an () iRk | S
Best of Kumaon and Garhwal (10D)  72K-80K | 53K-60K | \jganda Rwanda 8Dy 525000 - Kusla Lumpur Malaysia (40) ~ BOK-65K | 29K-39K | Orfando Disneyland & NASA (5D) S82K-60ZK |4S2K-AT2K | gropeminc GonoD) oy | 2o
Chardham (70/9D,/TD/130) BOK-93K | 52K-B5K | enya Tanzania Best of Bali (70) 125K-135K | 90K-100K | LUSA East & West Coast EW [: n;;ﬁ | ndn{ ) -315k
Sikkim Darjeeing/Pangong (TD/90) ~ 73K-90K | SIK-70K | Zanzibar (i20) 575000 - Thailand (4D/6D/60/150) SOKTISK | 30K-65K | with Chicago (13D) 5420-562K |412K-432K | IO RIS RS dob/st 3I5K-440K | 245K-370K
Assam Meghalaya/Arunachal (70/120) BIK-NISK | B5K-95K | Japan (5D to 17D) T5K-650K | 120K-595K | Phuket Krabi (4D) SIK-62K | 40K-45K | UsA East Coast with Boston & band
I Scandinavia (100/150) 335K-475K | 250K-385K
All of Meghalaya (80) 9IK-100K | 74K-80K | Japan Alpine Route(10D) 400K-425K | 390K-415K | Bangkok Pattaya Vermont (Autumn Colors) (D) 435000 | 315000 s (oot
: ! z : Scandinavia Midnight Sun(i6D) S35K-555K | 455K-475K
Uttar Pradesh (4D/50/80) 30K-70K | 2IK-58K | Japan Explorer (10D) Juned 350K-288K - Ehigfost i (1) 125K135K | SIK100K | Chicago with National Parks(10D) ~ — | 310K-335K A
. o ks p | Scandinavia Icaland (18D) SE5K-530K -
Mathura/Varanasi (50/60/8D)  39K-65K | 30K-53K | China Korea (10D) J00K-325K | 245K-270K | Phuket Krabi (50) e |, = Canada Alaska (18D) BSSK-B7SK |BSSKETSK | -l (90) Aua 3 cghlicsoid | O
. : ;! : : } Hong Kong Macao (5D) 129K-139K | B7K-97K | Bast of Alaska (30) & | 295K-310K ¥
Gujarat (4D/50/7D) 35K-50K | 27K-42K | China Korea Taiwan (14D) 380K-390K | 320K-345K | Hong Kong Macao Shenzhen (7D) 170K-180K | 129K-45K | Best of Canada (D) = | 425K-450K :
: at : Spain Portugal Morocco (60) J75K-400K | 295K-3120K
Karnataka Coorg/Dandeli Best of China (D) TSKABSK | 125K-jEsK | Vietnam (SD/BD/13D) 105-204K s Hawaii Mexico (D) 950000 | 675000 P Gt | Wi
Belur (6D/80) 39K-75K | 30K-63K | Highlights of China (7D)  1SOK-60K | 95K-105K | Vietnam Sapa Phu Quoc (D) 125K-135K = Antarctica (13D) Nov 28 1335000 | TI35000 Viarina Pragoe Budapest
Ooty Kodai Coimbatore (70)  65K-7OK | 54K-59K | Nepal (8D) 83K-931K | BIK-TIK Vietnam Cambodia (D) 200K-205K | - South America (2ID) Sept 26 1350000 | 1075000 Bratislava (80) SEEK-2T0K | 1BOK-195K
Kerala (6D/8D) 39K-65K | 32K-52K | Srilanka (7D) 98K-108K | 72K-B2K Vietnam Bali (120) 200K-210K | - Best of Brazil (8D) = | 425000 Baltic Europe Estonia Latvia
Andaman (70) ToK-82K | 55K-60K | Bhutan (7D/90) 83K-100K BIK-BOK Philippines Manila Cebu (8D) 197000 - Brazil Peru (13D) | B25K-B50K | Lithuania (80) 250K-275K | IBOK-205K
Honeymoon | _ Stud Women's GQIden Bﬂndg BT T 2 G Looking for the perfect gift? nm!:ed
Tours Special nu =, MOEEHQAE ‘Special Veena World Corporate Tours (MICE) _ Speciaioustor | Special Tours "'sé]
Special Tours [ *» Meetings * Incentives « Conferences * Events e e ) . just the way you like it!

Ask us for exclusive tours

designed specially for your
group of family and friends.

veenaworld.com
Call: 1800 313 5555

All group tours are Ex-Mumbai. Tour price is per parson and on twin sharing basis. These bour prices are nett and no discount is applicable, At tHhs fimer fr"" i
narme of 'Vieena Patil Hospitaliy Pyt Lbd.! Mo cash transactions at Vesna \World. Government taxes apply. Any increase in YO/ YR taxes, alrport daxeds,
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Group tour price includes return airfare (Ex-Mumbai), transport, accommodation, all meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner,
sightseeing with entrance fees, driver-guide tips, services of a Tour Manager, VISA fee (except for Free Visa Countries | i rachira India. and the
& USA) and travel insurance®. J&L tours exclude airfare, visa & insurance. USA tours are for valid USA visa holders.
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Plan conferences, gala dinners, award functions, : 1

team-building activities and more for your organisation.
We also organise study tours for schools/colleges, tours f
t Applications invited for

for clubs & associations, destination weddings and a lot more!
| Sales Partners/Agents across
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Veena World Gift Cards

now availablet
Sedit foi Brapling

e

USA
WhatsApp om: 887 997 9733

Scan for your v
S arast Voana Word Monday-Saturday 10 to 7 VEENA WORLD
Sales Office travel@veenaworld.com Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life.

i3, tour price o be paid in full INR by U PI/NEFT/RTGS/Cheque, in the
VIGM ey, suichi q-— i aivy ) willl have to be borne by the travellers. TRC apply.
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OVER 10,000 POLICE AND SECURITY PERSONNEL DEPLOYED TO ENSURE MULTI-LAYERED SECURITY Artemls II returns tOda

Islamabad turns into fortress for Pacific splashdown to cap

Sajjad Hussain
Islamabad, April 10

PAKISTAN'S INTERIOR min-
ister Mohsin Naqvion Friday re-
viewed the security arrange-
mentsinIslamabad ahead of the
arrival of the Iranian and US del-
egationsfor peacetalksaimedto
end the conflict in West Asia.

The US and Iran agreed to a
two-week conditional ceasefire
on Wednesday, followed by a
face-to-face meeting in Islama-
bad to settle the differences and
convert the ongoingtruceintoa
lasting peace.

According to official
sources, delegates from the
United States and Iran are ex-
pected to arrive by tonight to
participate in the talks over the
weekend, for which more than
10,000 security personnel have
been deployed in Islamabad.
However, no official statement
hasbeenissued by the Pakistan
authorities on the arrival of the
delegates yet.

Nagqvi said that "hosting the
US-Iran talks in Islamabad after
the ceasefire is an honour for
Pakistan" and directed that all
possible measures be taken for
hospitality and security of thein-
coming delegations.

He was informed that the
RedZone had beensealedand a

Trump’s Gaza
board faces
cashcrunch

Reuters
Jerusalem, Cairo, April 10

DONALD TRUMP'S Board of
Peace has received only a tiny
fraction of the $17 billion
pledged for Gaza, preventing
the US president from pushing
ahead with his plan for the shat-
tered Palestinian enclave's fu-
ture, sources told Reuters.

Ten days before US-Israeli
attacks on Iran plunged the re-
gion into war, Trump hosted a
conference in Washington that
saw Gulf Arab states pledge bil-
lions for the governance and re-
construction of Gaza after a
two-year pulverisation by Is-
rael.

The plan envisages large-
scale rebuilding of the coastal
enclave after the disarmament
of Palestinian militant group
Hamas - whose attacks on Is-
rael triggered the assault on
Gaza-and thewithdrawal of Is-
raeli troops. The funding
pledges were also meant to pay
for the activities of a nascent
National Committee for the Ad-
ministration of Gaza (NCAG), a
U.S.-backed group of Palesti-
nian technocrats intended to
assume control of Gaza from
Hamas.

One of the sources, a person
with direct knowledge of the
peace board’s operations, said
that out of ten countries who
pledged funds, only three —
the United Arab Emirates, Mo-
rocco, and the US itself — had
contributed funding.

The source said funding so
far wasunder $1billion, but did
not give more details. The Iran
war “has affected everything,”
exacerbating previous funding
difficulties, the source said.

NCAG could not enter Gaza
due toboth funding and secur-
ity issues, the source added.
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peace ta]ks betweenIranand

A police officer stands guard while others attend a briefing prior to their deployment to ensure security

ahead of the US-Iran ceasefire negotiations, in Islamabad on Friday. A

control room established in the
Ministry of Interior to monitor
the situation.

As part of security measures,
a large-scale grand combing
search operation was carried out
indifferentareas ofIslamabad at
the direction of the Inspector
General of Islamabad.

Police also set up special
checking points atthe entrances
and exits of the city, while all pa-

trol units and special squads are
patrolling throughout the city,
and police are taking all possible
measures to protect thelivesand
property of citizens.

Despite uncertainty, Pakis-
tan geared up to host the two
sides.Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar on Friday announced
"Visa on Arrival" for delegates
and journalists travelling to

Pakistan for talks.

"Pakistan welcomes all del-
egates, including journalists
from participating nations,
travelling in relation to the Isla-
mabad Talks 2026. To this end,
all airlines are requested to per-
mitboardingtoall such individ-
ualswithoutavisa. Immigration
authorities in Pakistan will issue
them Visa on Arrival," Dar
posted on social media Friday

morning.

A thick security blanket
covered the capital, Islamabad,
which was on 'red alert' ahead
of talks.

More than 10,000 police
and security personnel have
been deployed to ensure multi-
layered security for the visiting
delegates, officials said.

The Red Zone, housing key
buildings, is being protected by
the army and the Rangers, and
only authorised officials and
residents are allowed to go
throughit.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvireviewed the security ar-
rangements in Islamabad
ahead of the arrival of the Ira-
nian and US delegations.

Nagqvidirected that all poss-
ible measures be taken for the
security of the incoming del-
egations. He was told that the
Red Zone had been sealed, and
a control room had been estab-
lished in the ministry to moni-
tor the situation.

Police also set up special
checkpoints at the entrances
and exits of the city, while all
patrol units and special squads
are patrolling throughout the
city, and police are taking all
possible measures to protect
the lives and property of
citizens.  PTIWITHAP INPUTS

Melania Trump denies any connection
to disgraceful’ Epstein, seeks end to ‘lies’

Bo Erickson
Washington, April 10

FIRST LADY Melania Trump
denied on Thursday that she
had any relationship with Jef-
frey Epstein and said she was
notone of his victims, thrusting
the Epstein matter backintothe
spotlight after her husband had
sought to put it behind him.

She denied online specula-
tion that the disgraced finan-
cier and sex offender had intro-
duced her to Donald Trump,
saying she had met her hus-
band at a New York City party
in 1998, two years before cross-
ing paths with Epstein at
another event she attended
with Trump.

She also urged Congress to
hold public hearings for Epstein
victimstotell their storiesunder
oath, raising the prospect of
further public attention on an
issue the president wants to go
away. "The lies linking me with
the disgraceful Jeffrey Epstein
need to end today," Melania
Trump said, reading a state-
ment and declining to take
questions from reporters.

“Iam not Epstein's victim,”
she said, responding to what

—

First lady Melania Trump speaks to reporters at the White House . p1i

she said were false smears
against her.

Her extraordinary address,
delivered under the presiden-
tial seal in the White House
foyer, renews scrutiny of the Ep-
stein case that has roiled Don-
ald Trump's presidency aseven
some supporters say hisadmin-
istration mishandled disclo-
sures from government files.

Last week, the president
fired Attorney General Pam
Bondi, who had drawn theire of
Trump loyalists over the Justice
Department's slow release of
millions of Epstein-related files.

Trump, a onetime friend of

Epstein who said he cut ties
with the financier in the early
2000s, isamong many famous
people - celebrities, politicians
and intellectuals- named inthe
government files.

Melania Trump did not say
why she chose to speak out on
Thursday, resurrecting anissue
that had largely slipped from
the headlines amid the U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran.

But Marc Beckman, her sen-
ior adviser said in a statement:
"First Lady Melania Trump
spoke out now because enough
isenough. The lies must stop."

A spokesperson for the first

lady said Trump's aides were
made aware of her plans for
Thursday's statement.

While first ladies have occa-
sionally addressed the nationon
political issues, Melania Trump's
statement was exceptional.

“A first lady in contempor-
ary times has not publicly ad-
dressed controversy in thisway,
and certainly never from the
state floor of the White House,
so this took guts,” said Michael
LaRosa, former press secretary
to first lady Jill Biden.

“Melania is very intentional
and deliberative on the fre-
quency of her appearances, and
I think this event is going to
speaksoloudly thatIdon'tthink
she will need to address this
again,” LaRosa added.

Melania Trump said she
first "crossed paths" with Ep-
steinin2000 at an event she at-
tended with Donald Trump,
five years before their marriage.

"At the time, I had never
met Epstein and had no knowl-
edge of his criminal undertak-
ings," she said. Epstein was
facing federal charges of sex-
trafficking minors in 2019,
when he died injail in what was
ruled a suicide. REUTERS

Drone strike hits wedding in Darfur, at least 30 killed

Associated Press
Cairo, April10

A DRONE strike on a town in
Sudan’s Darfur region hit a
wedding party, killing at least
30 civilians, includingwomen
and children, the United Na-
tions said Thursday.

Stephane Dujarric, spokes-
person for the UN’s secretary-
general, said during a briefing

| that the wedding ceremony

was in the town of Kutum in
North Darfur.

The sstrike isthelatestinan
intensifying dronefare be-
tween the army and the para-
military Rapid Support Forces,
who have been at war since
April 2023. The nearly three-
year conflict in Sudan killed
more than 40,000 people, ac-
cording to UN figures, but aid
groups say the true number
could be much higher.

The Emergency Lawyers, a
local rights group, and Resis-
tance Committees in el-
Fasher, a grassroots group
tracking the war, blamed the
Wednesday attack on the Su-
danese Armed Forces in state-
ments released on Thursday
on social media.

“We condemn this and all
attacks against civilians. At-
tacks using drones against ci-
vilians and civilian objects are

unacceptable,” said Dujarric of
the attack.

The army did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for
comment.

The Emergency Lawyers
previously said the “recurring
pattern” of drone attacks by
the warring parties since
March in the provinces of
South Kordofan, Blue Nile,
East, Central and South Darfur
displaced more people.

Marcia Dunn
Houston, April 10

THEIR DRAMATIC grand fi-
nale fast approaching, Artemis
Il’s astronauts aimed for a
splashdown in the Pacific on
Friday to close out humanity’s
first voyage tothe moon in more
than half a century.

The tension in Mission Con-
trol mounted as the miles
melted away between the four
returningastronauts and Earth.

All eyeswere on the capsule’s
life-protecting heat shield that
has to withstand thousands of
degrees during reentry. On the
only other test flight of the
spacecraft — in 2022, with no
one on board — the shield’s
charred exterior came back
looking as pockmarked as the
moon. Commander Reid Wise-
man, pilot Victor Glover, Chris-
tina Koch and Canada’s Jeremy
Hansen were on track to hit the
atmosphere traveling Mach 32
— or32timesthespeed of sound
— a blistering blur not seen
since NASA's Apollo moonshots
of the 1960s and 1970s.

They didn’t plan on taking
manual control except in an
emergency. Their Orion cap-
sule, dubbed Integrity, is com-
pletely self-flying.

Like so many others, lead
flight director Jeff Radigan an-
ticipated feeling some of that “ir-
rational fear that is human na-
ture,” especially during the six
minutes of communication
blackout preceding the opening
ofthe parachutes. The recovery
ship USS John P Murtha

Putindeclares
ceasefirein
Ukrainefor
Orthodox Easter

Associated Press
Moscow, April10

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladi-
mir Putin on Thursday declared
a 32-hour ceasefire in Ukraine
over the Orthodox Easter week-
end, following an earlier call
from Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy for a pause
in some of the hostilities to ob-
serve the holiday.

Putin’s decree, released by
the Kremlin, orders Russian
forces to observe a ceasefire
startingon 4 p.m. Saturday and
lasting until the end of Sunday.

Zelenskyy proposed earlier
in the week that each side stop
targeting each other’s energy
infrastructure over the holiday,
saying he made the offer
through the United States,
which hasbeen mediating talks
between delegations from Mos-
cow and Kyiv as Russia’s in-
vasion stretchesinto afifth year.

There was noimmediate re-
action from Kyiv to Putin’s an-
nouncement.

Previous attempts to secure
ceasefires have had little or no
impact. Putin unilaterally de-
clared a 30-hour ceasefire last
Easter, but each side accused
the other of breaking it.

The Kremlin statement an-
nouncing the ceasefire said
that “orders have been issued
for this period to cease hostil-
ities in all directions,” adding
that “troops are to be prepared
to counter any possible provo-
cations by the enemy, aswell as

| any aggressive actions.”

US NASA’s lunar comeback

The Artemis Il mission crew held a news conference from the Orion
spacecraft as Canadian Space Agency (CSA) astronaut Jeremy
Hansen said he saw things he “had never evenimagined”. Ap

awaited the crew’sarrival, along
with a squadron of military
planes and helicopters.

The last time NASA and the
Defense Department teamed up
for a lunar crew’s reentry was
Apollo17in1972. Artemis IIwas
projected to come screaming
back at 34,965 feet (10,657
meters) per second — or 23,840
mph (38,367 kph) —notarecord
but still mind-bogglingly fast be-
foreslowingtoa19 mph (30 kph)
splashdown.

Launched from Florida on
April1, the astronautsracked up
one win after another as they
deftly navigated NASA’s long-
awaited lunar comeback, the
first major step in establishinga
sustainable moon base.

ArtemisIIdidn’tland onthe
moon or even orbit it. But it
broke Apollo 13’s distance rec-
ord, making Wiseman and his
crew the farthest that humans
have everjourneyed from Earth

* BRIEFLY

when they reached 252,756
miles (406,771 kilometers). Then
inthe mission’s most heart-tug-
gingscene, the teary astronauts
asked permission to name a pair
of craters after their moonship
and Wiseman’s late wife, Carroll.

During the record-breaking
flyby, they documented scenes
of the lunar far side never seen
before by the naked eye and sa-
vored a total solar eclipse cour-
tesy of the cosmos thanks to
theirlaunch date. Theeclipse, in
particular, “just blew all of us
away,” Glover said.

Their sense of wonder and
love awed everyone, as did
their breathtaking pictures of
the moon and Earth. The Arte-
mis II crew channeled Apollo
8’s first lunar explorers with
Earthset, showing our blue
marble setting behind the gray
moon. It was reminiscent of
Apollo 8’s famous Earthrise
shot from 1968. AP

UNITED KINGDOM

Prince Harry sued by charity he
setup to honour Princess Diana

A CHARITY co-founded by Prince
Harryin Africatohonor hislate
mother, Princess Diana, has sued
him for defamation. Sentebale,
which supports young peopleliving
with HIVin Botswana and Lesotho,
filed suitlastmonthin London’s
High Court, accordingto courtrec-
ordsreviewed Friday. Online filings
show Harry and his friend, Mark
Dyer, atrustee at the charity, are

being sued for eitherlibel or slander.

Prince Harry

Nodocuments were available. Dis-

agreements at the charity surfaced
in2023 over anew fundraising strategy. Harry and Prince
Seeiso of Lesotho, co-founders of the charity, stepped down

as patronsin March2025. AP

NEPAL

Ruby Kumari of
SSP elected
deputy speaker

RUBY KUMARI Thakur of
the Shram Sanskriti Party
wason Friday elected the
deputy speakerto Nepal's
House of Representatives
with the backing of the rul-
ing Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP). The majority ofthe
lawmakers endorsed a pro-
posal to elect Thakur, 25, as
deputy speaker. Speaker Pra-
sad Aryal, whowaselectedto
the postlast week represent-
ingthe RSP, announced her
victory. Earlier, a proposal to
elect Saraswati Lama ofthe
RPPasdeputy speaker was
rejected by amajority ofthe
lawmakers.PTI

CHINA

Will not tolerate
independence
for Taiwan: Xi

CHINA WILL “absolutely not
tolerate" independence for
Taiwan, which isthe chief
culpritinundermining
peaceinthe Taiwan Strait,
President Xi Jinping told the
island's oppositionleaderon
Friday, calling for efforts to
advance "reunification".
ChengLi-wun, chairwoman
of Taiwan's largest opposi-
tion party, the Kuomintang
(KMT),isin Chinaonwhat
she has called a peace
missiontoreducetensions
atatime when Beijing has
stepped up military pressure
againsttheislandit claims as
itsterritory. REUTERS

e KABUKI SHOWCASES GUT-WRENCHING STORIES ABOUT BRAVE SAMURAI WHO ASSUME A HIDDEN IDENTITY TO AVENGE AN INJUSTICE

What'sinaname?It’s successmn legacy and celebration in Japan’s Kabuki theatre

Yuri Kageyama
Tokyo, April 10

HANDING DOWN a name over
generations is a central part of
the Japanese traditional the-
ater art of Kabuki, and that cer-
emony gets celebrated at the-
aters and special events every
few years.

Now, the ritual is taking
place with the eighth Kikugoro,
who is having that honor
passed down from his 83-year-
old father, the seventh Kiku-
goro, whointurn got that name
from his father.

“Taking on the name is
about taking on the spirit and
responsibility that’s created
and getting passed down over

generatlons by those who came
before us,” the younger Kiku-
goro, Kazuyasu Terajima, told
reporters recently.

“Thejob of the Kabuki actor
istocarryonand developinthe
present what we have inherited
from our predecessors and
make sure it gets passed on to
those who come after us.”

Another famous family
name in Kabuki is Danjuro,
whose name succession for the
13th Danjuro happened in 2022.

Kabuki, dating to the 1600s,
is still very much alive in mod-
ern-day Japan. The hit film
“Kokuho,” nominated for this
year’s Oscars in makeup and
hairstyling, is one proof of
Kabuki’s continuing popular-

ity, becoming the biggest gross-
ing live-action movie for the
home market in Japanese film-
making history.

Kabuki showcases gut-
wrenching stories about brave
samurai who assume a hidden
identity to avenge an injustice,
or a beautiful maiden who
turnsinto aserpent, combining
live music, dance and song
with stylized acting — with all
the roles played by men, wear-
ingcolorful costumes and plas-
tered makeup.

he Kabuki actors specializ-
ing in women roles are called
“onnagata,” while others like
Kikugoro play both men and
women.

What often strikes West-

Kabuki actor Kikunosuke Onoe, centre, performs during the
opening ceremony of Osaka Expo. A

erners about Kabuki is the utter
abandonment of any attempt
to portray reality, as things
might appear on the surface, or

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

how people might behave nat-
urally. The actors strike dra-
matic poses called “mie” in the
middle of their lines to drive

home the idea of courage or
flight from pursuit. Experts
refer that moment to convey-
ing a picture, a moment often
accentuated by the rhythmical
clatter of two pieces of wood,
which are like claves.
Theactors’lines are often de-
livered in singsong poetry. The
live music is an integral part of
the play in setting the scene,
with thunderous giant drums
evoking thunder or, when
played more softly, gently falling
snow. Tinkling bells might por-
tray floating butterflies.
Thebackdropisarevolving
spectacular set, such as cherry
trees showering pink paper
petals. Pieces may have el-
ements of acrobatics, such as

an actor playing a fox, dancing
with joy, suspended by wires
from the ceiling.

One of the fun aspects of Ka-
buki is the costume and char-
acter changesthat happen right
on stage before the audience,
transforming a human char-
acter into a demon, for in-
stance, sometimes with the
help of stagehands cloaked in
anonymous black costuming
called “kurogo.”

Yet the parallels with Shake-
spearean theater are stark. One
popular play, “The Love Suicides
at Sonezaki,” is about young
lovers who choose to die to-
gether,aRomeo and Juliet of Ka-
buki. The parallels are coinci-
dental. Chikamatsu

Monzaemon, who wrote the
piece for Japan’s Bunraku pup-
pettheater, lived duringJapan’s
18th century isolationist Toku-
gawa period and is believed to
have never read Shakespeare,
whohad penned the similarlove
story decades before Chika-
matsu. For the new Kikugoro,
the 48-year-old Terajima, it’s a
role he was born into like his
predecessors. He has trained
from childhood, but stressed he
has no qualms or hesitation
about having been destined
from birth to be Kikugoro.

“I totally adored and ad-
mired my predecessors,” he
said at the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club in Tokyo last
month. AP
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IRANIAN, AMERICAN NEGOTIATORS TO MEET FOR FIRST ROUND OF FORMAL TALKS

Alleyes on Islamabad today: Will extend

open hand, butdon’tplay us, says Vance

Who is Bagher Ghalibat,
soldier-technocrat, can
he deliver a deal in Pak?

Ahead of talks,
Trump complains
about Tehran’s
handling of key
shipping channel

Michelle L Price
& Aamer Madhani
Washington, April 10

VICE PRESIDENT J D Vance
Friday warned Iran not to “play”
the US ashe headed overseas for
negotiations aimed at ending
their war.

President Donald Trump
has tasked the member of his
inner circle, who has seemed to
be the most reluctant defender
ofthe conflict with Iran, tonow
find aresolution to the war that
began six weeks ago and stave
off the US President’s astonish-
ingthreat towipe outits “whole
civilization.”

Vance, who has long been
skeptical of foreign military in-
terventions and outspoken
about the prospect of sending
troops into open-ended
conflicts, set off Friday to lead
mediated talks with Iran in Is-
lamabad.

Boarding Air Force Two on
his way to Pakistan, the Vice
President said, “We’re looking
forward to the negotiation. I
think it’s gonna be positive.
We'll of course see.”

He cited Trump in saying,
“If the Iranians are willing to
negotiate in good faith, we’re
certainly willing to extend the
open hand.” But he added, “If
they’re gonna try and play us,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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US Vice President J D Vance boards Air Force Two for talks with Iran in Pakistan, Friday. ReuTers

Deep concern over civilian casualties:
India on Lebanon under Israeli fire

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, April 10

IN A move aimed at restoring
the diplomatic balance be-
tween Israel and Iran, India Fri-
day expressed “deep concern”
over the large number of civil-
ian casualties in Lebanon and
underlined that “observing in-
ternational law, and respecting
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of states is essential”.

This is a significant state-
ment from Delhi given that its
position has been seen favour-
ing Israel ever since the Israeli
offensive in Gazain 2023 which
later expanded to Lebanon, tar-
geting Hezbollah.

It is aimed at restoring the
balance with Iran, the benefac-

tor of the Lebanese government
and Hezbollah over the last sev-
eral decades. The latest Israeli
strikes on Lebanon, considered
to be the most intense targeting
of civilians in years, is threaten-
ing the US-Iran ceasefire an-
nouncement.

India has high stakes in the
reopening of the Strait of Hor-
muzwhichisbeingtightly con-
trolled by Iran - eight Indian
vessels have transited the strait
in the last six weeks. The Em-
bassy of India in Tehran has so
far facilitated movement of
2,180 Indian nationals from
Iran to Armenia and Azerbaijan
for onward travel to India, in-
cluding 981 Indian students
and 657 Indian fishermen.

On Friday, Randhir Jaiswal,

In 44 West Bengal seats, voter
deletions in SIR adjudication
exceed margins in 2021 polls

DECISION

2026
WEST BENGAL

Damini Nath & Jatin Anand
New Delhi, April 10

WITH electoral rolls for West
Bengal’s two-phased Assembly
elections finalised, Election
Commission (EC) data shows
more electors have been deleted
during the Supreme Court-
monitored adjudication process
in 15% of 293 constituencies
than the winning margin in
those seats in the 2021 polls.
While the state has 294 con-
stituencies, in one, Dinhata, the
BJP secured its win with postal
ballots as it wasbehind the TMC
in the EVM count. For the pur-
pose of this analysis, that one
seat has been left out as the SIR
covered the electors who will

While TMC won 24 of these
constituencies, BJP bagged 20

g

i

People whose names have been deleted fill up forms outside
Rabindra Bhawan in Nadia’s Krishnanagar, Friday. PARTHA PAUL

vote on EVMs, not service elec-
tors who vote via postal ballot.
Of the 44 Assembly consti-
tuenciesthat have seen a higher
deletion of electors at the ad-
judication phase compared to
the winning margins last time,

the TMCwon 24 and the BJP20.
Most of these seats are in
Purba Bardhaman, Paschim
Bardhaman, and Nadia dis-
tricts at five each, followed by
four each in North 24 Parganas
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

spokesperson for the Ministry
of External Affairs, said, “We are
deeply concerned by reports of
a large number of civilian

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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A billboard comes up in Islamabad ahead of the US-Iran talks on
Saturday; (below) Iran Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf. reuters

C.RajaMohan
New Delhi, April 10

MOHAMMAD BAGHER Ghali-
baf, Speaker of Iran’s parlia-
ment and widely viewed as a
“pragmatic hardliner” has
emerged as a consequential
political figure
with the risky
mandate to ne-
gotiate peace
with the United
States. For any
Iranian leader,
engaging an adversary de-
nounced for decades as the
“Great Satan” and one that has
inflicted significant military
damage on Iran until
early this week, is no easy task.

The fragile political context
of the US-Iran talks in Islama-
bad is evident in the last 48
hours with continuing tensions

L.

After Amma died, my
smile faded, itis now
beginning to return
(with Stalin): OPS

DECISION

2026
TAMILNADU

Arun Janardhanan
Bodinayakkanur (Theni),
April10

ON AN interiorlane in the town
of Bodinayakkanur in Theni
district, in a newly built three-
storey house, a stream of visi-
tors — local DMK leaders,
former AIADMK loyalists, and
clusters of young strategists
with laptops and booth maps —
move in and out of rooms that
humwith quiet urgency. Atthe
centre sits three-time Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister O Pan-
neerselvam, or OPS as he is
popularly known.

OPS is attempting some-
thing that would once have

| seemed improbable: seeking

. EXPRESS
Interview

s ARUN JANARDHANAN

OPANNEERSELVAM
FORMER CM OF TAMILNADU

another term from his strong-
hold, this time under the
banner of the DMK, a rival for
decades. He appears slightly
uneasy at first. Having woken
fromabrief, post-lunch nap, he
adjusts his seat, smiles faintly,
the familiar red-and-white
streaks of sacred ash and kum-
kum marking his forehead, and
getsready to take the questions.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

over Israeli attacks on Lebanon,
mixed messages on the negoti-
ating framework, and last-min-
ute uncertainty over Tehran’s
participation.

US Vice President JD Vance
is on his way and if the talks
take place, that very fact will
mark an important step for-
ward. Strategic ambiguity,
counter-intuitively, isuseful in
finding creative openings in
complex negotiations. That
Donald Trump has dispatched

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2 |
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Singed by cash at
home scandal, Justice
Varma quits, ending
impeachment process

Apurva Vishwanath
& Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, April 10

JUSTICE YASHWANT Varma,
judge of the Allahabad High
Court, who is facing impeach-
ment proceedings over the al-
leged discovery of burnt cash
from his Delhi residence last
year, has resigned from office.

With Justice Varma’s resig-
nation —via a letter addressed
to President Droupadi Murmu
— the investigation by a Lok
Sabha committee under the
Judges Inquiry Act, 1968 also
comes to an end, preventing
what could have been the first
impeachment of a judge of a
constitutional court.

“While I do not propose to
burden your august office with
the reasons which have con-
strained me to submit this mis-
sive, itiswith deep anguish that
I hereby tender my resigna-
tion...,” he wrote to the Presi-
dent. “It hasbeen an honour to
serve in this office,” he said.

Happening
today

®THE ARTEMIS Il crew, which
broke the record for the farthest
human spaceflight at 252,756
miles (406,771km), is on their
journey back to Earthand is pre-
paring for a splashdowninthe
Pacific Ocean off the coast of
San Diego. All eyes were on cap-
sule’s life-protecting heat shield.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

| INSIDE

Burnt cash was allegedly found
following afire at Justice
Yashwant Varma’s residence

in New Delhi last year

He also sent a copy of the
letter to Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant.

Uponresignation, ajudgeis
entitled to the same pensionary
benefits as a judge who super-
annuates from service. Justice
Varmawas duetoretire in 2031.

With his resignation, the fu-
ture course of action over allega-
tionslevelled against him enters
uncharted territory. Legal ex-
perts said that resignation is a
step towards foreclosing a poss-
ibleimpeachment motion.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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AIMIM SEVERS
TIES WITH KABIR
AFTER ‘RS 1,000

' CRORE DEAL’ CLIP

Rubio set to visit India next month
as Washlngton Delhi reset ties

Will take partin
Quad foreign
ministers meeting

Shubhajit Roy & Divya A
New Delhi, April 10

SIGNALLING INCREMENTAL
progress in bilateral ties be-
tween India and the US, Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio is
likely to visit India for the meet-
ing of Quad Foreign Ministers
inthelatter half of May, The In-
dian Express haslearnt.

Preparations are underway
toschedule the visits of Austra-
lian and Japanese Foreign Min-
isters around the same time,
sources said. This will be a step
towards holding the summit of
Quad leaders later this year,
sources said.

If the summit takes place, it
will work towards eliminating
the shadow cast on Indo-US ties
aswell asthe future of the Quad
grouping ever since US Presi-
dent Donald Trump imposed
50 per cent tariffs on India and
prohibitive costs on new H-1B

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri with US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and US envoy to India Sergio Gor, in Washington DC. pTi

visa applications.

The tariffs were removed
after the two sides agreed on a
trade deal early February this
year. Now, the two sides are also
looking atan Indian delegation
going to the US to finalise the
trade agreement.

Rubio’s visit to India, the
first by the US Secretary of State
and NSA from the Trump ad-
ministration, was disclosed by
Sergio Gor, the US Ambassador
to India, who was in the meet-

ing between Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and Rubio in
Washington DC.

After the meeting, Gor, ina
post on X, said, “Welcome to
the White House @Vikram-
Misri! Productive meeting with
@SecRubio that focused on our
bilateral relationship, es-
pecially trade, critical minerals,
defense and the Quad. Secre-
tary Rubio looks forward to
visiting India next month!”

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

® FROM KHURJA, AROUND 15% OF POTTERY PRODUCTS ARE EXPORTED, PARTICULARLY TO COUNTRIES IN WEST ASIA

Ceramic City Kilns go cold over fuel crisis: ‘hlpp() cyhnders run out, workers leave
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Soumyarendra Barik
&DheerajMishra
Khurja (Bulandshahr), Apr10

“THE FACTORY feels so cold.
You must think that's because
of the clay, but it's actually be-
cause the furnace isn't run-

ning.”

Standing inside his plant in
Khurja’sindustrial area, afactory
owner gestures at the rows of
clay moulds and half-finished
platesstacked acrossthe factory
floor. The kilns have been cold
for nearly a month, he says.

Khurja, atown about 90 km
from Delhi in UP's

more than 25,000 people, di-
rectly and in ancillary trades,
giving Khurja the title of “Ce-
ramic City”.

Butsincethe outbreakofthe
Iran war disrupted energy
supply chains, most pottery
manufacturers in Khurja have

been unable to run

Bulandshahr, has PAGE1 their plants due to an
for decades been ﬂ h impactongassupply,
synonymous with ! ancnor ! and mounting fuel

Indian ceramics.

More than 350 units operate
here, producing everything
from plates and cups to decor-
ative trays and crockery that
finds its way to hotel chains,
canteensand homesacrossthe
country. The industry employs

costs. Some workers

have also started to leave.
India’s pottery ceramics
market was valued at over $420
million in 2024, and is pro-
jected to grow to about $658
million by 2033, with Khurja at
itscore, accordingto areport by

The pottery manufacturing units in Uttar Pradesh’s Khurja employs
more than 25,000 people. bHEERAI MISHRA

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

market intelligence firm Grand
View Research. In Khurja,
around 15% of the pottery pro-
duction is exported, particu-
larly to West Asian countries.
Another ceramic heartland, in
Gujarat's Morbi, known for tile
manufacturing, is also reeling
under the same pressures.
India is the world's second-lar-
gest ceramic tile producer and
consumer, holding more than
15% of global production.
Today, the main problem is
fuel. Khurja's ceramickilns run
on either piped natural gas,
supplied here by Adani Gas, or
on industrial LPG cylinders --
the 422 kg behemoths locally
known as “hippo cylinders”.

Kolkata

“Piped gas prices that
hovered around Rs 49 per kg
before the conflict began shot
up toRs120 per kg at their peak,
and remain elevated at around
Rs 90 per kg right now,” said
Alok Garg of Alok Industries, a
small pottery making firm, that
did about Rs 30-40 lakh worth
of business in a month before
the war broke out. That price is
nearly double what manufac-
turers were paying before the
West Asia conflict broke out.

At the height of the dis-
ruption, supplies of the 422-kg
cylinderslargely dried up asthe
Government prioritised LPG
availability for household cook-
ing needs. Without access to

these cylinders, many ceramic
unitslost their only fallback op-
tion. Asaresult, furnaces across
Khurja’sindustrial area have re-
mained idle for weeks, bringing
production to a near standstill.
“We have been impacted
since the beginning of the war,
because of these soaring gas
prices and the unavailability of
hippo cylinders. Since the last
few days, there has been some
supply of the cylinders, but it is
not enough to keep up produc-
tionatthesamelevel asit wasbe-
forethewar,” said Virendra Ban-
sal, owner of Bansal Pottery at
the Khurja Industrial complex.
The Adani Group did not
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani, his son and Reliance
Industries Executive Director Anant Ambani, and his daughter-in-
law Radhika in Gujarat’s Jamnagar on Friday. express

Vantara announces
university of wildlife
and veterinary
sciences in Jamnagar

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, April 10

VANTARA, THE wildlife con-
servation initiative founded by
Reliance Industries Executive
Director Anant Ambani, on Fri-
day announced the setting up
of a university, which will be
dedicated to wildlife and vet-
erinary sciences, in Jamnagar.

The foundation stone for
the university was laid by
Anant, hiswife Radhika and his
father and Reliance Industries
Chairman Mukesh Ambani, co-
inciding with the former’s 31st
birthday.

Astatement, quoting Anant
Ambani, said, “The future of
conservation will depend on
how we prepare minds and in-
stitutions to serve life
with compassion, knowledge,
and skill. There is a need to
build greater capability in ani-
mal care.”

According to Vantara, the
university will offer undergrad-
uate, postgraduate, fellowship,
and specialised programmesin
disciplines such as wildlife
medicine and surgery, behav-
ioural sciences, genetics, epi-
demiology, conservation policy
and One Health.

The university will seek to

integrate field-based conserva-
tion practices with academic
training, drawing on Vantara’s
experience in wildlife rescue
and rehabilitation.

Vantara said the university
will offer scholarships for stu-
dents from socially and econ-
omically marginalised back-
grounds.

Representatives from aca-
demia, science, and conserva-
tion attended the foundation-
laying ceremony.

The university will be sup-
ported by clinical and research
infrastructure, international col-
laborations and a residential
campus, with a focus on what
the organisation described as
“action-oriented research” in
wildlife health and conserva-
tion. It announced the launch
of “Vantara University Found-
ing Fellows’ and ‘Every Life
Matters’ scholarships.

Vantara said the university
is envisioned as a long-term
platform for education, re-
search and innovation in wild-
life conservation and eco-
system management.

The wildlife rescue and re-
habilitation centre, which re-
cently completed its first year,
spans 3,500 acres and houses
about 150,000 animals.

Ceramic City Kilns

respond to a request from The
Indian Express for comment.

Varun Garg, the son of Alok
Industries’ Alok Garg, explains
how intensive furnace oper-
ations are, and how even small
fuel disruptions disrupt produc-
tion. “Our kilns need to be
heated for 12 hours at a stretch
so that they reach the desired
temperature for baking the pot-
tery. Even if the connection is
cut for a few minutes, the oven
loses its temperature rapidly,
and the entire process hasto be
restarted,” he said.

Manufacturers say fresh do-
mestic orders have largely dried
up, while exports to the Gulf,
until recently akey market, have
slowed asshippinglinesremain
constrained. For now, many fac-
tories are completing orders
placed months earlier, when
fuel costs were far lower. That
backlog may last another
month. Beyond that, any new
orders will almost certainly
come at higher prices, manufac-
turers say.

Many manufacturers are
moving to set up new pipelines
and storage facilities to power
their furnaces using industrial
diesel --allowed on atemporary
basis by the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
inview of the shortage. But, due
to this diesel power, manufac-
turers say, Khurja’s pottery
would lose its shine, quite lit-
erally.

“Pottery that is baked in

kilns powered by diesel has very
little shine compared tothe ones
baked in furnaces that run on
gas. So, the quality is going to
take a big hit. The paintwork
also suffers in diesel kilns, as
there are a lot of web-like pat-
terns on the paint, resultingina
lot more wastage,” said Sabir
Khan of SS Ceramic.

The uncertainty has begun
to impact the workforce that
powers Khurja’s ceramic econ-
omy. In several factories across
Khurja, owners say workers who
had travelled home for festivals
have not returned.

“The units have not been
running since Holi,” said Ram
Kishore, a resident of Etawah
and aworker at AlokIndustries.
“Ithasbeen only two days since
we got back to work after the
supply of some LPG. If this con-
tinues, why will the owner pay
us?”

Some had left around Holi
and Eid al-Fitr, but with kilns
still cold and shifts irregular,
many appear tobe staying back.
“We understand their situ-
ation,” Bansal said. “At least in
the village they can manage.
They can cookon firewood, find
some work locally. Here, if the
furnace is not running, there is
nothing for themtodo. And the
bigger worry for them is food at
their dorms, because many are
afraid that they may not be able
toget fueltocook, and they can’t
afford tobuy cylindersatdouble
the rate in the black market.”

3dead as tractor-trolley
falls into gorge in Kangra

Press Trust Of India
Dharamshala, April10

A TRACTOR-trolley carrying
devotees from Punjab over-
turned and plunged into adeep
gorge in Himachal Pradesh's
Kangra on Friday, killing three
and injuring 26 others, police
said. The accident occurred in
thevicinity of Radha Swami Sat-
sang Ghar near Dhaliyaraonthe
National Highway-503 (Dha-
ramshala-Mubarakpur Kiratpur
road) in Kangra on Friday after-
noon, they said.

Thevehicle, with 35 devotees
from Punjab on board, was en
route to Jwalamukhi Temple
from Chintpurni Temple when
the driver lost control over the

vehicle on a hilly stretch.

DehraSuperintendent of Po-
lice Mayank Chaudhary said po-
liceteamsrushed to the spotim-
mediately after receiving
information and launched res-
cue operations with the help of
local residents. The injured were
promptly shifted to Civil Hospi-
talin Dehra, hesaid, addingthat
upon arrival at the hospital,
three people were declared
dead. Thedeceased areyettobe
identified.

Of the 26 injured, six are in
critical condition and have been
referred to Dr. Rajendra Prasad
Government Medical Collegein
Tanda, while others are being
treated in hospitalsin Dehra. Six
passengers were unhurt.

FROM PAGE 1

meyes onIslamabad today

thenthey’re gonnafind that the
negotiating team is not that re-
ceptive.”

Vance also said that Trump
“gave ussome pretty clear guide-
lines” on how talks should go,
buthedidn’telaborate. The vice
president did not take questions
from reporters travelling with
him.

(According to Reuters, Iran
said blocked Iranian assets must
be released and that a ceasefire
must take hold in Lebanon be-
fore peace talks can proceed. It
quoted Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, Iran’s parliament
speaker, saying on X that the two
measures had been previously
agreed with the US and warned
that negotiationswould not start
until they are fulfilled. There was
no immediate comment from
the White House.)

InIslamabad, security forces
locked down key parts of the
Pakistani capital, erecting barri-
cades along routes from the air-
porttothe city before the delega-

tions arrived.

Vance’strip comesasatenu-
ous, temporary ceasefire ap-
pears to be on the precipice of
collapsing. The chasm between
Iran’s publicdemandsand those
fromthe USand its partner Israel
seem irreconcilable. And in the
US, where Vance might ask
votersintwo years’ timetomake
him the next president, there is
growing political and economic
pressure to wrap it up.

Vance is joined by Trump’s
special envoy Steve Witkoff and
Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner, who took part in three
roundsofindirect talkswith Ira-
nian negotiators aimed at sett-
ling US concerns about Tehran’s
nuclear and ballistic weapons
programs and its support for
armed proxy groups in the
Middle East before Trump and
Israel launched the February 28
war against Iran.

The White House has pro-
vided scant detail about the
format of the talks — whether

they will be direct or indirect -
and has not provided specificex-
pectations for the meeting,.

But the arrival of Vance for
negotiations marks a rare mo-
ment of high-level US govern-
ment engagement with the Ira-
nian government. Since the
Islamic Revolution in 1979, the
most direct contact had been
when President Barack Obama
in September 2013 called newly
elected Iranian President Has-
san Rouhani todiscussIran’snu-
clear program.

Almost immediately after
the White House and Iran an-
nounced a temporary ceasefire
Tuesday evening, the sides
found themselves at odds over
terms of the truce. Iran insisted
that an end to the Israeli war in
Lebanon was part of the cease-
fire. But Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Trump said the truce did not
cover Lebanon and the Israeli
operations there continued.

The US, meanwhile, de-

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

manded that Iran make good on
reopening the Strait of Hormuz.
ThelIslamic Republic had closed
the critical shippingwaterway in
response to Israel’s intensifying
attacks against the Hezbollah
militant group in Lebanon.

Trump said Iran was “doing
avery poor job” of allowing oil
tankers to pass through, writing
onsocial media, “Thatisnotthe
agreement we have!”

Later, in a post on Truth So-
cial, Trump said, “The Iranians
don’t seem to realize they have
nocards, otherthanashortterm
extortion of the World by using
International Waterways. The
only reason they are alive today
istonegotiate!”

White House spokeswoman
Anna Kelly said Vance, Witkoff,
Kushner and Secretary of State
MarcoRubio “have always been
collaborating on these dis-
cussions” and said Trump was
optimisticthatalastingdeal can
bereached duringthe two-week
ceasefire. AP

Deep concern over civilian casualties: India

casualties in Lebanon.”

“As a troop contributing
country to the UNIFIL that is
invested in Lebanon’s peace
and security, the direction of
events is very disturbing,” he
said. India has more than 600
troops as part of the UN con-
tingent serving in Lebanon.

“India has always empha-

sised the protection of civilians
as the foremost priority. Ob-
serving international law, and
respecting sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of states is es-
sential,” Jaiswal said.

“Our Embassy in Lebanon
remains in close touch with
the Indian community for its
safety and security,” he said.

There are around 2,000 Indian
nationals in Lebanon.

Israeli forces launched the
biggest attack of the war hours
after the ceasefire was an-
nounced, Kkilling more than
250 Lebanese.

Iran says the truce was
meant to apply to Lebanon, a
position initially supported by

Pakistan, which mediated it.
Israel and the United States
say Lebanon is not covered by
the US-Iranian ceasefire. But
in a shift Thursday, Israel said
it would open separate talks
with the Lebanese govern-
ment aimed at ending the war
there and disarming Hezbol-
lah.

Whois Bagher Ghalibatf, soldier-technocrat?

Vance — apparently at
Tehran’s request — signals a
seriousness of purpose in
Washington.

There has been a tendency
in India to read the recent con-
flictasaT20 match and quickly
declare a winner — Iran. But
Tehran’s willingness to engage
America after absorbing heavy
punishment points to a more
sobering reality: winning the
peace is even more important
forIranin endingits prolonged
international economic isola-
tion and addressing the im-
peratives of post war recon-
struction.

The US-Iran war is better
understood as a Test series —a
prolonged contest of political
wills aimed at resolving a mass-
ive number of accumulated
disputes. The negotiations at
home in both countries will be
as hard as the one Washington
and Tehran hopetobegininIs-
lamabad.

History offers a clear lesson:
major wars reshape politics
within and between states.
They strain institutions,
sharpen elite divisions, and cre-
ate opportunities for new actors
to emerge and redefine na-
tional trajectories.

This raises a central ques-
tion: is Ghalibaf the man of the
moment in Tehran?

The nature of the moment
is unmistakable. Sustained
military pressure and the de-
capitation of key leadership fig-
ures have weakened the clerical
establishment’s dominance
while expanding the influence

OPS

Foraman whose political life
hasbeen shaped undertowering
figures — first Jayalali-
thaa, then orbiting the
influence of Sasikalaand T TV
Dhinakaran, and finallyleading
a failed revolt and attempt to
align with the BJP — this is un-
familiar terrain. The ecosystem
that once shielded him is gone.
Now, in Bodinayakkanur, he is
rebuilding, cautiously.

“I'am a basic loyalist of the
party. We all came from DMK,
didn’t we? ... The ideology and
core principles were always the
same,” he begins, his tone
measured, when asked about
the recent change in his political
life. He speaks of loyalty often,
tothe party, toits past,towhathe
calls its “original design”. For
years, thatloyalty was to Jayalali-
thaa. “When Amma was lead-
ing, whatever Amma said, that
alone was clear to us,” he says.
“Beyond that, we never really
knew.”

The words are less about her
now than about him.

Election unlike any
other
OPSis75and thiselection —

of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), which has
led Iran’s recent military resis-
tance. Ghalibaf’s challengeisto
convert battlefield resilience
into long-term strategic gains.
Canhedoit?

Ghalibaf’s career embodies
acentral paradox. Heis atonce
aproductofthesecurity appar-
atus who also speaks the lan-
guage of technocratic govern-
ance, economic management,
and international engagement
in self-interest.

His trajectory is typical of
the generation shaped by the
Iranian Revolution and the
Iran-Iraq War. Born near Mash-
had in1961, Ghalibafjoined the
IRGC as a young man during
the war and rose through its
ranks. These wartime creden-
tials and institutional networks
remain the foundation of his
political authority.

His 12 years as mayor of
Tehran (2005-2017) added a
second pillar to his profile. The
expansion of the metro, the con-
struction of expressways and
tunnels, and visible improve-
ments in urban infrastructure
helped build his reputation as
an effective administrator. He
projected himself as a soldier
who could also deliver concrete
state capacity.

Yet this record is not with-
out blemish — allegations of
corruption and his role in the
suppression of the 1999 student
protests complicate the image
of a purely technocratic mod-
erniser. He did not have much
luck in the repeated quest for

the presidency in Iran.
Ghalibaf’s rise must also be
seen in the context of the turbu-
lence in Tehran since February
2026. As Speaker, he already
commanded significant insti-
tutional leverage; in the current
flux, he has emerged as an im-
portant centre of authority and
a plausible interlocutor for
Washington.
Thereisanenduring political
irony here. Ghalibaf’s persona
hasoften been compared tothat
of Reza Khan, the soldier who
seized power in the 1921 coup
and declared himselfthe Shahin
1925. Reza Shah Pahlavi drove
Iran’s secularisation and mod-
ernisation with an iron hand.
Admirershave cast Ghalibafasa
contemporary, Islamist version
of amodernising strongman.
For the Trump administra-
tion, in search of a credible ne-
gotiating partner in Tehran,
Ghalibaf may appear asensible
choice. Thathe was notamong
those targeted in the US-Israeli
strikes against Iranian leader-
ship has fuelled speculation,
though it proves little. In any
case, being seen as America’s
preferred interlocutor is not a
happy badge to flaunt in Iran.
Engaging the United States
is never easy — either for its
partnersoritsrivals; doingsoin
the aftermath of a costly con-
flict makes the task far more de-
manding. Ghalibaf must bal-
ance competing imperatives:
projecting tough negotiating
posture against the US for do-
mestic audiences while craft-
ing a practical compromise
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his fourth consecutive contest
from this region —is unlike any
he has faced. Bodinayakkanur
has long been an AIADMK for-
tress. Jayalalithaa herself con-
tested and won herein1989. OPS
secured a hat-trick of victoriesin
2011, 2016, and 2021. But now,
facing the formidable weight of
the AIADMK’s “twoleaves,” heis
attempting to convert personal
loyalty into political survival.
Outside, the town reflects
that tension. Former supporters
now line up on opposing sides.
AIADMK functionaries insist
that cadreloyalty will hold. DMK
workers, some of whom had to
give up their own electoral am-
bitions to accommodate OPS,
say they are working “without
dissatisfaction”. The consti-
tuency’slayered caste arithmetic
— Mukkulathor, Nadar, Naidu,
Chettiyar, alongwith Scheduled

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Castes and tribes — adds
another layer of unpredictabil-
ity. But there is no panic in the
OPS camp.

For the DMK, bringing in
OPS is not only about symbol-
ism but also arithmetic. In the
southern belt, where the OBC-
Thevar community remains a
decisivebloc, OPSstill carriesin-
fluence built over decades of
local presence and adminis-
trative access. His entry allows
the DMK to breach a social base
that has historically leaned to-
ward the ATADMK, especiallyin
districtssuch as Theni, Ramana-
thapuram, and further south.
Party strategists see him as both
avote-mobiliser and a narrative
tool, someone who can weaken
AIADMK leader Edappadi KPa-
laniswami (known as EPS). OPS
is being used to sharpen that
“betrayal” pitch against EPS,

with Washington to advance
Iran’s long-term interests.

His detractors will be quick
to denounce any perceived ca-
pitulation, while Washington
will demand strong assurances
that any commitments made
under the deal are credible and
durable.

If Ghalibaf succeeds in se-
curing meaningful sanctions
relief without surrendering
Iran’s national dignity and frac-
turing his domestic base, he
will demonstrate that Tehran’s
security technocrats can man-
age both war and peace. If he
fails, it will not only imperil his
own career but also set back the
casein Tehran forengagement
with the United States.

Ghalibaf’s presence in the
delegation marks a potential in-
flection point. A badly
wounded Islamic Republic has
sent a soldier-administrator to
negotiate with along-standing
adversary. He embodies the
core contradictions of Iran’s
post-revolutionary order — be-
tween ideology and pragma-
tism, national interest and
trans-national revolution, con-
frontation and accommoda-
tion, as well as resistance and
reconstruction.

How Ghalibaf manages
these contradictions will shape
not only Iran’s immediate tra-
jectory, but also the geopolitical
evolution of the Gulf and the
Middle East.

(C. Raja Mohan is a contributing
editor on international affairs for
The Indian Express)

where old rivals are repurposed
to fracture the AIADMK-NDA’s
core vote bankwhile consolidat-
ing it, unexpectedly, for the
DMK.

Inside his camp office, OPS
gestures toward a wall, then to
his attire. He lifts the edge of his
dhoti slightly, revealing its red-
and-black border, the colours of
the DMK. It is both subtle and
dramatic. “From the dayIjoined,
hundreds of people here in
Theni and Bodi have also
changed,” he says, suggesting
that loyalty to symbols may not
beasfixed asitoncewas. “People
have changed.” He repeatsit, al-
most as reassurance: “People
have changed.”

At another moment, he re-
flects on loss, not electoral, but
personal. “The moment Amma
died, mysmiledisappeared,” he
says. Then, after a pause, he
adds: “Only now it is coming
back.” Asked if that warmth —
the political and emotional
shelter he once had — is being
restored under M K Stalin, he
does not hesitate. “The level at
which Amma kept it, at that
same level, now it is coming.” It
is a striking statement, one that
would have been inconceivable
during the years when OPS
fought the DMK “to the nail,” as
party veterans recall.

Kolkata

Singed by cash at
home scandal, Justice
Varma quits, ending
impeachment process

Thisis not the first time that
ajudge facing allegations has
opted to resign from office. In
2011, the Sikkim High Court
Chief Justice PD Dinakaran re-
signed from office, expressing
“lack of faith and confidence”
in the three-member commit-
tee examining complaints
against him.

However, while the threat of
animpeachment motion ends,
other legal methods could still
belooked at by the government
but that may require assent of
the judiciary. For any court to
take cognisance of an offence
by ajudge (for actions from the
time that he held office), the
Chief Justice of India would be
required to grant sanction for
prosecution.

“Suppose the impeachment
motion succeeds, then that
would have concluded the fate
of a criminal proceedings as
well, casting a shadow on his
defence. However, now, even if
there were tobe a criminal case,

it raises the bar,” said a senior
lawyer familiar with the devel-
opments.

Separately, Justice Varma
alsowrote to the three-member
inquiry committee, formally
withdrawing from participa-
tion.

“While I do not even for a
moment seek to question the
expectation that the conduct of
judges be examined against
standards higher than those
that may apply to others, even
that would notjustify the adop-
tion of standards which result
inadeprivation of areasonable
and fair opportunity to defend
or a fair trial itself,” he wrote.

“In these circumstances, I
would be doing myself and the
institution the greatest disser-
vice by continuing to partici-
pate in the present proceed-
ings, thereby legitimising a
process that calls upon me to
answer the unanswerable -
where did the money come
from,” he said.

44 West Bengal seats

and Paschim Medinipur, three
each in the districts of Cooch
Behar, Dakshin Dinajpur, and
Murshidabad, and two each in
Purba Medinipur and Howrah.

Among these consti-
tuencies is Samserganj in Mur-
shidabad district where 74,775
voters have been deleted, but
which the TMC won last time
by 26,111 votes. In contrast, in
Purulia’s Balarampur, where
the BJP’s victory margin was
273in 2021, 1,037 voters have
been deleted. Some of the other
such constituencies are the
Matua-dominated seats of
Gaighata in North 24 Parganas
that the BJP’s Subrata Thakur
won by 9,603 votes last time,
but where 19, 638 voters have
beendeleted, and Bagdah. The
BJP won that too in 2021 with
9,907 votes, but this time, 10,017
voters have been found not eli-
gible after adjudication.

TMC insiders said the party
had set an internal target of
winning 250 seats, with “a
special focus” on consti-
tuencies with low margins
where dedicated war rooms for
the elections have been oper-
ational since last November.

Purba Medinipur district
saw a significant low-margin
battle — including the one be-
tween Chief Minister and TMC
chairperson Mamata Banerjee
and state Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari, her former
aide, in Nandigram. Adhikari
won the battle by 1,736 votes,
excluding the postal ballots in
their respective favour. Postal
ballots are not subject to the
SIR. After adjudication, 3,461
votersin the constituency were
found not eligible.

Bengal stands out

The EC’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
in which a new set of rules and
requirements were imple-
mented for electors to fulfil to
remain ontherolls, also saw the

appointment of 700 judicial of-
ficers on the order of the Su-
preme Court to decide on the
eligibility of 60.06 lakh electors.

As per the list after adjudi-
cation shared by the Bengal
Chief Electoral Officer’s office
on Thursday, a total of 27.16
lakh electors have been found
“not eligible”, meaning they
won’t be able tovote in the April
23 and April 29 polls.

While the EC has conducted
the SIR in 13 states/UTs, includ-
ing West Bengal, since Junelast
year, it deployed micro-ob-
servers to assist and review the
work of the statutory authority,
the Electoral Registration Of-
ficers, only in Bengal.

The court, too, ordered judi-
cial officers to decide on the
eligibility of electors in Bengal
alone.

The SIR, unlike the usual
annual Special Summary Revi-
sion, involved the preparation
of the electoral rolls afresh, with
all registered electors required
to submit enumeration forms
to remain on the rolls and cer-
tain categories of electors
required to submit documents
to prove their eligibility, includ-
ing citizenship.

The SIR was started in Ben-
gal, along with 11 other
states/UTs, in October 2025,
leading to the overall deletion
0f11.63% of electors, taking the
total electorate from 7.66 crore
pre-SIR to 6.77 crore after SIR
and adjudication.

The EC’s decision to con-
duct the SIR and the process
followed have been challenged
in the Supreme Court, which
has reserved its judgment on
the matter. Other petitions re-
garding the conduct of the SIR
in Bengal are still being heard.
On Friday, the court agreed to
hear on April 13 a fresh plea
along with pending ones, chal-
lengingthe freezing of electoral
rolls by the EC ahead of the
polls in Bengal.

Rubio set to visit India

Misri, who is on a three-day
visit to the US, met Rubio and
they reviewed the bilateral rela-
tionship, especially trade, critical
minerals, defence and the Quad.

“Welook forward todeepen-
ingourengagementintheseim-
portant sectors and much more
tostrengthen the India-US Com-
prehensive Global Strategic Part-
nership,” the Indian embassy in
the USsaid ina poston X.

Earlier, Misri held separate
meetingswith US Deputy Secre-
tary Christopher Landauand US
Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs Allison Hooker.

On the Landau-Misri meet-
ing, Tommy Pigott, Principal
Deputy Spokesman for the De-
partment of State, said,

“The leaders reaffirmed the
close partnership between the
two countries and shared news
about the situation in the Per-
sian Gulf and other global and
regional priorities.” Accordingto
the Indian embassy, Misri and
Landau discussed bilateral prio-
ritiesand also exchanged assess-
mentsonregional and global de-

| velopments of mutual concern.

Hooker said Misri and she
discussed how India and the US
can worKk closer together on se-
curity, defence and the econ-
omy. “We are finding practical
ways to make both Americans
and Indians safer and more
prosperous, including through
the Quad,” she said.

The Indian embassy said
Hooker and Misri took stock of
the India-US bilateral agenda
since the Foreign Office Consul-
tations held last December. They
also shared assessments on re-
centdevelopmentsin West Asia,
as well as regional issues of mu-
tual interest.

The two sides are also look-
ing to finalise the trade deal,
which was agreed toin early Feb-
ruary. Gor said, “Highly produc-
tive meeting with @USTrade-
Rep Ambassador Greer to
discuss advancing @POTUS
trade priorities in South and
Central Asia. The United States
and India have previously
agreed to a trade deal, and we
look forward to welcoming an
Indian delegation to Washing-
ton later this month.”
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women’sreservation law

amendment: Cong may
callOpp meeton April 15

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 10

AFTER A meetingofitsworking
committee on Friday, the Con-
gress reiterated its stand that it
supports the women’s reserva-
tion law but opposes delimita-
tion without a fresh census. The
party said it will call ameeting of
top leaders of all INDIA bloc
parties on April 15 to discuss the
Opposition’s strategy on the
issue.

The Congress also said the
government should call an all-
party meeting after April 29,
once polling for the West Bengal
Assembly elections is over.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Congress head-
quartersinthe Capital, Congress
general secretary (communica-
tions) Jairam Ramesh said the
issueisnot women’sreservation
but delimitation and there is no
information on its specifics.

Congress president Mallikar-
junKharge will likely call ameet-
ing of the Opposition leaders on
April 15, ahead of the parliamen-
tary sittings starting April 16, to
formulate the way forward, Ra-
mesh said.

He claimed the Centre’s
move to call the special session
isintended toinfluencetheelec-
tion results in Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal.

“Heavensarenotgoingtofall
if the all-party meeting is called
after April 29. These things will
have a longstanding impact as
the issue is about delimitation,”
said Ramesh.

He said the special session
was an attempt to divert atten-
tion from real issues like the “fail-
ure of the government’s foreign
policy”.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, LoP Rahul Gandhi and
others during CWC meeting in New Delhi on Friday.aniL sHARMA

The CWC meeting, chaired
by Kharge, was attended by
Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, party gen-
eral secretaries Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, K C Venugopal, Ramesh
and Sachin Pilot, Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
Telangana Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy and former Punjab
chief minister Charanjit Singh
Channi.

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday cleared the proposed
constitutional amendments to
the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhi-
niyamand a Delimitation Bill to
fast-track 33% reservation for
women in Lok Sabha and Vid-
han Sabhas on the basis of the
2011 Census data.

In his opening remarks dur-
ing the CWC meeting, Kharge
said the Centre’s proposed de-
limitation exercise related tothe
implementation of the women’s
reservation law would have
“erave consequences”.

Kharge said his party would
formulate a collective strategy
with others in the Opposition to
move forward “unitedly” on this
issue.

He said the Narendra Modi
government is conveningthesit-
ting of Parliament from April 16
with the sole intention of secur-
ingpolitical advantage, whichis
a “violation” of the Model Code
of Conduct, and is keen to pass
the Constitutional Amendment
Bill in “utmost haste”.

Kharge claimed that after a
prolonged silence, the Modi gov-
ernment has suddenly become
active on the issue of women's
reservation.

“A session of Parliament is
scheduled to be held between
April 16 and 18 to address the
matter of providing 33% reserva-
tion towomen in the Lok Sabha
and state Legislative Assemblies.
To date, we have not received
any formal proposal from the
government regarding this
matter. We have got to know
some points only after reading
anarticleauthored by the Prime
Minister,” Kharge said. “The
Modi government is calling this
parliamentary meetingwith the
intention of gaining political ad-
vantage. It wants to pass the
Constitution AmendmentBill as
quickly as possible,” said Kharge.

BSF constable on patrolling duty
shot dead in Manipur’s Ukhrul

Press Trust of India
Imphal, April 10

A BSF constable was shot dead
on Friday while on patrolling
duty in Manipur's Ukhrul dis-
trict, officials said.

Constable Mithun Mandal
was “struckby abullet fired from
an unknown direction around
4.30 pm”, an official said. Man-
dal, who hailed from Bhagjan
Tola village of West Bengal, was
taken to a hospital in Imphal,
where he died around 6 pm.

Chief Minister Y Khem-
chand Singh condemned the

killing, and offered condolences
to his family members.

“Strongly condemn the
tragic martyrdom of Constable
Mithun Mandal (170 Bn, BSF),
whowas fatally injured by abul-
let from an unknown direction
while on patrol at Mongkot
Chepu, Ukhrul today. He suc-
cumbed at RIMS, Imphal,” he
said. “A brave son of West Ben-
gal, his sacrifice in the line of
duty will never be forgotten. My
deepest condolences to his be-
reaved family. Prayers for
strength and peace in this hour
of grief. Om shanti.”

Delhi-Dehradun
Expressway: Critical
underpass records its
first wildlife movement

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, April10

AHEAD OF the inauguration of
Delhi-Dehradun Expressway by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on April 14, the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), in collaboration
with NHAI, has recorded the
first evidence of movement of
animals such as elephants,
golden jackal and deer through
anunderpass built especially for
the purpose in the project.

Considered one of the largest
wildlife elevated corridors in
Asia, the 12-km stretch in the
213-km expressway, situated
near Dehradun and located
seven meters below the road,
cutsthrough Rajaji and Shivalik
forest divisions — home to en-
dangered speciessuch astigers,
elephants, greater hornbills, and
king cobras.

A senior NHAI official said
that the study was conducted
over40daysby WIlalongan 18-
km stretch between Ganeshpur
and Asharodiin Haridwar to as-
sesshow the animals were using
the underpass.

The study found that a total
of 18 unique wild animals fre-
quentlyused theunderpassbuilt
under Delhi-Dehradun
expressway.

The golden jackal was the
most frequently captured ani-
mal, followed by nilgai, sambatr,
and spotted deer. Smaller mam-
mals, including the Indian hare,
also shown consistent move-
ment through the structure. The
study alsorecorded 60 instances
of elephants safely utilising the
corridors, displaying that even
larger animals can navigate
through the new infrastructure.

Elephants recorded passing
through the underpass

EXPLAINED

Mitigating conflict

Large infrastructure projects
like expressways that cut
throughreserved forests
have sparked concerns over
the potential threat to endan-
gered animals. Toaddress
thisissue,the NHAI hasbeen
constructinganimal under-
passes, where vehicles move
onelevated roads while ani-
mals can pass safely below, to
reduceinstances ofhuman-
wildlife conflict.

“For this study, a total of 150
high-tech cameras and 29 Au-
diomoth acoustic recorders
were deployed along the 18-km
stretch of Delhi-Dehradun
Economic corridor. The move-
ment of animals were recorded
for 40 days. The study docu-
mented atotal of1,11,234 images
of humans, domestic animals,
and wildlife. Among these,
40,444 photos were attributed
towild animals,” said the NHAI
official.

Kuki village Mongkot Chepu
and neighbouring Tangkhul
Naga has been witnessing gun-
fights, after ethnic clashesbroke
out between two communities
in February.

Singh, in another post, said,
“Thestategovernment standsin
solidarity with the family, and
we remain resolute in our com-
mitment touphold peace, secur-
ity, and justice.” Search oper-
ations and area domination by
security forces are underway to
nabthe militants responsible for
the attack, Manipur Police said
inastatement.

No SCrelief for
suspended
Punjab DIG
Bhullar held on
graftcharges

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 10

THE SUPREME Court Friday
declined to grant bail to sus-
pended Punjab DIG Harcharan
Singh Bhullar, who was ar-
rested by CBI on corruption
charges.

A bench of Chief Justice off
India Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi, however, said he can|
approach the Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court again for re-
lief if the trial in the case does
not begin in 2 months.

“We are not inclined to en-
tertain the prayer for bail at this
stage. However, we grant lib-
erty to the petitioner that in
case the trial does not com-
mence within two months, he
may again approach the High
Court and such an application
shall be considered on merits,”
the bench said.

The HC had dismissed Bhul-
lar's bail plea on February 16.

Appearing for Bhullar, Sen-
ior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi
said, “We are seeking bail. This
isa case where I have served for
more than six months.”

Chief Justice Kant said, “To
that extent, the high court ap-
pearstobe correct... HC says this
isa matter where some material
witnesses should be examined.”

Bhullar, arrested on October
16,2025, isaccused of accepting
bribes through intermediaries.
Raids on his premises re-
portedly yielded over Rs 7 crore
in cash.

Aseparate disproportionate
assets case isalso under investi-

| gation by the Punjab Vigilance

Bureau.

Entry of 6 guides, drivers into tiger reserve | *BRIEFLY
banned after norm violation during safari

Press Trust of India
Jaipur, April 10

THE FOREST department has
barred three guides and three ve-
hicle drivers from entering the
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve
after tourists allegedly sur-
rounded a tiger during a safari,
officials said on Friday.

The action follows an inci-
dent reported on April 2 during
the evening safari in Zone 3,
when multiple tourist vehicles
encircled a tiger, restricting its
movement, they said.

Deputy Conservator of For-
ests Manas Singh said a video of
the incident surfaced, based on
which an inquiry was con-
ducted. “During investigation,
the drivers and guides were
found guilty of violating norms.
They havebeenbarred fromen-
tering the reserve until further
orders,” he said.

The officials identified the
drivers as Murari Lal Meena, Ma-
hendra Mali and Tejraj Singh,

Members of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
protest against a Russian artist’s photoshoot with an elephant
painted in pink, outside Albert Hall Museum in Jaipur on Friday.
They appealed people to save elephants from cruelty. RoHIT JAIN PARAS

and the guides as Praful Para-
shar, Hansraj Gurjar and Syed Ir-
shad. Accordingtothe forestde-
partment, guidelines of the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority mandate maintaining

Assam: 3 members of
Kunki Chowdhury team

detained for ‘violations’

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, April 10

THREE MEMBERS of Assam
Assembly election candidate
Kunki Chowdhury’s team were
detained by police after a case
was registered against her and
her campaign team for alleged
violation of rules during the 48-
hour “silent period” ahead of
polling held on Thursday.
Chowdhury is Congress-ally
Assam Jatiya Parishad’s candi-
date from Guwahati Central. She
has denied the allegations.
Chowdhury grabbed head-
lines when she and her family
became the subject of repeated
attacks by CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma. Sarma has claimed that
her family “insulted Hindus” by
purportedly eating beef and
sharing photos on social media.
On Friday, Chowdhury is-
sued a statement that three
members of her team had been
detained following an FIR
againsther and her social media
team. “A complaint was filed al-
leging serious MCC (Model Code
of Conduct)violations..48 hours
before polling, as per the rule,
political workers brought from
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CIN No LT428800L 1993601054155 | Website: www.ongeindia.com | Emall: secretariabi@onge.codn

Publication of EOIl Notice

e

Chowdhury is Congress ally
AJP's candidate from Guwahati
Central constituency. pri

outside should leave the consti-
tuency. But her...team members,
whoare from Haryana, were still
going around with her, so they
have been brought in to the po-
lice station to ensure they can’t
leave before being questioned.
They have not been arrested,”
DCP Shambhavi Mishra told
The Indian Express.

Separately, police personnel
on Friday conducted asearch at
the Dibrugarh residence of
Assam Jatiya Parishad presi-
dent Lurinjyoti Gogoi, who is
the Opposition alliance's candi-
date from the Khowang consti-
tuency.

alglcl=y ONGC

il and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd. (ONGC), a Government of
India “MAHARATNA" Category Enterprise, is India's premier
energy enterprise with diversified interests across the energy
sector. Alarge and diverse range of equipment is deployed in oil and
gas exploration and production activities, requinng periodic
maintenance and replacement of spare parts.

The purpose of this Expression of Interest (EQI) is to identify
technically suitable equivalent parts and vendors capable of

supplying such parts reliably.

Vendors whose products are successfully evaluated and proven
through technical review and field trials may be considered for
future procurement under applicable procurement policies. (Details
available at ONGC tender portal: hitps:/ftenders.ongc.co.in),

A pre-submission meating is scheduled for April 24, 2026, and the
last date for submission of EOI is May 04, 2026. Interested parties
are requested to submit their responses in electronic (PDFPPT)
format to ts_support@ongc.co.in. To paricipate in the pre-
submission meeting or for any clarifications, kindly reach out to the
above emall 1D or contact numbers: 011-2675 2369/ 9435716735,
Corrigenda, addenda, amendments, and time extensions to the EQI
(if any) will be published only on the ONGC fender portal only. No
separate nofification shall be issued in the press. Prospective
paricipants are advised lo visit the portal regularly for updates.

@
TRITES

RITES LIMITED

{A Governmen! of India Enterprise)
Shikhar, Plot No.1, Sector-29, Gurgaon — 122001

Requires Enginegring Professionals on contract basic on IDA pay scale in the
following posti s ) discipline through interview at RITES Officas

VG Nois). Post(s)

Mo, of

soails) Venue

CROr-R1
26 iMech) = Bulk Material
Handling Expert

Deputy General Manager

RITES Shikhar,

01 | Plot No. 01. Sector-28
Gurugram-122001
Date: 5" May, 2026

CPO%-R1/
26

AM/IPAPIS

RITES Shikhar,
02 Flol Ma. 01, Sectos-29,
Gursgram-122001

Date: 12" & 13" May, 2026

For details regarding how to apply, remieneration, qualification, age, selection
process ete. candidates may see lha detailled adverlisemant posted on RITES
wibsile www.rites.com under Career Saction

POREANDAR-ASANSOL-PORBANDAR
SPECIAL TRAIN

CORRIGENDUM

In reference to the above captionad advertisement published earlier
running of 09205/09206 Porbandar-Asansol-Porbandar
Special Train, this is to be stated that the timings of 09206 Asansal-
Porbandar Special train have been revised at below mentioned
stations as under. Revised Timings of 09206 Asansol-Porbandar
Special Train : Pi, Deen Dad,var Upadhyaya Jn. - Arr, - 07,10, Dap.;
548, Dep. : 05.50, Sasaram Jn. - Arr.;
05.16, Dep. : 05.18, Dehn On Sone - Arr. : 05.00, Dep. : 05.02, Gaya
Jn. - Arr, ; 03.55, Dep. : 04.00, Koderma Jn. - Arr, ; 02.22, Dep. ;
oad - Arr. : 01.52, Dep.
Arr.: 01.27, Dep. : 01.28., Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Jn. Gomoh
- Arr, : 01.10, Dep. : 01,12 and Dhanbad Jn. - Arr
00.45. All other instructions will remain same.
Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

regardin

07.30, Bhabua Road - Arr. :

02.24, Hazaribagh

01.54, Parasnath -
00.40, Dep, :

EASTERN RAILWAY
epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

a minimum distance of 10 feet
during tiger sightings, but the
normswereviolated in this case.

Further action may be taken
based on the inquiry, officials
added.

HCgrants
conditional,
one-week relief
toPawanKhera

Rahul V Pisharody
Hyderabad, April 10

TELANGANA HIGH Court on
Friday granted relief for one
week, with conditions, to senior
Congress leader Pawan Khera
who had approached the court
apprehending arrest by Guwa-
hati Police crime branch in con-
nection with an FIR based on a
complaint by Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
wife Riniki Bhuyan Sharma on
April 5.

Justice K Sujana, dealing
with the anticipatory bail plea
filed by Khera, said, “The peti-
tioner is granted one week time
to file an application before the
concerned court. The petitioner
is granted relief for one week,
with conditions.”

The judge clarified that the
order has been issued only for
the purpose of enabling the peti-
tioner to approach the compet-
ent court, which shall consider
any application on its own
merits. Khera has been asked to
exerciserestraintin making any
further public statements in re-
lation to the case.

!
-
-

The air drop test with Gaganyaan-1crew module was conducted off
the Andhra Pradesh coast on Friday. crepit: Isro

ANDHRA PRADESH

Gaganyaan-1crew module splashes
down in air drop test successtully

IN YET another step towards the upcoming Gaganyaan
mission, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on
Friday successfully conducted the air drop test involving
the crew module, at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Andhra
Pradesh’s Sriharikota. The crew module is the specially de-
signed, pressurised capsule positioned at the uppermost
area of the spacecraft which houses the astronauts. Air
drop testsrecreate thelastleg of aspacecraft’sreturntothe
Earth. According to ISRO, the Indian Air Force’s Chinook
helicopter dropped the crew module from an altitude of
about three kilometres off the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SHAR) inthe Bay of Bengal and released it over a
designated drop zone in the sea near the coast. ENS

S-year-old falls
into borewell
in MP, dies

ATHREE-YEAR-OLD boy
who fellinto aborewell in
Madhya Pradesh’s Ujjain
district died after an
intense, multi-agency res-
cue operation that
stretched for hours and
drewinspecialised teams
and heavy machinery;, offi-
cials said Friday. The child,
identified as Bhagirath De-
wasi, had falleninto an
openborewellin Jhalariya
village under Badnagar
tehsil Thursday evening.
Accordingto officials, he
slipped into the narrow
shaft after dislodging its
cover while playing nearby.
CM Mohan Yadav termed
theincident “deeply
distressing” and said all
available resources had
been deployed in the rescue
attempt. He announced fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 4
lakh for the family. ENS

Man killed as
portion of bus
station collapses

A 60-YEAR-OLD man was
crushed to death after a por-
tion of the metal and plaster
of Paris facade of the five-
storeyed Vadodara Central
Bus Depot collapsed on him
on Friday. The deceased has
beenidentified as Nagji
Dave, aresident of Ahmeda-
bad. The Vadodara city po-
licelodged a case of
accidental death and
launched a probe. DCP Jag-
dish Chavda, Zone1, Vado-
dara City, said: “We have re-
ceived information that one
person aged about 60 was
killed... We have opened a
separate route for buses and
sanitised the area...” ENS

Bihar: Guard
held for rape,
murder of minor

A CANTEEN guard at a pri-
vate hostel in Bihar’s Jeha-
nabad district has been ar-
rested for therape and
murder of aminor student,
police said Friday. Police
said accused “indicated
thatthe act wasintended to
defame theinstitution”. SP
Aparajit Lohansaid the
incident cametolight on
April 6. ENS

b
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from 13.04.2026 to{5.05.2026.

[MAHARASHTRA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIO

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
Udyag Sarathi, MIDC, Mahakali Caves Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai- 400093, « " iy
E-Tender Notice No. IT Cell / E-Tender / P260222

Main Portal: https://mahatender.gov.in
Online electronic bids are invited by The GM (IT), IT Department, on behalf of the Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation, from bidders with proven experience in executing similar works as mentioned below,
Tender documents are available for online bid preparation and submission on the above-mentioned website

*

Conneactivity Safution

and Support for ILL {Intemet Leased Ling)

Start date & End date &
3"- Description E-;e_ndar EMD | Time for online | Time for online
o. rice Bid Downloading| Bid Submission
1 | Request for Proposal for Selection of System Rs. Hs. 13/04/2026 05052026
Integrator for Implementation, Maintenance | 3,00,000/- |30.00,000/- 200 PM 4:00 PM

a) Additicnal details regarding e-tendering process are available in tender document on above portal.
b) Biddercan seak clarification through email within 7 days from the date of bid publishing
e) Forany bidding portaltechnical related guery please E-Mail- support-gmiti@midcindia.org

Mahakali Caves Road, Mumbai-400083

Sdi-
The General Manager,
IT Cell, MIDC, Udyog Sarathi,

A
ﬁﬁ

sfo2z- 3NasEiacdas

Indian Overseas Bank
Vv ATTRT A &1 A==t ATHT Good people to grow with

Central Office, 763, Anna Salai, Chennai - 600002

KIND ATTENTION: SHAREHOLDERS OF INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND DEMATERIALIZATION OF PHYSICAL SECURITIES

Pursuant to SEBI Circular No. HO/38/13/11(2) 2026- MIRSD-PODII3750/2026 dated 30th January
2026, all shareholders are hereby informed that a Special Window has been opened for a period of
one year from February 05,2026 till February 04,2027, for transfer and dematerialization of
(“demat”) of physical securities which were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 2019,

The special window shall also be available for such transfer requests which were submitted earlier
and were rejected/returned/not attended due to deficiency in the documents/process/or otherwise.
The secunties so transferred shall be mandatonly credited to the transferees only in demat mode
and shall be under lock-in for a period of one year from the date of registration of transfer. Such
securities shall not be transferred Jlien marked/pledged during the said lock-in period.

Kindly refer to the below matrix for with regard to applicability of lodgment:

Execution date of Lodged for transfer before | Original Security Eligible to lodge in the
Transfer Deed April 01, 2019 Certificate available? | current window?
Before April 01, 2019 | No (it is fresh lodgment) Yes v

Before April 01, 2019 :;ﬁrw;;ﬂ:a:ﬁﬁ?m” / Yes v

Before April 01, 2019 | Yes No *

Before April 01, 2019 | No Mo x

044-40020700.

as and when it is declared.

The shareholder may re-lodge the request with requisite documents to the Bank’s Registrar and
Transfer Agent, i.e. Cameo Corporate Services Ltd. at 5th Floor, Subramanian Building, No.1, Club
House Road, Chennai- 600002, e-mail; investor@cameoindia.com, Phong No: 044-40020710 /

We also request all the shareholders to update the KYC details including PAN, e-mail 10, address,
mobile number and Bank details with the Depository Participant (DP), if shares are held in demat
form or in physical form to ensure the ease of communication and seamless payment of dividend

Place : Chennai RAGHURAM MALLELA
Date : 10.04.2026 DGM & COMPANY SECRETARY
Kolkata .. .
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THE INDIAN EXPRESS

NAGPUR METROPOLITAN REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
EOI NOTICE No. 01/2026-27

The Metropolitan Commissioner, N.M.R.D.A., Nagpur, Maharashtra invites Expression of Interest (EQI)
from Competent Entity / Agency for three works; The details of warks will be uploaded on tender website
I.e. www.mahatenders.gov.in

Schedule of Tender Process :-

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

aale of Tender Form
Receipt/ Submission of Bid
Pre - Bid Meeling

Date 15.04.2026 from 02:00 FM. to 02:00 EM. on dated 24.04.2026

Date 15.04.2026 from 02:00 M. to 02:00 PM. on dated 24.04.2026

On 4.00 M. on DL. 20.04.2026 in the office of 5. E. (NMRDA),
station Road, NMRDA, Head Office, Sadar, Nagpur.

Date 27.04.2026 al 02:00 M. or as decided by NMRDA

Opening of Technical Bid

Note :- The detailed tender notice will be available on tender website www.mahatenders.gov.in, NMRDA
website www.nmrda.org, NIT website www.nitnagpur.org and also on official social media pages of the

NMBDA i.e. Instagram, Facebook & Twitter. -sd-

Advt. No. : 5.E.[NMRDA)/05/2026-27 Superintending Engineer (Koradi-Project),
Dated : 10.04.2026 Nagpur Metropolitan Region Development Authority

"IMPORTANT"

E-AUCTION
SALE
NOTICE

TUS1a SiSisIE S

\¢|(pnb]| pumcbnational bank

CIRCLE OFFICE : NORTH 24 PARGANAS
48-A, Jessore Road, Barasat (Near Seth Pukur}, West Bengal, Pin - 700 124, Ph. : 033 2584 4169, E-mail ; cs8291@pnb.bank.in

{97 AT I JUEH )

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION SALE OF IMMOVABLE ' MOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Mofice for Sale of immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconsturction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
act 2002 read with provison to Rule B{6) & %(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002

Motice is hareby. given to the public in general and particular to the Borrower{s} and Guarantons) that the below described immovable properties Maorlgaged /
Chargad o the Punjab Mational Bank (Securad Craditor), the possessian (Physical [ Construciiva maentioned againsi each property) of which has baan taken by
the Authorized Oficer of Punjab National Bank, will be sold on “As is where is”, "As is what is”, and "Whatever there is" on below mentioned dates, for recovery
of under mentioned dues & further interest, charges and costs efe, due to Punjab National Bank from the Borrowers and Guarantors as detailed below, The
Reserve Price and Eamest money Deposit (EMD) amouni for each properly has been furnished below

The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Web Porlal {hitps:baanknet.com}, The General Public is invited to bid either
personally ar by duly suthorised agent.

Last Date of Submission of EMD and Documents ; 28.04.2026 upto 4.00 P.M.

EMD to be deposited BAANKNET Portal ; https:/baanknet.com

Contact Details of Authorised Officer /| Other Officer :
2ri Manish Chattopadhyay, Mobile : B5B2B 64788 |, e-mail : csB8291@pnb.bank.in

8. | a) Name & Address of the Location and Details of ihe Properly Dutsiznding Dues #) Reserve Price | a) Date & Time
Mo. Bormower / Guarantors as per 13{2] Notice (im Lakh] of E-auction
b} Mame of the Branch for which Properfy | b)) EMD (in Lakh)
¢} Property ID iz being soid ;) Bid Muliplier b} Delail of
(im Lakh) Encumbrances
1. | a) 1. M!s. Barmali Bhadra | Equitable Mortgage of Shap Haom Mo, 3 measunng aboul 120 5q. Fea! | Rs. 14.31,704.32 ' a) Rs. 13.70 Lakh | a) 2B.04.2026
covered area and 144 Sq. Fest Super Build up area in ground floor of plus further From
2. Mr. Uttam Bhadra 3+3 slarbed buikding lving and situaled at Mouza - Nana, under Ward No. interast and b) Rs. 1.37 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
(Guarantor). 5 of Barrackpore Municipalily, Halding Mo. 303), JL Ho_ 3, Re. S5a. No. 16, | expenses we.l to
Sfo. Mahendra Kumar Touzi Mo, 107, 108, 182, 340 and 3083, RS Dag No. 478 and 481, LR 01.10. 2025 c) Rs, 0.15 Lakh | 04:00 P.M.
Bhadra Dag Mo, 1470, RS Khatlan Mo, 818 and 458, LR Khatan (Own) No. 1470
under jurisdiction of Titagarh Police Station, The Shop k= demarcated as b} Not Known
b) Barrackpore Branch | Shop No, 3 in Deed No. 150500945 of the yvaar 2017 registered in Book to Bank
M. 1, Violumss Mo, 1505-2017, Page from 19268 1o 19287, As per valuation
c) PUNB4FD2B828435 | of empanelled valuer the property is butted and bounded by : Marth-
Cpen of Sky & Passage, South - Cpen fo Sky, East - Another Shop, West-
Zodown. The Shop s In the name of Uttam Bhadra.
(Under Symbolic Possession)
2. | a} 1. Nasiruddin Gazi, All that piece and parcel of Baslu Land with parlly 3 (G+2) & 2 (G+1) | Bs. 3,55,959.00 | a)Rs. 30.20 Lakh | a) 28.04.2026
Sfo. Mr. Anisur Rahaman | storied Residential Bullding & Structures measuring aboul 1 Katha 13 |wilh fusther interest From
Chittak 25 Sq.ft. or 3.050 Satak, lving and siiuated at Mouza - Jirakpur, | and expenses b} Rs. 3.02 Lakh 11:00 AW,
2. Farida Yasmin, JL. Ne. 94, Old LR Khatian 322, New LR Khatian 9037 (As per | wef 30.06.2025 to
Wi, Masiruddin Gazi Banglarbhuml, in the name of NMasiruddin Gazl} and 9033 (As per c) Rs, 0.35 Lakh | 04:00 P.M.
Banglarbhumd, in the name of Farlda Yasmin), LE Dag Mo, 203, marked
b Dandirhathkhaola as Plot Mo, A in skefch map, under the bocal jursdicton of Ward Mo 18, b) SAM95/2026
Branch of Bagirhat Municipality, P.5. & ADSROD - Basgirhal, District - North 24 DRT -1,
Parganas, vide Sale Deed No. 01346 for the year 2013, registerad in Kolkata
c) PUNBSIW25083465 | Book No, 1, Violume No. 4, Page from 5040 to 5054, The Property s
butted and bounded by : By North - Property of Golam Rahaman Khan;
By South - Mahamava Colony Lang; By East- Mahamaya Colony Lane;
By West - Property of Firej Mondal. The Property is in the name of
(1) Nasiruddin Gazi (2] Farida Yasmin. (Under Symbalic Possession)

3. | a} 1. Mis. Protap All that piece and parcel of land with building thereon measuring aboul | Bs, 10,30,057.98 | a) Rs. 15.00 Lakh | a) 28.04.2026
Enterprise, 10.50 Satak, Iving and situated at Mowza - Pirojpur, J.L, Mo, 113, LR plus further From
Prop. : Protap Adhikary | Khalian No. 3571, New own Khatian Nos, 248, 249 {as per Mutation interast and b} Rs. 1.50 Lakh 1100 A M,
Sfo, Shankar Adhikary Certificate, in the name of Pratap Adhikary, Abhljit Adhikary | expenses w.e.f to
2. Abhijit Adhikary, respectively), Sabek Dag No. 40, New LR Dag No, 79, under the kncal 01,01 2022 c) Rs. 0.15 Lakh | 04:00 P.M.

jurisdiclion of Choigharia Gram Panchayel, ADSR - Bongaon, Dist - North

S0, Shankar Adhika
I 24 Parganas, vide Giff Deed Mo, [-07940 for the vear 20110, recorded in

b) Mot Known

b\ Petrapel Branch Book Mo, 1, CD Volume Mo, 25, Pages from 3962 o 3973, st ADSRO - to Bank
:I F Bangaon. The Property is in the name of {1} Abhijit Adhikary (2) Pratap
¢) PUNBABAA4D378143 Adhikary. The Property is butted and bounded by : By North -
! CGovernment Land, By Sauth - Government Land, By Easf - Governmment
Land, By West - Property of Basudeb Adhikary,
(Under Symbolic Possession)

4. | a} Wi's. Rakib Enterprise | All that piece and parcel of Basty Land with building thereon lyving and | Rs. 10,75,227.58 | a} Rs. 20.50 Lakh | a) 28.04.2026
Prop. : Sahjahan Islam, | situated at Pargana - Kathulia, Mouza - Hydarpur, J.L, No. 38, Re. Za. | with furtherintarest From
Sie. Mahammad Al Mo, 177, Towzi Mo, 3040, RS Khatian Mo, 449, 1016, LR Khatian Mo, 202, and expansas b} Rs. 2.05 Lakh 11:00 AWM,

585, 854, 984 526, New own LE Khatian Mo, 1844 (As per Banglar | we f 01.02.2023 to
Guarantor ; Bhumi}, RS & LR Dag No. 1824, araa of land as per Gift Dead 10.39 c)] Rs, 0.25 Lakh 04:00 P.M.

Tahmina Begam,
Wio, Mr. Sahjahan Islam

Satak and by means of imheritance and &s per mutalion and banglarbhumi,
Total Area of Land in the same Dag and Khatian 15 Satak, under local
jurisdiction of Bagjola Gram Panchayel, P.5. & ADSH - Baduria, Dist -
Morth 24 Parganas, vide Gilt Daed Mo, 00251 for the year 2014, registared
in Boaok Mo. 1, CO Voluma Ko, 1, Pages from 3821 lo 3835, at D3R-,

b} Not known
to Bank
b) Bagjola Branmch

c} PUNBABAAD42E5E6E | Morh 24 Parganas. The Property is in the name of Sahajahan Islam.
iUndear Symbolic Possession)

5. | a} 1. Satyajit Kumar Equitable Marigage of Land and Building measuring 02 Decimal silvated | Rs. 3,25,954.85 a) Rs, 7.00 Lakh | a) 2B.04.2026
Mondal, gl Mouza - |slampur under Police Siaban - Gopaknagar, Dist ; Morfh 24 plus furthar From
2. Mrs. Arati Mondal Parganas of Khatian Mo, B35, Dag Mo, B3/2217. ADSR - Bongaon, Tha irtarast and b} Rs. 0.70 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
Win. Satyajit Kumar ! Title Dead Mo. being 1704 for the year 2000. Property owned by | axpenses w.ed to
Mondal Mr. Satyajit Kumar Mondal. {Under Symbeolic Possession) 01.01.2017 c)] Bs. 0.10 Lakh 04:00 P.M.

b} Mot known

b} Gopalnagar Branch to Bank

c) PUNBABAADAZSETS

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The Sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest [Enforcement) Rules 2002 and o the following further Conditions:
1. The properies arg being sold on “AS 15 WHERE 15 BASIS" and "AS 1S WHAT 1S BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS®

2. The parficulars of Secured Assels spacified in the Schedule herginabove have been siated 1o the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but tha
Authorisad Officar shall not be answarable for any ermor, misstatement or omission in this proclamaltion,

3, The Sala will be dona by the undersigned through e-guction plaliorm provided at the Website https://baanknet.com
4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https:fbaanknet.com & www. pnbindia.in
5, Bank shall not be llable for any kind of statutory dues against the property. Buyers shall be solely responsible for payment of any kind of taxes

Tant &6 ([ UCO BANK

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Zonal Office, Durgapur

Einstein Avenue, B-Zone, Durgapur,
Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman, PIN-T13205

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

Appendix -IV-A [Rule-8(6)]

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES Dated : 27.04.2026

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization & Reconstruction of the Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act 2002 (SARFAESI) read with proviso to Rule B(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in paricular to the Borrower{s) and Guarantons) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorzed Officer of UCO Bank (Secured
Craditor), will ba sold on “As is where is"”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is" on 27.04.2026 for recovery of outstanding balance along-
with interest and other charges due to UCO Bank, the Secured Creditor from the borrower(s M'guarantor(s) mentionad herein, The reserve price
and the earnest money deposit are listed below against each property{ies).

Mame of the Branch &
Authorised Officer with
Mobile Mo,

Mame of the Account

{1. Date of Demand Notice

2. Amount due as per notice
3. Date of Possession

4. Type of Possassion

Details of Immovable Properties

Recoverable @) Reserve Price {in Rs.)
Amount { Eamast Maney Deposit
¢} Bid Incrament Amourt

1. Vivekananda Sarani,
Asansol

Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman
Alc No. 33621032200001
IFS Code : UCBADDD3362

Mr. Bipin Bihari Samal
Mob- TOTT277488 &
Mr. Pravin Kumar

Mob- 8051362236
{Authorised Officer)

Borrower ; M's Fashion Hut
Partner(s) : 1. Nitesh Kumar
Singh, Sio- Lata Naresh Singh,
Village- Madhavpur, P.3-
Farbafta, Osst- Khagarya,
Bihar, PIN- 851215

2. Nomita Dutta, Dio- Mr,
Sambhu Ghosal, Priyanshu
Wi, 15t Hoor, Flatno- <, Sarda
Pally, Vidyasagar Sarani Asansol
Municipal Gonp, Dist- Paschim
Bardhaman-7 13304 W B

One Commercial Shop in the nama of |1. 12.11.2025

“Fashion Hut™ siuated on the first fioor with | 2, Rs. 17,91,422)- as on
Fve storied commercial building (B+G+4) |03 14,2025 (unapplied
name “Vidyasagar Abasan phase-l standing | ;

upon RS plt no- 6391, 28671 & 26672, |5 ey paon o 12020
Mouza- Asansol Municipality, J.L no-20, PS-1" )
Asansol South, P.O- Asansol, 3, B. Gorai Road ,'4' Symbolic Possession
Asansol Near Aambagan Durga Mandir, Dist- |

Paschim Bardhman-713301. Land Bounded |
by:- North- S B Goral Road, South- 6fi wide |
passage, Easi- Room of Others, Wesi- Room i
of Smit. Aarati Gupta

Rs. 18,87,925/- |a) Rs. 47 15,000/-
a5 Oy

09042026 b Rs. 4,71,500/-
[with interasl

appliedupto  |c) Rs. 25,000
31032028 |

2. Machantala Bankura
Dist.- Bankura

Alc No. 08201032200001
IFS Code : UCBADOOOS20

Mr. Ajay Kumar

(Authorised Cfficer)
Mob, 7807602121

Borrower : Mis Joy Baba
Bholenath Agritech Pvt. Ltd
Director(s) :

Mr. Avishek Ghosh

Mr. Haradhan Mondal

Mrs, Gopa Mondal

Choto Bankadaha, P.O-
Bankadaha, P.5- Bishnupur,
Mouza- Cholo Bankadaha,
Dist- Bankiera, W B- 722164
Guarantor(s) :

1. Mr. Avishek Ghosh

Sip- Mr, Tapan Kumar Ghosh
Thanagora, Mutukgan;

F.O & P.5- Bishnupur Dist-
Bankura, WB- 722122

2. Mr. Haradhan Mondal
Sio-Late Kinkar Mondal, \ill-
& PO- Choto Bankadaha,
F.S. Bishnupur, Dist-Bankura
W.B- 722164

3. Mrs, Gopa Mondal

Wio- Ranjit Mondal,

Methani, Kenchak, Jharka,
Chandrakona, Paschim
Medimipur, W.B- 721254

Property-1 (Commercial Land & Building) - |1, 20.12.2019

All thal par-and parcel of mmovable Propery | 2. Rs. 4,62,46,212.91/-
(Commercial fand & budding) of rice mil unit |85 on 31.08:201% {with
admeasuring 756 decimal (32831360 Sq. fi |interest charged upto
ar 457.38 Katha} Situated at Piot No, 255, 266, | 31.08.2019 with further
267, 268 & 273, Knatan Mo, 1326, JL No, 148, |mterest and incidental
Mouza-Chatobankadaha, PS- Bishnupus, Digt- [SXPEnses, costsas
Bankura, Stale- West Bengal, PIN- 722164 in -.;mﬁ'du;bz”n"zen'" terms
the name of Joy Baba Bholanath Agritech Pwi, | 4' PF‘II'jsill:aI Plidgissis
Lid. Represented by its director 1. Mr. Abhishek |

Ghosh 2. Mrs, Gopa Mondal 3. Mr. Haradhan |

Mondal, deed Wo. 71 Dated 00.01.2018 |

Reqd at DSR, Bankurs, Deed No. 120 and 121 |

both dated 18.01.2018 both Regd. At ADER, |

Bishnupur.

Rs. 793.01 Lacs | Property-1

(a5 on | (Commercial Land

0004 2026) | & Building)

mclusveof  |a) Rs. 28943000

interas! up to

31.03.2026)  |b) Rs. 26,94,300 /-
|} R, 50, (0=

3. Vivekananda Sarani,
Asansol

Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman
Alc No. 33621032200001
IFS Code : UCBADOD3362

Mr. Bipin Bihari Samal
{Authorised Officer)
Mob no- TOT7 277488

Borrower : Murarl Kumar Bhuia
S0~ Suraj Bhisa
Bonjenar Collery D type
Jemari, P.O- Salanpur
Dist- Paschim Bardhaman
PIN-713335, WE
Co-Applicanr(s) :

1. Mrs. Saro Bhuia

2. Mrs. Gita Kumari

o~ Sura| Bhisa
Bonjenar Collery D type
Jemari, P.O- Salanpur
Dist- Paschim Bardhaman
PIN-713335, WEB

An area of land admeaswring 3 katha situated 1. 26.05.2025

at B8 Plot MoB60, LR Plot Mo, B8, LR, |2. Rs, 23,16,386 as on
Khatian No. 558, JL Mo. 20, Mouzs- Dendus, :31 03.2025 plus further
P.O- & P.5- Salanpur, Dist- Pagchim Bardhaman, |nterest at ihe contractual
Stae- West Bengal, PIN-713357 in the nama of {Fate on the aforesaid
Sara Bhuia Wio Lale Sura] Bhuia, regresented |@mount together with

by Deed Being No- 022403267 for the year fggﬁ:,?rlgi;p:ﬁs
2015 regd. AL ADSR, Kus, o 28.092016, |SO% RGeS,

Boundaries of the Property:- North: House of | :
Lalit Bhiya, South: Property of others, East: Land | :’Dm:::;
af Plot Mo. 860(P), West 10f Wide Road

Rs. 26,72.822 63~ |a) Rs. 20,86,000,00
a5 o

08.04.2023  |b)Rs. 2,08,600.00
(inclusive

of inferest {c) Rs. 25,000.00
appéad up o

31.05.2026)

4. Kalyani Branch

Dist.- Nadia

Alc No. 2197103220000
IFS Code : UCBAD002197

Kr. Praveen Kumar
{Authorised Officer)
Mob no- 9102461341

Baorrower : Sarathi Kiftunia
Wio Ashim Krtunia

B-2/338, Ground Floor, Shovam
Apartment. P.0- Kalyani, Dist-
Madia, WB-741235

Guarantor(s) : Mr, Ashim Kirtunia
qin Dhirendra Math Kirturdéa
B-2/338, Ground Floor, Shevam
Apartment. P.O- Kabvani,

Desi- Nadia, WB-T41235

Shop-1 : This is 3 Shop Mo, 2 (SBA 100 F1") cated | 1. 28.07.2025

o ground fioos (south facing, middle portion) of 2 | 2, Rs. 7,23,375.45 as on
fve (G+4) storied residental cum commercial | 2806 2025 (exclusive of
hhl'dﬂg viz, "SHIVAM APARTMENT s consinictad :unapphed iﬁif__-[ﬁ-s[ and
on 3 Katha fand is situated af Kaivan B-2338, Ne# | raversal of interest.)
B2 Playground, Black No. B, Sub-Block No. 2. Piat |:3 17.12.2025

No. 388, Under Kalyani Municipality Ward No. 8, |4 Symbolic

F.O. &P Kalyani, PIN- 741235, Dist. Nadia, Wesl oo coe cion

Bengal. The site is just 0.5 Km from Bazar No. 3 |

& about 1 Km Away from Kalyani Central Park. Al |

civic amenities ane in closing approximats, .

Shop-2 : This 15 a Shop Mo, 3 (S8A 100 Ft°) |

|ncated on ground fioor (south-wes facing) of a five |

(G4} stored residential cum commercial buikding |

iz SHIVAM APARTMENT™ & constructed on 5 |

Katha land & situaied at Kalyani B-27038, Mear B2 |

Playground, Black Mo, B, Si-Block No. 2, Piat Ma, |

368, Under Kalyani Murecipaiity Ward No. 8, RO, |

& P35, Kalyani, PIN 741235, Dist. Nadia, West |

Bengal. The sile is just 0.5 Km from Bazar No.3 |

& about 1 Km Away from Kalyani Central Pas. A |

civic amenitiess ane in closing appronimate,

Rs. 7.99,321.45 | SHOP-1
agon 08042026 1a) Rs. 5,04,000.00
(inclusive of {b) K. 30,400.00
unapplied mierest |c) Rs. 10,000.00
up do 31,03.2026)
|SHOR-2
1a) Rs. 5,04,000.00
|b} Rs. 50,400.00
|} Rs. 10,000.00

5. Vivekananda Sarani,
Asansol

Dist.- Paschim Bardhaman
Alc No. 33621032200001
IFS Code : UCBADDOIIG2

Mr. Bipin Bihari Samal
(Authorisad Officer)
Mob no- 7077277488

Borrower : Suresh Yadav

8o Chabou Yaday

Street No- 24M, Cir No- 168,
Area<4 Chittaranjan PiN-713331,
Disl: Paschim Bardhaman, Wesi
Bengal,

Co-applicantis): Anindita Seth
Wig- Suresh yaday

Sireet No-24M, Qir No- 168,
Area-4 Chittaranjan PIN-713331,
Cist- Faschim Bardhaman, Waest
genqgal,

All the pieca and parcel of land and building | 1. 03.07.2024

maasuring 4 decimals (wherain Built up aréa |2, Rs, 41,10,358/- and
1033 sq.fi) natwre Bastu in LR Plot No 128, |interest thereon together
130, LR Khatian No.1584 & 1585, JL No 42 at {with incidental expenses,
Srikrignna Pally, Mouza Ghiyadoba, PO- Achra, | cost charges etc.

PS - Salanpur within ADSR Office of Kulli |3 26 09.2024

(A0SR0 Dist- Paschim Bardhaman, Morigage | 4. Symbolic

Dead No 101222023, Registerad Book MNo- |, ';P.nss&saiun
Volurne no, 2324-2023. page from 244 fo 263, |

Date of Registration 03.01,2023 property in the |

name af Mr. Suresh Yaday, Slo Chabbu Yadav, |

Vill Ambedkar Nagar, P.O & PS- Minijam, Dist- |

Jamtara, Jharkhand and Mrs. Anindita Seth Wi |

Suresh Yadav at Kalyangram 5, PO- Achra, Dist- |

Paschim Burdwan WE-713335. .

Rs. 43.,63,436.69 }a] Rs. 35,21, 000/-
45 0N

(19,04 2026 | b} Rs. 3 52100/
(with interest |

appéed up o o) Rs, 25,000/
31.03.2008)

Terms and Condition :

Details of known encumbrances | Not Known

1. The sale shall ba subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. Detailed terms and conditions
of the sale is available/published in the following websites/web portal:
(1) https:'www.baanknet.com.
2. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIE" and "AS 15 WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS™.

3. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Scheduls hereinabove have been stated to the best of the Information of the Authorized
Officer, but the Authorized Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this prociamation.

4, The Sake will be done by the undersigned through e-auchion platform  provided - at the website hitps:/www.baanknet.com. on 27.04.2026 from 11.00
AM. o 5.00 PM. Itis open to the Bank to appoint a representative and to make sell-bid and paricipats in the auchon,

Date : 11.04.2026 Place : Durgapur

Authorised Officer, UCD Bank

Date : 11.04. 2026
Place : Barasat

Authorised Officer
Punjab Mational Bank

CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED F8I[mgl1]]
CORPORATE OFFICE : SALE

"CHOLA CREST™, G54 & 55, Super B-4, Thirw Vi Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032, India

Chola

Enter a better life

fJ
S

REGIDMAL OFFICE : 55 & 551, Chowringhee Road, 4th Flaar, Chowringhee Court
Opp. Mehru Chindren's Musewm in Rabindra Sadan, Kolkala - 700 071, W.B.

E-auction 3ale Motice for the Sale of Immovable Assets under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Inferest
Act, 2002, read with Proviso to under (Rule & & B}, r'w Rule 8{1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Motice is hereby given o the public in general and particular to the Borrower | Co-borrower [ Mortgagor that the below described Immovable Property morigaged
to the Secured Creditor, the Physical Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company
Limited, the same shall ba raferred herein after as Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited. The Secured Assels will be avcboned on
29.04.2026 on "AS 15 WHERE 15", "AS 15 WHAT 58" and "WHATEVER THERE I3" bazis through E-auction

It ks hereby informed to General Public thal we are godng to condudct public E-Auction through website https:ibankauctions.in/ &
hitps:icholamandalam.com/news/auction-notices

5L Account No, and Name of the Borrower Date & Amount Description of the Secured Assets | a) Reserve Price (RP) | a) E-Auction Date and Time
Mo, { Go-borrower | Mortgagor &5 per Demand {immovable Property) b} Earnest Money b} EMD Submission Last Date
Motice Ws. 13{2) Deposit (EMD) ¢} Inspection Date
¢} Bid Increment Amt, | d) Dale of Possession
{Status of Possession)
1. | Loan Alc. Nos. : XOHEANOOOOD1826638, 18.03. 2021 Al that piece of Land measuring & | a) Rs, T8,00,000.00 | a) 20.04 2026

XOHEANODODOO18266T3 &
KOHEANODODOOZ2ET449

Decimal Equivalent to 4 Cottahs 5
Chittaks along with Double Stonad

(11.00 AM. to 1.00 P.M.

Rs. 1,53.74,246.81 b) Rs. 7.80,000.00 | (with unlimied astension of

s an building and structure maasuring 3 Minutas}
Borrower | Co-bormower ! Mortgagor: 28.0:2.2020 coversd area 2535 5005 le, Ground | c) Rs. 10,000.00
1. Arindam Chatterjee 2. Mahua Chatterjese Floor 1300 Sq.fts, First Floor 1235 b) 28.04. 2020

Sa.ts siuated upon B.S. Plot Mo, 2054 LR Plat Ma. 1711
R.5. Khatian Mo, 2331, 2332 LR, Khalian No. 5188, 5189
& 5190, J.L. No. 20, MouZa - Sanfa, P.S.-Hirapur [0,
Asansol South (M), Distnel - Burdwan, akong wilh all the
ofther Easamant nghls elc., shuated al Hindusthan Park.
under AMC Holding Mo, 59(36/4), Ward No. 01 (53)
Boundaries : Morlh - Reskdential bullding, South: 16'Fis
Foad, East | House of Swapam Rajguru, West ! 12'Fis
Road.

Itis also notified that Case Mo, SAMGOT2022, DRT - 11,
Kolkata whereas there is "MNo Interim / Permanent Stay™
regarding this Auction as on date.

{up to 5.00 P.M.)
3. Uma Chatterjee 4 Mis. Uma Enterprise, Represented By
Its Proprietor Arindam Chatterjes c) 21.04.2026 & 22.04,2026
5. Anindita Mukherjes {10.00 AM. to 1.00. P.M.)
All are at : Hindustan Park, Streal Mo, 1, Raghunath Chak, Asansol,
Pin - 713 304, d) 29.07.2025
[Physical Possession)
6. Anindita Mukherjes
A AS-BI30011, Ralvanpur Road, Burdwan, R. K, Mission, Asamsol,

Pin = 713 305,

1. All interasted paricipants [ bidders are requested to Contact Mr. Prakash Yerma (Authorised Officer) ; Mob. Mo, 883813 43181 & Mr. Subhrangshu Rakshit,
Mob. Mo. 36744 58555 and visit the Website https:/ibankauctions.in/ & hitps:cholamandalam.com/newsl/auction-notices.

For datails and support, prospactive bidders may Contact - Mr. Muhammed Rahees - 81240 00030 / 63748 45616,
E-mail ID : CholaAuctionLAP@chola.murugappa.com. For e-Auction training atone, Contact : Mis. 4Closure; Rekha - 81420 00062,
2. For turthar datails on lerms and conditions pleass visil hitps://bankauctions.in! & https:cholamandalam.cominews/auction-notices to take part in E-auction.

THIS IS ALSO A STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT RULES 2002)

Diate : 11.04,2026
Place ; Kolkata [West Bengal)

Authorised Officer
Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited

PUBLIC NOTICE

(Pursuant o Regufation 8 of the Reserve Bank of India (Non-Banking Financial
Companias - Acguisition of Shareholding or Control) Directions, 2025}

Motice is hareby given to the public at arge thal Desans Holdings and Financa Privale
Limited [DHFPL),a Mon-Bankemg Financial Gompgany (MEFC), having its reqgistered offica at
1436, kasba Feth, Pune-4110717, and holding Certificate of Regisiration isswad by the
Fesarve Bank of India, proposes a ¢change In s ownership and control by way of sale and
transfer of equity shares, purstant io appraval granted by the Reserse Bank of india.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), vide its letter No. CO.DOR HGG.No.57920/16-80-
00 2025-2026 dated Janwary 20, 2028, has comveyad its appraval for the acquisition of
104% of the paid-up equity share capital of DHFPL by Desai Brothers Limited (DBL), subject
to fulliimant of the teems and condfions speciied ihemin

The proposed franster of ownarship and control ks pursuant to-a strateqlc acquisioon of
the Company by Desai Brothers Limited, as approved by the ABL The operations of the
Company shall continue uninterrupted in accordance wilh applicabde regulatory

FEEEMEts,

menfioned below;

Date : 11/04/2026

Accordingly, the existing sharehodters of the Company proposea to transfer 100% of the
eguity sharas of the Company to Desal Brothers Limeted, subject to compliance with
applicable Bws and regulatory requirements,

Amy person having &y objection 1o the proposed transfer, or having any claim, imarest,
or comgern i rasgact thereol, may sulmit such chjection in writing, logathar with supparting
docurments, within 30 (thirty) days from the date of publication of this notice, at the address

The Board of Directors- Desons Holdings and Finance Private Limited

In the absence of any objection recenved within the stipulatad period, it shall be presumed
that no persan hasany objechon tothe proposed transfer of ownership

This pubdic nofice is issued in compliance with Reguiation 8 of the Reserve Bank of Inda
iNon-Banking Financial Companes-Acquisition of Shameboiding or Condrof) Deections, 2025,
redd with e aloresaid approval granted by the Resarve Bank of India
Farand an behalf of Desons Holdings and Finamce Private Limited

14
Mrs. Eheeqlal Navani

requirements

applicable laws and reguiatory requiremants

mentiamad below:

Oate - 11/04,/2026

Accardingly, the existing sharshalders of the Company propose 1o franster 100% of the
gquity shares of the Company 10 Desal Brothers Limited. subject 1o compliance with

Any persan having any objection to the proposed fransfer, or having sy claim, interest,
or concesmin respect theread, may submit such obecton inwiiting, together with supporting
documents, within 30 (thirty) days from the date of publication of this nofice, at the address

The Board of Direclors - Desens Fimvest Private Limited
"Dezai House", 1772, Dhole Patil Road, Pune = 4110071 Email ; infocodesfinplin

Inthe absence of any objection received within the stipulated period, it shall be presumead
that noparson has avy objection 1o the progosed transfer of ownarship

This public notice is isswed in compiEance with Reguiation & of the Reserve Bank of kndia
iMon-Banking Financial Companies-Acquisition of Shareholding or Control) Directions,
2025, read with the afore said approval granted by the Reserve Bank of India.

For and o Denl of Desonts Finvest Private Limited

PUBLIC NOTICE

{Pursoant o Regquiaiion 8 of the Reserve Bank of India (Non-Banking Firancial
Compamies — Acquisition of Sharehoiding or Control) Direclions, 2025)

Notice is heraby given {0 the public af lange that Desons Finvest Private Linni$ed (DFPL), a
Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC), having ds registered office al “Desai House®,
177/2, Dhole Patil Road, Pune-411001, and holding Cerfificate of Registration issued by the
Reserva Bank of India, proposes 3 changa n its ownership and control by way of sase and
fransfer of equity shares, persuant to approval granted by tha Reserve Bank of India.

The Reserva Bank of India (RBI). vide #s letler No. CO.DOR.HGG No 57915/16-80-
0071,/2025-2026 dated January 20, 2026, has conveyed itz approval for the acquisition of
100% of the pald-up aquity share capital of DFPL ty Desal Brathers Limitad (DBL), subject 1
fulfilment of the ferms and conditions specified therem

Tha proposed transter of ownershig and conteol 15 pursuant 1o a stralegic acquisition of
the Company by Dezai Brothers Limited, as approved by the RBI. The operations of the
Company shall continue uninterruptad in accosdance with applicabla regulatory

Mr. Um;slir Parekh

For the Indian Intelligent.
epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata

JOURMALISM OF COURAGE

Place : Pune Designafion: Managing Director (DIN: 06972603} Flace : Pune Director (DIN: 00061242}
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| choose substance
over sensation.
Inform your opinion with
credible journalism.
The Indian Express. &S TheIndianEXPRESS




THE INDIAN EXPRESS SATURDAY,APRIL 11,2026 S

ADVERTORIAL
Steel Ltd.), C. Chandru (CEO, Vedanta Limited — The summit was structured around three flag-
Jharsuguda, Aluminium Business), Bibhu Prasad ship platforms that define The Times Group’s
Mishra (Advisor, Hindalco Industries Limited), commitment to thought leadership and nation-
Palanisamy Velusamy (Vice President & Unit building:
Head, Paradeep Phosphates Ltd.), and Gopal e ET Now Business Summit & Awards
Krishna Mohapatra (Group Editor, Prameya e ET Now Health Ranking & Conclave
Group), all of whom contributed to enriching e Times Now Excellence in Education
discussions and sectoral insights. These platforms collectively reflect a strong

TIMESNOW.IN

Excellence in Education
East -2026

® =1 AWARDS

ETNOW.IN ODISHA-2026

he Times Group, one of India’s largest and belief that Business, Health, and Education are conducted by Research And Insights, New Delhi,
most influential media conglomerates, the three fundamental pillars driving sustainable following a robust and credible research meth-
successfully hosted a prestigious multi- development, inclusive growth, and long-term odology. This ensured that honours were based
sector summit on 24th February 2026 at Vivanta national progress. Through engaging panel on merit, performance, industry benchmarks,
Bhubaneswar, DN Square. The day-long event discussions, insightful keynote sessions, and and measurable outcomes, thereby reinforcing
brought together prominent leaders, policymak- interactive exchanges, the summit facilitated the prestige and trust associated with The Times
ers, and industry experts from key sectors includ- meaningful dialogue, knowledge sharing, and Group’s platforms.
ing Healthcare, Education, Aluminium, Steel, and collaborative thinking among stakeholders. The event was seamlessly anchored by MC
Mining, reinforcing Odisha’s growing prominence The evening culminated in a grand awards Anuj Char, whose dynamic stage presence, ar-
as a hub of industrial, infrastructural, and socio- ceremony, where The Times Group honoured dis- ticulation, and professionalism elevated the overall
economic development. tinguished organizations and institutions that have experience. His engaging style ensured smooth
The summit witnessed the presence of several demonstrated excellence, innovation, leadership, transitions across sessions, making the summit
eminent dignitaries, including Shri Prithiviraj and measurable impact across their respective do-  both impactful and memorable for all attendees.
Harichandan, Honourable Minister of Law, Works mains. These recognitions were not merely sym- Overall, the summit stood as a powerful testa-
& Excise, Government of Odisha, and noted bolic but were backed by a rigorous, transparent, ment to Odisha’s rising growth momentum, while
B|0||YW00d pr?_rs_onilitnyino ||V|0dr ea. _Tge e;/ent S?Ir_n Pritwvirsj I;aéichandgn, Honourabl;aglc:nister Dino I\élotr]ea, Indian actoL ahnd former sup%rénodel, and research-driven evaluation process, ensuring ;eaffirming 'I;he Times Group’s role as a catalyst
also saw participation from leading Industry of Law, Works xcise, Government o isha, graced the occasion with his presence, adding authenticity and credibility. or meaningful conversations, industry recognition,
voices such as Anil Kumar Singh (President, JSW  Eege R S el glamour and star appeal to the event The evaluation and selection of awardees were and nation-building initiatives.
Ranking Top Private Engineering Colleges Across East India Ranking Top Private BBA Colleges Across East India
1 Institute of Technical Education and Research (SOA),Bhubaneswar, Odisha 1 ' The Bhawanipur Education Society College (BESC), Kolkata
2 Institute of Engineering and Management(IEM), Kolkata 2 Institute of Engineering and Management(IEM), Kolkata
3 University of Engineering & Management (UEM), Kolkata , West Bengal 3 JD Birla Institute
4 | C.V. Raman Global University, Bhubaneswar , Odisha 4 Brainware University
5 JIS College Of Engineering, Kalyani, West Bengal 5 NSHM Business School, Durgapur
6 Swami Vivekananda Institute of Science & Technology, Sonarpur, West Bengal 5 Adamas University
7 Supreme Knowledge Foundation, Mankundu, West Bengal Ranking ' Top Private LAW Colleges Across East India
Ranking Top Private Engineering Colleges Across West Bengal 1 SOA National Institute of Law (SNIL), Bhubaneswar
1 Institute of Engineering and Management(IEM), Kolkata 2 ' University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Kolkata
2 ' University of Engineering & Management (UEM), Kolkata , West Bengal 3 JIS University, Kolkata (School of Juridical Science)
3 JIS College Of Engineering, Kalyani, West Bengal 4 ' Adamas University, Kolkata
4 Swami Vivekananda Institute of Science & Technology, Sonarpur, West Bengal 5 Brainware University, Kolkata
| 5 | Supreme Knowledge Foundation, Mankundu, West Bengal 6 ' Kingston Law College
Ranking Top Private MBA Colleges Across East India Ranking Top Private LAW Colleges Across West Bengal
1 Institute of Business and Computer Studies (IBCS), Bhubaneswar, Odisha | University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Kolkata
2 | Institute of Engineering and Management(IEM), Kolkata 2 JIS University, Kolkata (School of Juridical Science)
3 International Management Institute (IMI), Bhubaneswar 3 Adamas University, Kolkata
4 JIS College Of Engineering, Kalyani, West Bengal 4 Brainware University, Kolkata
5 Bengal Institute of Business Studies (BIBS), Kolkata | 5 "Kingston Law College
3 | IGIobsyn BuTl:/Iess SEaC :(olkata IMD. Kolk Ranking Top Private Hotel Management Colleges Across East India
nternation n ment Institut t il
5 | EIIiMa: Ii ; anageme S (W) el et 1 School of Hotel Management (SHM), Bhubaneswar
. , Kolkata - - - -
- 5 i e T S 2 University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Kolkata
alcutta Business School Kolkata T . .
= S — S ———— 3 ' IIHM Kolkata - International Institute of Hotel Management, Kolkata
raxis Business School, Kolkata .
- . 4 Subhas Bose Institute of Hotel Management [SBIHM]
Ranking Top Private MBA Colleges Across West Bengal 5 BNG Hotel M T Institute. Kolkat
: otel Management Institute, Kolkata
1 | Institute of Engineering and Management(IEM), Kolkata . . =
5 ' JIS College Of Engineering, Kalyani, West Bengal Ranking Top Private Hotel Management Colleges Across West Bengal
3 | Bengal Institute of Busines,s Studie; (BIBS), Kolkata ! University of Engineering & Management (UEM) Kolkata
4 : Tse T Biehess oo ol ’ 2 IIHM Kolkata - International Institute of Hotel Management, Kolkata
5 International Management Institute (IMI), Kolkata S . UL EOILIR ] Hot.el Management (SBIHM)
6 EIILM . Kolkata 4 BNG Hotel Management Institute, Kolkata
= Calcutta Business School Kolkata 5 . - Guru N?nak Institute of Hotel Management, Kolkata
3 Sl S e Ealneal | el i Ranking To;-) Prl-vate MC/-.\ Co!leges Across West Bengal
Ranking Top Private Medical Colleges Across East India 1 University of Engineering & Management (UEM) Kolkata
1 Institute of Medical Sciences and SUM Hospital (SOA), Bhubaneswar 2 ) iy Bhiversiy elles
2 Gouri Devi Institute of Medical Sciences and Hospital, Durgapur 3 | Adamas University, Kolkata
3 IQ City Medical College Hospital 4 | Brainware University, Kolkata
4 | KPC Medical College and Hospital 5 Sister Nivedita University, Kolkata
5 ICARE Institute of Medical Science and Research Ranking Top Private BCA Colleges Across West Bengal
Ranking Top Private Medical Colleges Across West Bengal 1 Institute of Engineering and Management (IEM), Kolkata
1 Gouri Devi Institute of Medical Sciences and Hospital | |2 NSHM Knowledge Campus, Durgapur
2 IQ City Medical College Hospital 3 ' JIS College of Engineering, Kolkata
3 KPC Medical College and Hospital 4 Guru Nanak Institute of Technology , Kolkata
4 | ICARE Institute of Medical Science and Research 3 | Techno Main Salt Lake, Kolkata

CATEGORY WINNER CATEGORY WINNER

Excellence in Integrated Steel Production & Value- ' JSW Bhushan Power & Steel Limited Ranked No. 1 BBA College in the East The Bhawanipur Education Society College (BESC),
Added Steel Products Manufacturing Kolkata
Excellence in Aluminium Manufacturing & Innovation | Vedanta Limited | Ranked No. 1 Private Medical College in West Bengal | Gouri Devi Institute of Medical Sciences and Hospital
Senior Industry Mentor | Bibhu Prasad Mishra,Advisor, Hindalco Industries | ; (GIMSH)
Limited Best Engineering College in the East Institute of Technical Education and Research (ITER),
Most Enterprising Industry Leader, Eastern India | Anil Kumar Singh, President, JSW Steel Ltd. | | Bhubaneswar
Most Enterprising Young CEO, Eastern India ' C. Chandru, CEO, Vedanta Limited — Jharsuguda Ranked No. 1 B-Tech College of West Bengal _ Institute of Engineering and Management, (IEM), Kolkata
(Aluminium Business) Ranked No. 2 B-Tech College of West Bengal ! University of Engineering & Management,(UEM), Kolkata
Veteran Journalist & Editor ' Gopal Krishna Mohapatra,Group Editor Prameya & Best B-Tech College of Jaipur | University of Engineering & Management,(UEM), Jaipur
News7 Best Management College in the East Institute of Business and Computer Studies (IBCS)
No. 1 Odia Daily Newspaper | PRAMEYA Ranked No. 1 MBA College of West Bengal | Institute of Engineering and Management, (IEM), Kolkata
Renowned Social Entrepreneur, Global Diplomat & ' Sourav Mukherjee, Founder and Director of the " | Ranked No. 1 CBSE School, North 24 Parganas, | Morning Bells Academy (High School)
Peace Ambassador Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) Kolkata, West Bengal .
Best Phosphatic Fertilizer Manufacturer | Paradeep Phosphates Limited | Best in Overseas Education Consultancy | Bluesky Educational Services Pvt Ltd
. State’s most trusted OOH Media Owners | Ajanta Advertisers | Ranked No. 2 BBA College of West Bengal Institute of Engineering and Management, (IEM), Kolkata
Leading Female Social Entrepreneur Zubina Ali Ranked No. 1 BCA College of West Bengal Institute of Engineering and Management, (IEM), Kolkata
Best Hospital in Cardiology SUM Ultimate Medicare Best BCA College of Jaipur  University of Engineering & Management, (UEM), Jaipur
Best Hospital in Oncology IMS & Sum Hospital, Bhubaneswar Best Law College in the East | SOA National Institute of Law (SNIL)
Senior Consultant, Critical Care Medicine | Dr Alok kumar Panigrahi, Sum Ultimate Medicare Ranked No. 1 Law College of West Bengal | University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Kolkata
Senior Consultant, General Medicine, | Dr. Srikant Dhar, Sum Ultimate Medicare Best School of Hotel Management, East : Sch°°| .Of Hotel I\{Ianag.:]ement (SHM)
Leading Hospital of East in Patient Care | IMS and SUM Hospital, Bhubaneswar g::lg(zfl No. 1 Hotel Management College of West University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Kolkata
Bt EnEl CElErR e 22 | IG5 i B2 ) SHEnees . Best Pharmacy Institution in the East | School of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Centre for Bio
Emerging Hospital of East IMS and SUM Hospital Campus 2, Phulnakhara Technology
Best Multi Superspeciality Quarternary Care Hospital | SUM Ultimate Medicare | Best Agricultural College in the East Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IAS)
in the East | Ranked No. 1 MCA College of West Bengal | University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Kolkata
Emerging Veterinary Hospital in the East | Institute of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Sciences | Best MBA College of Jaipur ‘ University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Jaipur
'Emerging Hospital in Southern Odisha ' SUM Hospital sitalpali, | | Best BBA College of Jaipur ' University of Engineering & Management,(UEM) Jaipur
Leading University in the East Siksha ‘O’ Anusandhan Leading Nursing College in the East . Sum Nursing College, Bhubaneswar

Disclaimer: The listings and rankings have been determined by an exclusive survey conducted by Research and Insights, using a robust methodology. The publication/media house and its affiliates, employees, authorized representatives, and group companies are

not responsible or liable for these rankings. Readers are advised to make informed decisions before acting upon the survey listings and rankings.
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Rare Rest Day

WHEN BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin chaired a
meeting with state unit
presidents and in-charges
from across the country at
the party headquarters on
Friday, a few leaders were
missing. Sources said
office-bearers from states
where elections are being
held were exempted from
attending the meeting.
What surprised manyinthe
BJP was the fact that the
exemption was not just for
leaders from West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu, where pol-
lingis yet to take place, but
also for those from Assam
and Kerala where the voting
is over. They were allowed
to take rest after the hard
work during the campaign.
Itwas arareinstance asthe
BJP is known for starting
preparations for its next
goal the day after the
pollingis over.

Ticket Hopefuls

IN RAJASTHAN, where
Rajya Sabhaelections are
duesoon,the BJPisseeing
another kind of discussion
in party circles. Those who
lost the Assembly pollsin
2023 and those who lost the
Lok Sabha electionsin 2024
—the BJP came down from
25to14 seatsinthe state —
are tryingtogetanRS
ticket. The hopefuls are dis-
cussing prospects of their
entry tothe Upper House,
so much so that those meet-
ing Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma arelearnttobe
slippingin a few words for
themselves. The
candidates, however, are to
be decided by the party’s
central leadership.

*CROSSWORD

SIR IN 10 STATES, THREE UNION TERRITORIES SO FAR

Electoral rolls trimmed by
5.58 cr, mostin Gujarat, UP

Damini Nath
New Delhi, April 10

THE ELECTION Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls, held in 10
states and three Union Terri-
tories so far, hasled to the elec-
torate being cut by 5.58 crore or
9.55%.

The second round of the SIR
of electoral rolls, which was car-
ried outin nine states and three
Union Territories starting Oc-
tober last year, concluded on
Friday, with the electorate in
these states/UTs Dbeing
trimmed by 5.37 crore or
10.55%. Including Bihar, where
the SIR was held in the first
phase, the number of electors
hasgone down from 58.87 crore
t0 53.28 crore.

The SIR phase twoended on
Friday with the publication of
the final electoral roll in Uttar
Pradesh, where the number of
electors went from 15.44 crore
to 13.39 crore, showing a de-
crease 0f13.23%. While the elec-
toral rolls of the other
states/UTs were published in
February, the EC had given
Uttar Pradesh an extension till
April 10.

Overall, the electoratein the
12 states/UTs (Rajasthan, Goa,
Lakshadweep, Puducherry, Gu-
jarat, Chhattisgarh, Andaman
& Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Mad-
hyaPradesh, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and UP), went from
50.97 crore on October 27,2025,

e SIRdeletionsin
second phase
State/UT changein%|

' Andaman & Nicobar | -16.87 |
| Uttar Pradesh 1323
' Gujarat 134
 Chhattisgarh N77
' Tamil Nadu 1155
|Goa 1075
West Bengal -8.06
' Puducherry -157
' Bihar -6.04
' Madhya Pradesh -5.97
| Rajasthan -5.74
| Kerala -3.22
' Lakshadweep -0.36
'TOTAL | 1055 |

when the EC announced the
SIR, to 45.59 crore
post-SIR.

Among the nine states, Gu-
jarat saw the highest cutin elec-
tors (13.39%), followed by UP
(13.23%), Chhattisgarh (11.77%),
West Bengal (11.63%) and Tamil
Nadu (11.55%). Overall, Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands had
the highest decrease (16.86%).
In Bihar, where the EC had
adopted a different methodol-
ogy, the number of electors had
decreased by 6%.

In a break from the annual
and pre-poll Special Summary
Revisions (SSR), the EC had on
June 24, 2025 decided to con-

duct the SIR for the whole
country, starting with Bihar
where Assembly elections were
due in November.

The EC had said in its order
that the last intensive revision
was carried out about 20 years
ago and the rapid urbanisation
and migration since then had
necessitated a clean-up of the
rolls.

As opposed to the SSR,
where additions and deletions
are made to the existingroll, in
an intensive revision, the rolls
are prepared afresh. In previous
intensive revisions, the EC offi-
cials, usually Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLOs), went house to
house with an enumeration
register to check the number
and details of electors. How-
ever, the EC adopted an un-
precedented method for the
SIR exercise, requiring all elec-
tors to submit an enumeration
form within a one-month dead-
line, or face deletion in the draft
roll.

The EC also required certain
categories of electors to submit
documents to establish their
eligibility, including citizen-
ship, which was also an un-
precedented method.

The EC’s June 24, 2025
order has been challenged in
the Supreme Court, with critics
terming the SIR a check of citi-
zenship through the back door.
The EC has announced that it
will start the SIR in the remain-
ing states/UTs soon.

2.05 cr names deleted in UP as final list released

LalmaniVerma
Lucknow, April 10

THE FINAL list of voters in
Uttar Pradesh was released on
Friday, with the deletion of
2.05 crore names from the
electoral roll following the
166-day Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise in the
state.

The deletions account for
13.27 per cent of the voters who
were on the roll before the SIR
began in October last year.

While the state had a total
of 15.44 crore electors before
the SIR began, the number
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ACROSS

1Intellectual man let loose (6)

4 Carelessly hands out alarge
amount (8)

9 A pure beginner? (6)

10 Debit one transferred following
orders (8)

12 Little colour in soft drink (4)

13 Colour that’s a success in two
different ways (5)

14 Girl beginning serious criminal
record (4)

17 Unable to say why you can’t
solve this puzzle? (4,3,5)

20 Last thing an American can bet
with? (6,6)

23 Woeful cry from a girl we hear
(4)

24 In time chaps improve (5)

25 The French way to get fat (4)

28 To each in turn it appears to be
just beginning (8)

29 Picture producer (6)

30 Left in error?(3,5)

31Look for a feature about double
parking (6)

DOWN

1 Exclusive command of the game
(8)

2 He writes television play that is
putout (8)

3 Chief part of the foot (4)

5 Are tailors so addictive? (5-7)

6 Letloose a gundog in the centre
(4)

7 A meal I cooked for a girl (6)

8 The cadis outto break the
engagement (6)

111t’s played for someone’s benefit
(7.5)

15 Going on twelve inches (5)

161 do it when playing the fool (5)
18 Feel a bit upset by a trifling
annoyance (8)

19 The new director has yet to be
paid (8)

21 Share it with Nora perhaps (6)
22 1t’s lucky mother’s gone to bed
(6)

26 Upwards of 101 meeting points
(4)

271t’sabitwet —and sois he (4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5959 ACROSS: 1 Alive, 4 Chipper, 8 Rap, 9 By no
means, 10 Sounder, 11 Reply, 13 Scenes, 15 Editor, 18 Bitts, 19 Turmoil, 21
Redundant, 23 Rex, 24 Numbers, 25 Spied DOWN: 1 Arrests, 2 Imprudent, 3
Ebbed, 4 Canary, 5 Immured, 6 Pea, 7 Risky, 12 Pot-pourri, 14 Essence, 16
Relaxed, 17 Strays, 18 Baron, 20 Rites, 22 Dim

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

A ___planviolently executed now is betterthana____plan

executed next week. -
FREED
LTOOT

George S. Patton (4,.,7)
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stands at 13.39 crore
(13,39,84,792) in the final roll.
Of these, 7.3 crore (54.54 per
cent) are male, and 6.09 crore
(45.46 per cent) are female.

There are 4,206 third
gender electors.

At a press conference in
Lucknow, state CEO Navdeep
Rinwasaid 17.63 lakh votersin
the final list are in the age
group of 18-19.

The gender ratio in the
final roll, 834, is better than
the previous ratio of 824
recorded in the draft electoral
roll on January 6, he added.

topped the list with 22.89 per
cent (9.14 lakh) and 20.24 per
cent (5.75 lakh) deletions,
respectively, when compared
to the electoral roll as of
October 27, 2025, when the
Special Intensive Revision

process began in the
state.
They are followed by Kan-

pur Nagar at 19.42 per cent
(6.87 lakh) and Gautam Bud-
dha Nagar at 19.33 per cent.
The districts with the lo-
west fall in voter deletions are
Lalitpur (6.66 per cent), Ha-
mirpur (6.88 per cent) and Pi-

Lucknow and Ghaziabad libhit (797 per cent).
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When BJP loses on real issues, it hides
behind institutions to attack: Akhilesh

Press Trust of India
Jaipur, April 10

SAMAJWADI PARTY supremo
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday said
when BJP starts to lose on real
issues, it hides behind institu-
tions to carry out its attacks.

During his visit to Jaipur,
Yadav alleged that the Election
Commission (EC) was working
“at the behest of the BJP”, par-
ticularly during bypolls in
Uttar Pradesh.

“Election commissions are
working at the behest of the
BJP. Of all the bypolls in Uttar
Pradesh, the Election Com-
mission has worked on the di-
rections of the BJP,” Yadav
added.

“When BJP startstolose on
real issues, it hides behind in-
stitutions to carry out its at-
tacks,” he said.

He also accused the BJP of
failing to ensure the dignity
and security of religious
leaders, alleging that “Shanka-
racharyas are being insulted”,
and said that governments run
by the BJP must take responsi-
bility for their protection.

He also invoked the Sa-
majwadi Party's PDA (Pichhda,

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav enjoys snacks at a cafe in Jaipur on Friday. Express

Dalit, Alpsankhyak) plank, as-
serting that the alliance repre-
sents those facing hardship.
“Where there is pain, there is
PDA; where there is BJP, there
ispain,” he said, addingthat he
had come to Rajasthan to
strengthen the party's social
coalition.

PDA, an acronym coined

by the SP, stands for Pichhda
(backward classes), Dalit and
Alpsankhyak (minorities).
The SP chief also took a
swipe at former Bihar chief
minister Nitish Kumar, saying
leaders within the INDIA bloc
had once hoped he would re-
tire after becoming prime min-
ister, but now it appeared he

might instead retire as a Rajya
Sabha member.

In a remark on Rajasthan
politics, Yadav said the state
would have seen more devel-
opment had former chief min-
ister Vasundhara Raje been in
power, adding that “a 'parchi'
(slip)-appointed chief minister
cannot deliver progress.”

High court ends 36-yr wait, orders seller to
honour 1990 property deal at original rate

Manraj Grewal Sharma
Chandigarh, April 10

BRINGING AN end to a legal
battle spanning more than
three decades, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court on Friday

upheld orders directing the
completion ofa19901and deal,

grantingreliefto the buyer after

36 years.

A bench of Justice Virinder

Aggarwal ordered “specific per-

formance” of the agreement, a

legal remedy that means the
seller must go ahead and com-

plete the deal as originally
promised, instead of merely

paying compensation.
The bench dismissed the

appeal filed by Desa Singh

against Rawail Singh (since de-
ceased,

now represented
through legal heirs). The court

ve THE
TICKLING
E-Eﬂ.‘ﬁi"

directed the appellant to
execute the sale deed within
one month of the buyer deposi-
ting the remaining paymentin
the trial court. If he fails to do
so, the court canstepin and get
the sale deed executed.

The dispute dates back to
May 28,1990, when Desa Singh
agreed to sell 8 kanals of land
out of his holding of 10 kanals
12 marlas in Mukerian, Hos-
hiarpur district, to Rawail Singh
for Rs40,000. An amount of Rs
25,000 was paid upfront, with
the sale deed to be executed by
May 28, 1991.

According to the buyer, he
appeared before the Sub-Regis-
trar, Mukerian, on the agreed
date with the balance amount,
but the seller did not turn up.
He later issued a legal notice
fixing another date, but the
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL
4s INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku

1to 9 must appear in
each of the nine vertica
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the

nine boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SUDOKU 6285

WHY DO | HAVE | WE'RE BUILDING
A NEW REC

cUBICLE? ./ AREA WITH
———;:"/\F-’HG*?M, Vs,
| _EVERYTHNG! |

puzzle, every digit from

1

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;

Ss =Very Hard;
6s = Genius
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seller again failed to appear,
leading to a suit being filed in
September 1991.

Desa Singh contested the
claim, alleging the agreement
was fraudulent and that the
money was actually aloan with
12 per centinterest. He claimed
the agreement to sell was fabri-
cated and offered to return the
money with interest instead of
selling the land.

Both the trial court and the
first appellate court ruled in fa-
vour of the buyer. In the high
court, the seller tried to intro-
duce fresh documentsto argue
that such agreements were
often used as loan security.

Rejecting this attempt, the
high court said a party cannot
introduce acompletely new ar-
gument at such a late stage, es-
pecially when it was not part of

*ROYALSTARS

the original defence.

On the key issue of whether
thebuyer had done his part, the
court found his conduct con-
sistent and credible. It relied on
affidavits showing he was pres-
ent at the Sub-Registrar’s office
on both occasions, along with
legal notices and postal records.
The court also clarified that a
buyer does not need to physi-
cally carry cash at all times;
showing up with the ability and
intention to pay is enough.

The case, filed in 1991 and
reachingthe high courtin1996,
remained pending for decades.
During this period, Rawail
Singh passed away and hislegal
heirs continued the case.

The court has now directed
the buyer’s side to deposit the
remaining Rs 15,000 within
two months.

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): A discussion with a friend
could be helpful today. It will be powerful and intense. But
advice from someone older or more experienced should
be taken into consideration. Tonight: Friendships.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You're high-vis today, be-
cause you have strong feelings about something. You
might feel obsessed. This could relate to some behind-the-
scenes plans that you feel should be observed. This is not
animpulse. Tonight: You're admired.

@E'

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is an excellent day to
study and learn. You have definite ideas about what you
want to achieve, and possibly someone more experienced
will help you to modify your goals. Tonight: Explore.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Today you might have an
important discussion with someone in authority. It could
be about financial matters, loans, or inheritances — some-
thing like that. They might want assurance about some-
thing. Clean this up. Tonight: Check your finances.

0 &

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Be helpful and conciliatory when
dealing with spouses, partners and close friends. They
might want to firm up details about higher education or
travel. Tonight: Listen to advice.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): You're pulled in two directions
today: Part of you wants to travel. The other part of you
wants to work hard to accomplish something and also to
improve your health. Either way, you have the practical re-
sources to support your choice. Tonight: Work.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): This is a passionate day for ro-
mantic partners. You might have definite ideas about so-
cialising. Someone older might weigh in with their
opinions. Perhaps a partner feels increased responsibil-
ities. Thisis a good day to plan for future fun events and va-
cations. Tonight: Socialise with someone.

0 886

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Today family discussions
will be intense and very much to the point. Someone older
or wiser might share their expectations as well, especially
about your work, your responsibilities and perhaps even
your health. Lighten up! Tonight: Relax at home.

=

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You're persuasive
today, to put it mildly, because you have something to say
and you intend to be understood. You might be interested
inmaking some travel plans. You might have ideas for a so-
cial occasion that will be lively. Tonight: Discussions.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): You might be zealous
about financial issues. This might be about the cost of
something. It might be about purchasing something. It
might be about finding the funds to do what you want. To-
night: Check your money.

28

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): This morning you are fix-
ated on a particularidea. You'll be persuasive and convinc-
ing when talking to others. But if you come on too strong,
you will turn them away! Let your enthusiasm sell your
ideas. Tonight: You're strong.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Research might dig up some
interesting information today. Very likely, it relates to finan-
cial matters, earnings, cash flow or perhaps even a pre-
vious expense. Meanwhile, enjoy the beauty of your sur-
roundings today. Tonight: Privacy.

et
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National Pet Day

What about the ones
who don’t belong to anyone,
yvet belong to all of us!?

%\_ m 2160123 | /

They don't ask for much. A moment of recognition, A few seconds of
kindness. Sometimes, just the quiet comfort of knowing someone sees
them. Yel across our streets, thousands of dogs live with one persistent
uncertainty—where their next meal will come from.

They curlup near familiar gates and doorways, becoming faces we learn
to recognise, even if we never learn their names. They are ours not by
ownership, but by shared existence. And still, for so many of them, food
is never guaranteed.

This matters more than it might seem. A dog that is
regularly and properly fed is healthier, more resilient,
and better able to resist disease. Nutrition is not a
kindness reserved for pets with homes. It is a basic
requirement for any animal's wellbeing.

Ve

At Zigly Pet Care, extending care beyond our Centres has never been a
talking point: it has been work we've actually shown up to do.

In December 2025, we ran a ground-level intervention in Shalimar
Bagh that reached over 3,500 street dogs. Every dog in the programme
was wvaccinated and microchipped. In a single neighbourhood,
thousands of animals moved from invisible to protected. The effort
required significant coordination, community invelvement, and
an-ground execution, and it demonstrated what structured, committed
care for community animals can actually look like at scale.

That initiative also clarified something important, A vaccination drive,

however impactful, is one event. These dogs need care every single day
and the most immediate, daily need is reliable food.

S\ SHALIMAR
Y

Ty

Vaccinated & Microchipped

.-

Vet Care

Introducing ZI€LY CARES
Dry Food for Community Dogs

Building on that foundation, Zigly Pet Care is launching Zigly Cares
A dry food range developed specifically for community dogs.

The formulation addresses the realities of outdoor life, supporting
energy, immunity, and overall health in dogs that face daily physical
demands without the safety of a home. |t is designed for sufficient
distribution, whether you're feeding one dog near your building or
running a larger neighbourhood effort.

The goal is to make consistent feeding uncomplicated. No preparation
required. No expertise needed, Just a reliable, nutritious meal that
anyone can provide.,

Meaningful, lasting care for community dogs doesn't come from a
single act. It comes from daily habit from enough people making a small,
regular effort that adds up te something real.

This National Pet Day, Zigly invites you to be a part of
this initiative. Pick up a pack. Feed a friend.

- . . O D S D S O

Available at your nearest [=] EE

r{1:14') pet Care ﬁﬁﬁ;
centre or at zigly.com.  [a] -.'_'*T'irﬂi

**All proceeds will go towards welfare of street animals.

Pet Spa & Grooming

epaperinalanexpress.com g . .

Zigly Pet Care is India's fastest growing pet care ecosystem. built
argund the belief that pets deserve consistent, expert-backed care at
every stage of their lives.

We have expert veterinary care, professional grooming, and a curated
range of pet nutrition and products, all available together, at our
physical pet care centres.

43+ centres in18 cities

We are not a store that happens to offer services, or a clinic that stocks
a few products. We are a complete, end-to-end environment where
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‘SANKALP PATRA’

UCCtowomen welfare: BJP unveils manifesto

Party makes several promises,
announces initiatives to establish its
credentials as a party of Bengalis

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, April10

WITH LESS than two weeks to
go for Phase 1 ofthe West Bengal
Assembly elections, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday released the BJP’s San-
kalp Patra, or manifesto, laying
outthe party’s Bengal roadmap.
The party’s emphasis is on its
core concerns such as national
security and Infiltration,
women’s empowerment, the
upliftment of the youth, Bengali
pride, and infrastructure.

Targeting the TMC govern-
ment, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said at the manifesto
release, “These 15 years for Ben-
gal and its people are like kaal-
ratri (dark time). With a lot of
hope, the people of West Bengal
gave the mandate to Mamata
Banerjee. They (TMC) took the
second term, also saying they
did not have enough time and
they got the third mandate with
the help of infiltrators and
goons. The people of Bengal are
now scared and want change.”

These are the major take-
aways:

Infiltration, UCC, and
‘lovejihad’

This has been one of the
BJP’skey poll planksin thestate.
Amid continued polarisation
over voter roll deletions, es-
pecially in border districts, the
BJP has intensified its infiltra-
tion narrative. The Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led TMC, the party al-
leges, facilitates the entry of
undocumented immigrants
from across the border.

In line with this, the BJP has
promised to adopt a zero-toler-
ance policy on infiltration, say-
ing it will implement the “De-
tect, Delete and Deport” model
and take strict measures to pre-
vent illegal infiltration and ad-
dress “silent demographic in-
vasion”. The BJP has said it will
ensure land allocation for fenc-
ing along the India-Bangladesh
border within 45 days of forming
the government.

The BJP promised to imple-
ment a Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in Assam and has re-
peated thatin Bengal too, prom-
ising to bring in a piece of legis-
lation on it. The party has also
promised strict laws against
“love jihad” and “land jihad”,
statingthat its objective isto pro-
tect the state’s “social and terri-

torial integrity”, and vowed to
end “mafiarule”.

The BJP has already imple-
mented UCC in Uttarakhand
and passed the law in Gujarat,
and this is a continuation of its
strategy to bring it about across
the country by implementing it
state by state. With UCC and
land and love “jihad” finding
prominent space in its mani-
festo, the party has signalled to
its core base its intention to
tackle what it sees as TMC'’s pa-
tronage of the minority commu-
nity that, accordingtoit, hasled
to demographic changes across
the state, especially in the border
areas.

Welfare politics and

focus onwomen

With women backing TMC
to the hilt for well over a decade,
the BJP has attempted to tackle
this in the manifesto by promis-
ing to provide a monthly finan-
cial assistance of Rs 3,000 to
women toensure their financial
independence. This is almost
doublethe Rs1,500 thatwomen
receive under the TMC govern-
ment’s Lakshmir Bhandar
scheme (itisRs1,700 forwomen
from SC and ST communities).

The BJPhasalso promised to
empower 75 lakh women as
Lakhpati Didis, establish at least
one women's police station in
every sub-division and a
women’s helpdesk at every sta-
tion,amonetary assistance of Rs
2,1000 and six nutritional kitsto
pregnant women from finan-
cially marginalised familiesand
women-only “Durga Surokha”
squads consisting of patrol
teams of women officers to pa-
trol busy city areas and public
places.

The BJP has said it will also
establish two all-women battal-
ions named after Matangini
Hazraand Rani Rashmoniinthe
state reserve police force and
provide 33% reservation for
women in all state government
jobs, including the police.

While the party has success-
fully received women’s backing
in states such as Madhya Pra-
desh and Maharashtra because
of similar DBT schemes, in Ben-
gal, women are one of the main
engines of the TMC’s electoral
dominance.

Youth andjobs

The BJP has consistently tar-
geted the Mamata Banerjee gov-

ernment over thelack of jobs for
the youth. To address that, the
party has promised a monthly
assistance of Rs 3,000 forunem-
ployed youth (twice the amount
the TMC has promised to pay)
and speaks of providing 1 crore
new jobs and self-employment
opportunities in the next five
years to prevent migration and
brain drain. To help candidates
who have suffered because of
paper leaks and exam cancella-
tions, the party has promised to
provide age relaxation of upto S
years for them.

The party has said it will
launch a credit card scheme to
encourage start-ups. Under this
initiative, 5 lakh youth will re-
ceive financial support of Rs 10
lakh each, comprising Rs 5 lakh
asagrantand Rs5lakh asanin-
terest-free loan to encourage
entrepreneurship.

Cultural politics

Inthe past, BJP hasstumbled
while trying to tackle the TMC’s
narrative that has painted itasa
party of outsiders (bohiragatos)”.
The party has assiduously com-
batted it this time, and thisis re-
flected in its manifesto, too.

The party has said it will pro-
tect “Bengali ashmita (pride)”
and, in that process, has reiter-
ated that every individual has
the right to freely practice their
religion without any restriction,
build a dedicated Vande Mata-
ram museum highlighting its
historical significance, and pro-
motethelegacy of Rabindranath
Tagore by establishing Tagore-
inspired cultural centres.

In a move that burnishes
bothits Bengali cultural creden-
tialsand ties in with its religious
politics, the BJP has promised to
build a Shaktipeeth circuit to
connect all the Shaktipeeths, a
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu spiri-
tual circuit tohonour the Bhakti
Movement, and pursue the in-
clusion of festivals such as the
Gangasagar Mela, the Mahesher
Rath, Baruni Mela, and Bandna
Parab in UNESCO's Intangible
Cultural Heritage list.

Infrastructure

As part of its vision to de-
velop infrastructure, the party
envisagesitsgovernmentbuild-
ing modern deep-sea ports in
Tajpur and Kulpitorevitalisethe
state's maritime trade and pro-
mote exports, and construct
bridges over major rivers. The
BJPhasalso promised tobuild a
National Highway connecting
the Sundarbans directly to Dar-
jeelingand tooperationalisethe
Purulia, Malda, and Balurghat
airports for better regional air
connectivity.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Union Minister Sukanta Majumdar, Leader of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, state BJP chief Samik Bhattacharya at the release of party’s manifesto in Kolkata, Friday. express

Shah:15 yearsunder TMCrule
like kal ratritor Bengal people

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, April 10

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Friday released the
BJP's ‘Sankalp Patra’ (mani-
festo), for the upcoming West
Bengal Assembly elections,
themed 'Bhoi noi bhorsha' (not
fear but faith), which promises
aroadmap for a'Sonar Bangla'.

In the manifesto, the party
has promised thatifitis elected
to power, it will increase the
monthly assistance provided by
the state government to women
and unemployed youth to Rs
3,000.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Kolkata, Shah claimed
that the state would provide
pregnant women with Rs 21,000
and six nutrition Kits if the BJP
were to be elected.

The senior BJP leader also
said that every police station will
have women's help desk 24X7
and promised free travel for
women in all state government
buses. He stated that they
would implement the Seventh
Pay Commission within4S days
of coming to power.

Criticizing the ruling party,
Shah said, “These 15 years for
Bengal and its people under
TMC government are like kal
ratri (dark night). With a lot of
hope, the people of West Bengal
had given amandate to Mamata
Banerjee. They (TMC) got asec-
ond term, saying they did not
get enough time and got the
third mandate with the help of

infiltrators and goons.”

Highlighting the issue of
cross-border infiltration, Shah
said, “The public is fearful that
if this infiltration goes on, the
what will happen to West
Bengal’sidentity. Give usan op-
portunity, and we will find each
infiltrator and remove them.”

The Union home minister
also promised to bring a Uni-
form Civil Code in the state.

Amit Shah claimed that
North Bengal has been de-
prived and promised an AIIMS,
anIIM, anIIT, and afashion de-
signing institution for the re-
gion. “We will have a Vande
Mataram museum,” said Shah.

He also said that Rajbangshi
and Kurumalai will be given
the status of a special language.

Talking about industrialisa-
tion, Shah said Haldia port will
be made a part of the blue econ-
omy, and the closed millsinthe
state would be refurbished.
“Also, Tajpur and Kulpi will get
modern deep-sea ports,” he
added.

The BJP has also promised
to conduct a study for develop-
ing Greater Kolkata for the next
10 years and expand the Kol-
kata Metro network by 100 per
cent.

Shah further promised that
all illegal encroachments
would be removed from state
government land within 200
days of them forming the gov-
ernment.

Last month, Shah released
the BJP ‘chargesheet’ against

the TMC government, accusing
it of misrule and corruption
during its 15-year-long rule.

‘Mamata more keen
on making nephew
nextCM’

Turning the BJP's Bengal cam-
paign into a personal and ideo-
logical overdrive, Amit Shah on
Friday accused Chief Minister
MamataBanerjee of beingmore
interested in installing her
nephew as the state's next chief
minister thanintacklingalleged
unemployment, corruption,
floods and infiltration.

Addressing a rally at Debra
in Paschim Medinipur district,
Shah trained his guns squarely
on Banerjee and her nephew,
TMC national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, seeking to
cast the 2026 assembly polls as
a battle between what he called
dynastic politics.

“People here are suffering,
but Mamata Banerjee is more
interested in making her
nephew the next chief min-
ister,” Shah said without nam-
ing anyone. He said that while
Banerjee has only one objective
--"tomake her nephew the chief
minister" while “PM Narendra
Modi wants to provide jobs to
Bengal's youth.

With Debra and adjoining
Ghatalregionreelingevery year
under floods, Shah also accus-
ingthe TMC government of stal-
ling the long-pending Ghatal
master plan.

Abhishek slams BJP over manifesto, questions Hasina’s asylum

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, April 10

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS MP
and party general secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee on Friday
slammed the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) over its manifesto for
the upcoming West Bengal As-
sembly elections, questioning
the party's stance on Bangla-
deshi infiltrators.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Kolkata, Abhishek also
asked Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to clarify whether
former Bangladesh prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, who has
been given shelter by the BJP-
led Centre, should betermed an

infiltrator. “Why did they give
shelter to Sheikh Hasina? Is she
an infiltrator or got asylum. To
safeguard which industrialist,
did BJPgive sheltertoHasina?,”
he asked.

The TMC leader criticised
BJP for its response to atrocities
on monks in Bangladesh and
the attack on Chinmay Prabhu.
"When atrocities were happen-
ing on monks in Bangladesh,
where was the Modi govern-
ment? When Chinmay Prabhu
wasattacked, whatdid the Modi
government do?," he asked.

Taking a sharp aim at Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, Ab-
hishek said the BJP leader was
"rehearsing the same cassette"

ECrejects nomination of TMC
candidate from Krishnanagar

Press Trust Of India
Uttar Kolkata, April 10

THE ELECTION Commission
(EC)has rejected the nomina-
tion of Trinamool Congress
candidate Abhinav Bhatta-
charya from West Bengal's
Krishnanagar Uttar consti-
tuency, citing legal provisions
under the Representation of
the People Act, asenior official
said on Friday.

The Returning Officer can-
celled Bhattacharya's nomina-
tion under Section 9A of the
Act, which disqualifies a can-
didate if the nominee has an
existing business interest or
contractual engagement with
the government.

The official said it came to
light that Bhattacharya was
engaged with state govern-
ment-related contractual work

at the time of filing his nomi-
nation papers.

"As per the law, individuals
directly involved in govern-
ment contracts or supply ar-
rangements are barred from
contesting elections due to
conflict of interest," he said.

Bhattacharya termed the
development as "unfortunate”,
but asserted that he would
abide by the party's decision.

A senior TMC leader said
the party was mulling fielding
another candidate from the
seat. Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had earlier formally
introduced Bhattacharya as
the party's candidate at a pub-
lic rally in Shantipur.

Elections to the 294-
member West Bengal assem-
bly will be held in two phases -
on April 23 and April 29. Votes
will be counted on May 4.

over and over again about 'ghus-
petiyas' (infiltrators). He criti-
cised the BJP's handling of the
Pahalgam terror attack and
Delhi car blast last year.

"If you are in power to safe-
guard theborders, then why did
such anattackhappeninPahal-
gam? How come a blast hap-
penedin Delhi?," he questioned.

The TMC MP from Diamond
Harbour lambasted the BJP's
promise to pay Rs 3,000 per
month to women and unem-
ployed youth, terming it a "new
jumla" meant to fool the people
of West Bengal. "They are basi-
cally tryingtofool people of Ben-
gal," he said.

He pointed out that the

prime minister had made a simi-
lar promise to women in Delhi,
but it was not fulfilled. "The
Prime Minister himself prom-
ised before the Delhi Assembly
election last year that the BJP
governmentwillgive Rs2,500to
every woman of Delhi before In-
ternational Women's Day. One
year has gone by, a single
woman of Delhi did not get 5
paisa,” he claimed.

He highlighted the Lakshmir
Bhandar project of the TMC
government, which providesRs
1,500 per month to women.

“We are giving each and
every woman Rs 1,500 rupees
per month without questioning
anything. Just show us a single

state which is giving money to
every woman. BJP can't give pol-
lution free air to the people, how
will the BJP give money?”

The BJP on Friday released
the party's ‘Sankalp Patra’ and
promised to pay Rs 3,000 per
month to women and unem-
ployed youth countering the
MamataBanerjee-led TMC gov-
ernment's Lakshmir Bhandar
and Yuba Sathi programme.

Banerjee claimed that the
BJPis trying to control Bengal's
culture, food habits, and dress.
He also cited the example of the
Chief Minister of Assam, who
had said that anyone speaking
Bengali would bejailed.

Abhishek mentioned that

BJPsaid, “Theywill control Ben-
gal from Delhi and Gujarat.
What we have been saying for
years, BJPtoday agreed that they
will control Bengal with out-
siders. If BJP comes to powetr,
they will implement the United
Civil Code within six months in
Bengal. They will control Ben-
gal's food habits, culture and
dress. They are already criticis-
ingthe fish eating habits of Ben-
galis.” “If someone speaks Ben-
galiinaBJPruled state, eatstheir
favourite food, speaks Bengali at
home, CM of Assam has openly
said, theywill gotojail. Allthose
who have spoken anti-Bengaliin
the past, havebeen rewarded by
the BJP,” Abhishek claimed.

‘Every central agency sold out like in Chaitra sale’
Mamata hits out at BJP over voters’ name deletion

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, April10

HITTING OUT at the Centre
over the deletion of voter
names under the SIR exercise
in the poll-bound state, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday alleged that every na-
tional agency was “dancing to
the tunes of BJP” and com-
pared the political climate to
Bengali year-end “Chaitrasale”.

Addressingan electionrally
at Tentulia in North 24 Parga-
nas district, Banerjee said,
“Ninety lakh names have been
deleted from the voter lists. The
tribunals have not even started
working yet. No agency in the
country is neutral. Every cen-
tral agency is dancing to the
tunes of the BJP. It seems that
everything has been sold out

. likein the Chaitra sale.”

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee at a public meeting in Barasat
Kachari Maidan, on Friday. express

Alleging that the deletion of
names was a “calculated
move”, Banerjee said, “Out of
90 lakh names that have been
deleted, 60 lakh are Hindus
and 30 lakh are Muslims. Mota
Bhai has deleted voters indis-
criminately. You can trust a
snake once, but you can’t trust

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

the BJP.”

She also claimed that the
BJP brought people from out-
side for the Assam elections as
it was not confident of victory
with the votes of the state’s resi-
dents. “A trainload of 50,000
people was brought to Assam
from Uttar Pradesh,” she said.

The TMC supremo alleged
that the BJP was trying to use
the same ploy in Bengal to
bring in people from outside,
which is why officers were
transferred.

A large number of police
and administrative officers
were transferred in Bengal by
the Election Commission soon
after the announcement of the
polls.

Banerjee further claimed
that in the NRC exercise in
Assam, out of 19]akh namesde-
listed, 131akh were Hindus and
6 lakh were Muslims.

She urged those affected by
SIR to appeal before the tribu-
nals and assured legal support
to ensure legitimate voters are
re-enrolled. “I will not allow
NRCinBengal. There willbe no
detention camps in Bengal till
Iam in power,” Banerjee said.

Kolkata

AMIT SHAH DENIES BJP LINK

AIMIM snaps ties
with Kabir after
controversy over

‘Rs1K-crdeal’ clip

AIMIM decision
will not affect
party’s electoral
prospects, AJUP
will go solo: Kabir

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, April10

THE ALL India Majlis-e-Itteha-
dul Muslimeen (AIMIM) on Fri-
day announced to break off its
alliance with Humayun Kabir’s
Aam Janata Unnayan Party
(AJUP), aday after a purported
video showing the suspended
TMC leader speak about a
“Rs 1,000 crore deal” with the
BJP to defeat Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee surfaced on
social media.

The announcement comes
just nine days after AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi and
Kabir held a joint rally in Mur-
shidabad, where the former de-
clared that his party’s alliance
with AJUP would continue
beyond the Bengal Assembly
polls and into the Lok Sabha
elections in 2029.

“Humayun Kabir’s revel-
ations have shown how vulner-
able Bengal’s Muslims are...
AIMIM cannot associate with
any statements where integrity
of Muslimsis broughtintoques-
tion,” AIMIM posted on X on Fri-
day.

“As of today, AIMIM has
withdrawn its alliance with Ka-
bir’s party. Bengal’'s Muslims are
one of the poorest, neglected
and oppressed communities.
Despite decades of secular rule,
nothing hasbeen done for them.
AIMIM’s policy in contesting
elections in any state is so that
the marginalised communities
have an independent political
voice,” the postread. “Wewillbe
contesting the Bengal elections
INDEPENDENTLY and will
have no alliance with any party
going forward,” it added.

The AIMIM is contesting in
11 Assembly seats in West Ben-
gal.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, AIMIM Bengal president
Imran Solanki said, “Our party
hastaken a decision to break off
the alliance with Humayun Ka-
bir’s AJUP. Now we will fight
alone in Bengal and win. We
have nominated candidates in
nine seats for the first phase and
two seats for the second phase.”

A scheduled joint public
meeting of the two parties in
Bhagabangola in Murshidabad
on Saturday has now been can-
celled. “Thereisnoquestionofa
joint rally now. We will cam-
paign onourown and win seats.
Owaisi will visit Bengal for cam-

*BALLOTIN

chief Asaduddin Owaisi held a
joint rally in Murshidabad on
April 1. FiLE

paigning,” Solanki added.

The AIMIM has named can-
didates in Raghunathganj,
Kandi, Lalgola, Suti, Nalhati,
Muraroi, Sujapur, Mothabari
and Asansol Uttar seats, which
will go to polls on April 23. It has
also named candidates for the
Bashirhat Uttar and Habra As-
sembly constituencies, where
polling is scheduled in the sec-
ond phase on April 29.

The party had unsuccess-
fully contested six seats in 2021
Bengal elections.

Amid the controversy, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah dis-
missed speculations of any BJP
link with Kabir, saying the sus-
pended TMCleader and the BJP
were “like the North Poleand the
South Pole” and could never be
together. Speakingtothe media
Shah said, “Humayun Kabirand
the BJP are like North pole and
South pole. They can never
meet. It is better to sit in the Op-
position for 20 years (in Bengal)
than meet someone who is be-
hind building a Babri Masjid
(replica).”

Meanwhile, Kabir said that
the AIMIM'sdecision tosnapties
would have no impact on his
party’s electoral prospects and
declared that AJUP would fight
the assembly polls alone.

“We are not dependent on
anyone or any party. I wanted
them (for an alliance). They
came with us. They have de-
cided tobreakaway fromus.Itis
their decision. They will be able
totell why they backed away. For
us, we will contest the elections
alone. It won't be a loss for us,”
Kabir said.

After the video, whose auth-
enticity has notbeen verified by
Thelndian Express,surfaced on
Thursday, the TMC said it “ex-
posed” the BJP’s plan to divide
the Muslim votes in poll-bound
Bengal and alleged that the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
wasalsoinvolvedinthe Rs1,000
crore deal.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the TMC showed the 19-
minute clip and demanded a
probe by the ED into Kabir's al-
leged claims. Kabir, has, how-
ever, said the video is “Al-gener-
ated”.

Malbariya village in Birbhum district on Friday. pri

SCto consider plea against EC’s

decision to freeze electoral rolls

THE Supreme Court Friday agreed to hear on April 13 a fresh
pleaalongwith pending ones challenging the freezing of
electoral rollsby the EC ahead of the upcoming assembly
pollsin Bengal. The poll panel has frozen and finalised the
electoral rolls on April 9 for the assembly seats which are
goingto pollsin the first stage. Abench comprising Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant and justices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi was urged by alawyer to take up the plea against
freezing. The lawyer said many appeals against deletions
from electoral rolls are still pending and the poll panel has
frozentherollson April 9. "We will consider the petition on

April13," the CJIsaid.
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VOTER DELETIONS ADD TO TENSION IN BORDER DISTRICTS
POLLS WOMEN’S ®
AtoZ  SAFETY I B
= 111 DCINZdA Ciou A11ZS OVCY Musiinm DCits
litical
& pi., ’
Bengal
following the pre-SIR voters, about 2.78lakh  queues seen in the offices of  “With SIR hitting people hard,
2024 rape and murder of a names were deleted after the Block Development Officers itisto be seen whether TMC is

trainee doctor at RG Kar
Medical College. The BJP
has fielded the victim’s
mother as a candidate and
has alleged that women are
unsafe in the state.TMC has
countered by accusing BJP
of shielding leaders facing
sexual assault charges.

IHEREBY DECLARE

Tamilisai Soundararajan,
64

FORMER TELANGANA GOVERNOR
AND BJP CANDIDATE FROM MYLAPORE

TOTAL ASSETS

I21.21cr

MOVABLE
I5.41cr

LIABILITIES: %312 cr
EDUCATION: Graduate
PENDING CRIMINAL CASES: 0
2024 LOK SABHA POLLS
TOTALASSETS: 32154 cr

IMMOVABLE
315.8 cr

P/

AIADMK CANDIDATE FROM LALGUDI
TOTALASSETS

35,863 cr

MOVABLE IMMOVABLE
33,627 cr 32,236 cr
LIABILITIES: ¥339.87 cr

EDUCATION: Class 6
PENDING CRIMINAL CASES: 4
2021 ASSEMBLY POLLS
TOTAL ASSETS: Did not contest

TMC believes adjudication will
consolidate Muslim base, while BJP
hopes to cash in on polarisation

Ravik Bhattacharya
& Atri Mitra
Murshidabad, Malda,
April10

WITH MULTIPLE CCTVs
strungon lamp posts aroundit,
the house stands out in a Jafra-
bad neighbourhood in the Sam-
serganj Assembly constituency,
with a West Bengal police camp
set up nearby. It belongs to Ha-
rogobindo Das and his son
Chandan Das, who were hacked
to death by a mob on April 11
last year, when protests held
against the Centre's amended
Wagflaw had turned violent in
the area.

About 20 kms away, in Ka-
simnagar village in the Suti con-
stituency, the family of Ejaz
Ahmed - who was the third
fatality in the April 11 violence
in Murshidabad - also con-
tinues to grapple with their

e IMAGE OF THE DAY

grief. Ejaz waskilled after police
allegedly opened fire on pro-
testers at Sajurmore crossing at
the National Highway 12.

With barely two weeks to go
for the Bengal Assembly elec-
tions, Harogobindo's wife Parul
Das tells The Indian Express:
“We have not accepted any
compensation from the TMC.
But the BJP has helped us. We
had demanded a permanent
BSF camp in our area, which
has yet to come up. There is a
state police camp, but we have
no trustin them.”

In December, a Murshida-
bad court convicted 13 accused
in the killings of the father-son
duotolife imprisonment. Parul,
however, says, “We still feel in-
secure. What will these CCTVs
doifweare attacked again? The
central security forces patrol the
area, but they cannot be de-
ployed here forever.”

Ejaz Ahmed’s mother Saima Bibi (left) and Harogobindo Das’ wife Parul.
Ejaz, Harogobindo and his son were killed in separate incidents during

anti-Wagqf protests in Murshidabad last year. PARTHA PAUL

Parul’s younger son Sou-
mitra, who had been working as
alabourer in Tamil Nadu, has
returned home, decidingto stay
with his family now.

Ejaz's mother Saima Bibi
says hiswife Salimahasgotajob
from the Mamata Banerjee-led
state government and that she
had gotacompensation ofRs10
lakh. “TMC took care of us. But
now, no one visits us. My
daughter-in-law has also shifted
to her father's home,” she says.

In the Muslim-dominated
border districts of Murshidabad
and Malda, the conflict be-
tween the TMC and the BJPhas
always played out along com-
munal faultlines however, their
battle in the upcoming polls
may be defined by the current
hot button: the Election Com-
mission (EC)'s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
and the deletion of many voters,
especially after adjudication.

In Murshidabad, of 57.61akh

' PICTURE PERFECT: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin poses for a photo with commuters in a Chennai Metro train on Friday. mksTaLin/x

Voter turnout dips in CPM’s Kannur strongholds

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
April10

AFTER THE high voter turnout
in the Assembly election in Ke-
rala, both the rulingand Opposi-
tion parties in the state have ex-
pressed confidence that

highest turnout this time was
Kunnamangalam, with 84.83%.
Malappuram, the stronghold
ofIndian Union Muslim League,
saw its highest turnout since the
2011 Assembly election. Eight
constituencies in the district re-
corded polling above 80%.
Ernakulam also saw

they will come out on polling cross 80% in
top. eightofits14 seats. The
Intheelection held increase was tangible
on Thursday, following in the urban consti-
the Election Commis- tuenciesofthedistrict,
sion’s Special Intensive such as Thrikkakara,
Revision of electoral DECISION Ernakulam, Thripun-
rolls, Keralarecordeda 202 6 ithura, Kunnathunadu
polling percentage of and Kochi.
78.27. Out of the 140 KERALA The Thiruvanan-
constituencies, 42 thapuram urban area,
seats recorded more which isknown forlow

than 80% polling.

While the Ranni consti-
tuency in Pathanamthitta dis-
trict recorded the lowest turnout
at68.98%, itdid seeanimprove-
ment from 2021, when 65.84% of
theeligible voters turned up. The
constituency that recorded the

voter turnout, saw a noticeable
increase in polling. In Nemom,
where BJP state president Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar is a candi-
date, the polling percentage has
gone up from 71.33% in 2021 to
80.62%. A sharp increase was
also seen in Kazhakootam, Vat-

Nuns outside a boothin
Alappuzha on Thursday. p1i

tiyoorkavu and Thiruvanantha-
puram Central seats.

Several CPI(M) strongholds
in Kannur district, where CM Pi-
narayi Vijayan and a battery of
leaders are in the fray, have seen
a slight fall in turnout. Payyan-
nur, Kalyasseri, Taliparamba,
Dharmadam and Azhikode, all
of which are currently held by
the CPI(M), have recorded de-

e TOP5SEATSWITH
HIGHEST TURNOUT
2021 2026
76% 718.3%
Seat Turnout %
' Kunnamangalam . 84.83
Chittur | 8463
'Kunnathunad | 84.09
'Beypore 8377
Aroor | 8335
SOURCE: EC

creased polling. Among these,
Taliparamba and Payyannur are
twoseatswherethe LDFisbeing
challenged by rebels backed by
the UDF.

LDF convener T P Ramak-
rishnan has said that anti-in-
cumbencywould notbeafactor.
“The LDF will remain in power.
The UDF was spreadinglies,and
they will not get minority votes.

People have voted for develop-
ment and welfare,” he said.

Onthe other hand, state LoP
V D Satheesan said UDF would
come to power with 100-plus
seats. “We are going to have a
cleansweepin five districts. This
election marked the best show
by UDFworkersandleaders. We
have exposed the CPI(M)-BJP
deal,” he said.

Historically, a higher turnout
doesnotindicate who will be fa-
voured by voters. In 1991, the
state recorded a turnout of
73.42%, with Congress coming
to power with 90 seats. In 1996,
the Left returned to power with
80 seats, even though polling
had dropped to71.16%. The see-
saw in power between the Con-
gress and the Left continued
until LDF won back-to-back
elections in 2016 and 2021.
Turnout was 77.53% in 2016, up
from 75.26% in 2011. In 2021,
when the LDF increased its seat
share from 91 to 99, turnout
stood at 76%.

SIR's first two rounds. Then
under adjudication, 4.55 lakh
more names were deleted, as
per EC data.

Similarly, in Malda, of
around 32 lakh pre-SIR
electors, about 2 lakh
names were deleted
following the SIR's in-
itial rounds. Later, 2.4
lakh more names were
struck off the voter list

(BDOs) and panchayats across
Murshidabad and Malda, asde-
leted voters seek to file appeals
before tribunals, which are yet
to be functional.

Thedeletion of voters
led to protests at vari-
ous crossings on NH
12in Malda on April 1.
On the same day, at
the Kaliachak-II BDO
office in Mothabari,

under adjudication, =~ DECISION  sevenjudicial officers
the EC data shows. 2 0 2 6 were gheraoed by pro-
Seats from Malda and testers for several
Murshidabad saw WEST hours and had to be
some of the highest rescued by the police
deletions after adjudi- BENGAL late at night. During

cation. While all the
contenders seem to be strug-
gling to gauge the ramifications
ofthe deletions for the polls, the
TMC believes this would result
in consolidation of its crucial
Muslim base.

The BJP, on the other hand,
hopes that it could cash in on
the ensuing polarisation.

While the SIR adjudication
process is over, it has cast a
shadow over the polls, with long

the rescue, the pro-
testers allegedly pelted stones
at the police. The Supreme
Court ordered the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) to
probe the incident, with 35 ar-
rests being made so far.

In the 2021 Assembly polls,
of Murshidabad's 22 seats, the
TMC had won 20 against the
BJP's two. In the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the TMC swept
all three seats in the district.

able to consolidate its minority
base for the upcoming Assem-
bly polls, or Muslim votes
would get divided,” says a sen-
ior CPI(M) leader. In Malda,
TMC bagged 8 Assembly seats
of12in2021ascompared tothe
BJP's 4.

But, in 2024, the TMC could
notwin any of the district's two
parliamentary seats with the
BJP and the Congress winning
one each.

Senior Congress leader and
Baharampur candidate, Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury alleged: “In
2024, TMC and BJPplayed com-
munal politics due towhichIlost
my Baharampur Lok Sabha seat.
But people are tired of this kind
of politics now.”

Congress MP from South
Malda Isha Khan Chowdhury
said, "Congress is expecting to
win several seats in Malda. But
the problemisSIR, duetowhich
huge deletions occurred in some
seatswhere we have had astrong
base...We don't know which
parties' voters have got deleted
more. There is utter confusion."

'Assam’s record turnout: BJ P,'

Congress claim win, experts
say roll revision a key factor

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, April 10

A DAY aftervotingclosed inthe
Assam Assembly election, the
record-high voter turnout is
now the focus of attention, with
both the ruling BJP and Op-
position Congress claiming it
indicates asurge in their favour,
while experts point to arange of
factors from the Special Inten-
sive Revision of voter lists to a
competitively fought election
that saw widespread mobilisa-
tion of voters, aswell as a polar-
ised environment.

Assam registered its highest
voter turnout on Thursday,
with the Election Commission
(EC) placingit at 85.91%, afigure
that may increase in the EC’s
final count. The turnout is 1.24
percentage points higher than
the previous record of 84.67%
in the 2016 election, when the
BJP came to power after 15
years of Congress govern-
ments. According to the latest
figures published by the EC on
Thursday, of the state’s 126 con-
stituencies, 18 registered a voter
turnout above 90%.

The highest turn-
out was a whopping
96.54% in Lower As-
sam’s Birsing Jarua.

Six other seats -
Chenga, Dalgaon,

DECISION

People wait to cast their votes
in Kamrup on Thursday. ani
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HIGHEST TURNOUT
2021 2026

82.4% 85.9%

[ Seat | Turnout%

'Birsing Jarua 965

| Jaleshwar 963

' Gauripur 96.1

'Dalgaon 95.8

' Srijangram 95.8

SOURCE: EC

“We have always known
that constituencies like Chenga
and Dalgaon will have 96-97%
voting. But that the turnout in

Nalbari or Tihu would
be nearly 90% is not
something a lot of
people had foreseen...
We will just say our
own sinaki (familiar)
people have given

Gauripur, Jaleshwar, more votesthistime...
Srijangram and Man- 2 02 6 Our other people who
kachar - registered would earlier hesitate
turnouts above 95%. ASSAM in some way have
Notably, all seven of come forward to vote

these are constituencies where
Bengali-origin Muslims consti-
tute a majority of the voters.
The community routinely reg-
isters a high turnout, some-
thing that observers attribute to
anxieties surrounding citizen-
ship status and fears of names
being struck off from electoral
rolls.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Friday, Assam BJP
president Dilip Saikia said the
high turnout in other consti-

| tuenciesis a bigger takeaway.

for a strong government,” he
said.

Saikia said that accordingto
the party’s assessment, a high
turnout would be a factor that
“positively affects” the out-
come in the NDA’s favour in
more than 25 seats, and pre-
dicted a “historic mandate” for
the ruling party.

Assam Congress leader and
Dispur candidate Mira Bortha-
kur Goswami, on the other
hand, pointed to the traditional
understanding that a high turn-

out signals anti-incumbency.

“People were in line from 8
am to 5 pm because they
wanted poriborton (change).
The silent votes will come tous
because they cannot tolerate
the misgovernance under and
behaviour of Himanta Biswa
Sarma, and no one else in the
BJP has control over the situ-
ation,” she said.

However, political com-
mentator and Cachar College
professor Joydeep Biswas said
he doubts that this “standard
theory” explains the turnoutin
Assam.

“WhatIseeitasis ‘competi-
tive voting’ driven by the polar-
ised environment and election,
where even though minority
voters have always had a ten-
dency to vote in higher
numbers, there is greater fear.
Onthe other hand, other voters
have been repeatedly told that
thereis athreat to their culture
and existence. Itis competitive
on both sides,” he said.

A professor at Gauhati Uni-
versity, Akhil Ranjan Dutta, said
one straightforward factor con-
tributing to higher turnouts
would be the Special Revision
exercise undertaken ahead of
the elections. In the final voter
list released on February 10,
there was a net decrease of 2.43
lakh voters from the draft list re-
leased earlier, resulting from
deaths, voters shifting, and re-
moval of voters appearing in
rolls of multiple constituencies.

He too counted “competi-
tiveness” as a factor, but gave
more weight to competitive or-
ganisation and mobilisation by
parties and candidates, and
community groups.

He also particularly empha-
sised women's participation.
Women’svoter turnout thistime
stands at 86.5%, up from 82.01%
in2021. “Because of the benefici-
ary schemes targeting women,
there has been an unpreced-
ented wave of women as agents
of political mobilisation and
campaigning,” he said.

e THE UNION HOME MINISTER’S RECENT STAYS IN POLL-BOUND STATES ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE PAID OFF FOR THE BJP

Shah pitches tentin Bengal for 15 days focus on seats BJP narrowly lostin 2021

Liz Mathew
New Delhi, April 10

LAST WEEK at the nomination
rally for Suvendu Adhikari, sen-
ior BJPleader and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah announced
that he would camp in poll-
bound West Bengal for 15 days,
in one of his longest unbroken
election stays in a state.

Underlining the importance
of winning the unconquered
frontier of Bengal for the party,
Shah said: “We will win seats
one after another and push the
number to 175 (out of a total of
294). Change (in the state) will
come after that. I will stay in
West Bengal for 15 days during
the elections.”

The site of the announce-
ment — Bhabanipur — was also
significant. Adhikari is the BJP
candidate from the seat against
Chief Minister and TMC su-
premo Mamata Banerjee. An
arch-rival of Banerjee, Adhikari
had defeated her in the last As-
sembly polls from Nandigram.

The Union Home Minister
began his extended stay in Ben-
gal on Friday, addressing a rally
in Debra in Paschim Medinipur
districtand releasing the party's
manifesto in Kolkata. Sources
said that during his 15-day stay,
Shah will be spending nights in
key constituencies of north Ben-
gal, aregion the BJP has electo-
rally dominated since 2019, tak-
ingfeedback from partyleaders,

giving key strategic advice, iron-
ing out any differences among
thelocal leadership, and placat-
ing leaders unhappy about
being denied tickets.

In north Bengal, Shah is ex-
pected to spend time in Siliguri
and Balurghat, and to stay in
Hooghly in south Bengal, and
Kharagpur and Durgapur in
south-west, among other places.
The focus will be on consti-
tuencies where the BJP lost in
2021 by narrow margins.

Shah will also be addressing
a public rally or participating in
a roadshow in the places where
he spends nights.

Ahead of the 2023 Madhya
Pradesh, the 2024 Maharashtra
and the 2025 Bihar Assembly

Amit Shah at arally in Debra, Paschim Medinipur, on Friday. pri

elections, Shah, who remains
the BJP’stop poll strategist, had
similarly held meetings stretch-
inglate into the night with local
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leaders and booth workers to
discuss the party’s weaknesses
and strategy.

In Bihar, where the BJP

emerged as the single-largest
party by far and is set to have its
first-ever CM, Shah’s poll prep-
arations included splitting the
state into 45 organisational
clusters, and directly overseeing
feedback fromthesetodrivethe
campaign — not just for the BJP
but also the NDA.

“In Bengal, Shah is likely to
cover 20-25 constituencies dur-
ingeach night stay. He will have
dinner with leaders and meet
eminent personalities from the
respective regions for talks,” a
source said.

The source said that Shah
will concentrate on consti-
tuencies where the BJP nar-
rowly lost in 2021, with sitting
MILAsand stateleadersexpected

Kolkata

tobeabletomanage seatswhere
the party won.

In the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, the BJP had won 77 seats,
ahugejump from 3in 2016, with
its vote share rising more than
three times from around 10% to
38%, on the back of a high-deci-
bel campaign. In the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, while the TMC had
clawed back, reducing the BJP
from 18 seats in 2019 to 12, the
BJP had retained its vote share.

Shah’sattention hasbeenon
Bengal since last year. In Sep-
tember 2025, the BJP appointed
senior leader and Union min-
ister Bhupender Yadav, a
trusted Shah hand who oversaw
the party’s successful cam-
paignsin Madhya Pradesh, Ma-

harashtraand Bihar, aselection
in charge, with Biplab Kumar
Deb, former Tripura chief min-
ister, as co-in charge.

Shah was in Bengal in De-
cember for a three-day visit,
meeting and discussing the
party’s preparations, and re-
turned inJanuary 2026. In Feb-
ruary, during another visit to
Bengal, Shah said the BJP-led
NDA alliance was in power in21
states and Union Territories,
but that it was not enough for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and party workers. “There will
be a smile on their faces when
there is a BJP government in
West Bengal,” he said.

West Bengal will vote in two
phases, on April 23 and April 29.
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Colonel Purohit
promoted
toBrigadier

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, April 10

LESS THAN a month after his
retirement was put on hold by
the Armed Forces Tribunal
(AFT), Colonel Shrikant Puro-
hit, acquitted in the 2008 Mal-
egaon blast case in 2025, has
been approved for promotion
to Brigadier, defence sources
told The Indian Express. He will
now serve for at least two more
years, until the age of 56.

Theretirement age for Briga-
diersinthe Armyis 56, while for
Colonels, itis 54. Col Purohit will
also be eligible for further pro-
motions beyond Brigadier, on
par with his batch. He had ear-
lier missed his promotion as a
full Col, and as a time-scale Col,
hewasscheduled toretireatthe
age of 54 on March 31, 2026.

Acquitted inJuly2025inthe
2008 Malegaon blast case, Col
Purohithad moved the AFT stat-
ing that because of the trial,
which went on for 17 years, he
could not avail his right to be
considered for promotion which
affected his career. While he was
released on bail in 2017, he was
under aDiscipline and Vigilance
ban. His suspension was, how-
ever, revoked in July 2020.

“Tum kaale ho,youdo |

10 pilgrims, mostly from Punjab, A guiding light for

dic as boat capsizes in Mathura

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, April 10

NINE PILGRIMS from Punjab
and one from Haryana died
after a motorboat carrying a
group of devotees capsized in
the Yamunariverin Vrindavan
area of Mathura district on Fri-
day, police said.

Accordingto police, the mo-
torboat was carrying around 27
pilgrims. Fifteen people were
rescued and taken to hospital,
where doctors said their condi-
tion was stable.

Two to three persons may
still be missing, police said, ad-
dingthat additional lights have
been installed for overnight res-
cue operations.

Citing the survivors’ ac-
counts, police said that the boat
isbelieved to have struck a pon-
toon bridge and overturned
after the operator apparently
misjudged the distance, ac-

cording to police.
Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force

(NDRF) and the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) were
rushed to the spot to join the
rescue operation by police per-
sonnel, boatmen and local

not deserve me’: Wife
arrested for ‘plotting’
murder of MP man

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, April 10

BEFORE SHE went to bed on
April 7 night, Priyanka Purohit
allegedly left the front door of
her home in Gondikhedha
Charan village, Madhya Pra-
desh’s Dhar district, unlocked.
Two men allegedly came in
after some time, found her hus-
band Devkrishna — a 28-year-
old chilli trader — asleep, and
killed him with a sharp weapon.
When they left, Priyanka al-
legedly satin the dark for15min-
utes. Then she screamed. Sheal-
legedly told police that robbers
had tied her up, looted gold and
silver worth Rs 3 1akh as well as
Rs 50,000 in cash, and killed
Devkrishna when he resisted.
But then came the twist — the
jewellery was allegedly found in-
side the house, her phone rec-
ords told a different story, and
details of the incident changed
with each retelling. Within 48
hours, she confessed, police said.
On Thursday, Priyanka (25)
was arrested, along with her
friend Kamlesh Purohit (31).
The couple’s marriage had
been arranged when both were
15 — a ‘baal vival’ neither had
chosen. The two remained with
their parents until they became
adults, with Priyanka only mov-
ing into Devkrishna’s home in
2021. There were problems from
thestart, with Priyanka allegedly
making her resentment known.
Devkrishna’s sister Jyoti said
that Priyanka would even make
colourist remarks about his skin.
“She would tell him “Tum kaale

Wy

Priyanka Purohit (25) has been
arrested, police said. Express

ho (You'’re dark), you don’t de-
serve me’. She picked fights, dis-
appeared to her parents’ home
for days, returned only to fight
again, and threatened tofile false
cases against the family.”

Since 2017, Jyoti had alleg-
edlybeeninarelationship with
Kamlesh, who ran a dhaba in
Rajgarh. Kamlesh was married
and had two kids, police said.

On March 31, Priyanka re-
turned from her parents’ home.
That same day, she and Kamlesh
allegedly settled on a price: Rs 1
lakh to have her husband killed.
They allegedly hired an assassin,
Surendra Bhati, from Chhadvad.
Surendra was a known history
cheater, having served four years
fora2020 Mumbai shootingand
wanted for a 2025 robbery in
Kukshi. “Rs 50,000 was paid up-
front for thekilling,” police said.

“We probed robbery angle,
and eventually the suspicion fell
on the wife. During interroga-
tion, she confessed that she had
left the door open, that Kamlesh
stood outside, that she waited
for the signal before raising the
alarm. The plan was to make it
look like a robbery and mislead
us,” SP Mayank Awasthi told
The Indian Express.
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Rescue operation underway in Mathura on Friday. ani

divers, police said.

“Sofar, 15 people have been
rescued and the operation is
underway. All the victims are
from Punjab and had been stay-
ing in Mathura for the last two
days. The motorboat was carry-
ing them across the river to a
temple,” said Rajeev Kumar
Singh, Additional Superintend-
ent of Police, Mathura.

Medical and administrative
teams have also been deployed
atthe scene, coordinating with
emergency responders to en-
sure prompt assistance to the
victims, police said.

“We have so far recovered
the bodies of 10 devotees —
five men and five women — all
from Punjab,” said Shailesh
Kumar Pandey, Deputy In-

spector General of Police,
Agra Range.

Preliminary inquiries sug-
gest that the victims had hired
the motorboat to cross theriver
to visit a temple. The vessel
overturned between Banshi
Vat and Keshi Ghat in the Vrin-
davan area, police said, adding
the operator, however, man-
aged to swim to safety.

“Two years after it was proposed,
Mumbai opens first detention
centre for illegal foreign nationals

Mohamed Thaver
Mumbai, April 10

NEARLY TWO years after it was
first mooted and months after
being described as “almost
ready”, the state’s first sthand-
badhata kendra’ (detention
centre) in central Mumbai has
finally become operational.
The facility, located in Bhoi-
wada, began functioning two
weeks ago and currently
houses around 40 Bangladeshi
nationals awaiting deportation.
Last month, The Indian Ex-
press had reported that the
centre remained unused due to
abureaucratic deadlock over its
management, even as police
struggled to accommodate de-
tainees who could not be jailed
as they were not facing criminal
charges. In 2025, police detained
and deported 1,058 Bangladeshi
nationals, many of whom were
temporarily housed in police
stationrooms. “On March 26, the
facility that can house nearly 80
people was made operational; it
was taken over by the Social Wel-
fare department with security
provided by the Maharashtra
State Security Force within the
compound and a constable out-
side the two-storey structure
that has 20 rooms each floor
with two bunk beds on either
sides,” a senior officer said.
That the 40 peoplelodged at
the centre will remain until
being transported to the Indo-
Bangla border for deportation,
the officer said. A lone police
guard from the Local Arms
Division was stationed outside
the structure during a visit by

{ COLONEL SONAM WANGCHUK (RETD) - 19642026 }

Kargil war hero Col Wangchuk dies of heart attack

Varinder Bhatia
Chandigarh, April 10

COLONELSONAM Wangchuk
(retired), Kargil War heroand a
Mahavir Chakra awardee, died
of aheart attack at his residence
in Leh. He was 61. Col Wang-
chuk, who had led a “daring
counter-ambush”  Kkilling
enemy soldiers and securing
Chorbat Lain the Batalik sector
on a freezing night in the 1999
theatre, was nicknamed the
“Lion of Ladakh”. His exploits
had earned him the Maha Vir
Chakra, India’s second-highest
wartime gallantry award.
Born in Leh in 1964, Col
Wangchuk completed his
schooling at Modern School,
Delhi. He left his graduation
midway at Sri Venkateswara
Collegetojointhe Army and was
commissioned into the Assam
Regimentin 1987. He served de-
ploymentsinthe Northeastand
as part of the IPKF in Sri Lanka
before being deputed to the La-
dakh Scouts, the Army’s special-
ist high-altitude formation

known as the ‘Snow Warriors’.

TheKargil Warbegan in1999
when Pakistani forces occupied
strategic heights along the LoC.
Hostilities escalated after intru-
sions were detected on May 3,
leading to coordinated military
action, including air strikes by
the IAF and the launch of Oper-
ation Vijay by the Army. One of
the most critical sectors during
the war was Chorbat Lain Bata-
lik sub-sector, at an altitude of
18,000 ft. The area held strategic
importance duetoits proximity
to the NH-1A and its historical
use as an infiltration route.

Col Wangchuk, then a Major,
was tasked with securing Chor-
batLaand establishing an obser-
vation post under extreme
weather conditions. The Army,
sharing excerpts from the cita-
tion of his gallantry award, said:
“On May 30, 1999, Major Sonam
Wangchuk was leading a col-
umn of the Indus Wing, Ladakh
Scouts, as a part of the ongoing
operations during Operation
Vijay in Batalik sector. The col-
umnwastasked tooccupy Ridge

L N o

Col Sonam Wangchuk (retd) led
acounter-ambush, killing enemy
soldiers and securing Chorbat La
in Batalik sub-sectorin 1999

Line on the LoC in a glaciated
area at a height of about 5,500
metres. Thiswasessential to pre-
empt its occupation by the
enemy and subsequent infiltra-
tion.” While movingtowardsthe
LoC, the enemy ambushed the
columnby firing from avantage
position; one NCO of Ladakh
Scouts sustained fatal injuries.
Then Major Wangchuk, he held
his column together and in a
“daring counter ambush”, and
led araid on the enemy position

The 40-room building can accommodate 80 people. MOHAMED THAVER

The Indian Express. Sources
said that the Social Justice and
Special Assistance department,
which manages the facility, has
divideditinto male and female
sections, with space for 60 men
and 20 women. “All the necess-
ary facilities such as food, bath-
rooms and bunk beds are avail-
able at the detention centre.”
However, operational chal-
lenges remain. “The division of
male and female sections was
skewed as they assumed more
men would be detained. In real-
ity, more women are being de-
tained and the space for 20
women has already filled up
due to which we have to house
some of them in police sta-
tions,” an officer said. “We will
request the Social Welfare de-
partment to make necessary
changes...,” the officer said.
While over1,061 Bangladeshi
nationals were deported in 2025,
nearly 400 have been detained
thisyear, until March-end — 220
by the Mumbai police, and 180

fromaflank, killingtwo of them.

He seized a heavy machine
gun and one universal machine
gun, ammunition, and con-
trolled stores. His successful
mission marked one of the ear-
liest victories for Indian forces
duringthe Kargil War, settingthe
tone for subsequent operations.
Inrecognition of hisbravery, two
posts in the sector — ‘Sonam 1’
and ‘Sonam 2’ — were named
after him. Hisactions duringthe
conflict earned him the Maha
Vir Chakra. Payingtributes, Gen-
eral VP Malik (retired), who was
heading the Army during the
Kargil War, termed Col Wang-
chuk “abrave leader and a thor-
ough gentleman”.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, in a post on X, described
him as a “highly decorated of-
ficer, renowned for his gallantry,
resolute leadership and unwa-
veringcommitmenttoduty”. “A
proud son of Ladakh, he exemp-
lified the spirit of the region —
resilient, steadfast and deeply
rooted in service to the nation,
while standing asa symbol of In-
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by otherunits. “While the capac-
ity of the detention centre may
attimesbeinadequate, but with
people staying there hopefully
for a few weeks before they are
deported, it should not be an
issue,” the official said. The delay
in operationalising the centre
stemmed from disagreements
between departments. The SJSA
department had expressed res-
ervations about handling for-
eign nationals, while police
maintained that the detainees
were neither accused incriminal
casesnor injudicial custody. The
issuewasresolved with the SJSA
taking charge.

InJuly 2024, the Maharash-
tra government approved two
detention centres forillegal for-
eign nationals: A temporary 80-
capacity facility in Bhoiwada,
and a permanent centre at Bale-
gaon SRPF grounds, Navi
Mumbai with a capacity of 213.
While the Navi Mumbai project
has completed tendering, it is
yet to become operational.

dia’s unity in diversity... His life
remainsatestamentto courage,
sacrifice and national integra-
tion and hislegacywill continue
toinspire coming generations.”

The Army, through the Addi-
tional Directorate General of
Public Information, said, “Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of
Army Staff and all ranks of the
Army pay heartfelt homage to
ColWangchuk —abravesoldier,
acommitted leader and a son of
Ladakh whose life embodied
courage, serviceand unity”. Leh-
based Fire and Fury Corps
posted on X said that Col Wang-
chuk’s “indomitable spirit and
military acumen contributed
significantly to the nation’s suc-
cess in the most challenging
high altitude operations™.

Col Wangchukis survived by
wife Padma Angmo, an UT
cadre civil servant and currently
posted in Delhi, and son Riggyal
Otvum, who works in Benga-
luru. Buddhist monks would be
performing prayers and rituals
before fixing a date for the final
rites, his family said.

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 10

PAYING TRIBUTE to social re-
former Jyotirao Phule on his
birth anniversary, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said he
was an example of how social
change could happen within
society and did not have towait
for a change from outside.

“Ourland hasbeen blessed,
time and again, by great men
and women who have
strengthened society through
thought, sacrifice and action.
They did not wait for change to
arrive from somewhere else.
They became its source. For
hundreds of years in our land,
the clarion call for social better-
ment has often risen from
within society itself, from those
who could see suffering clearly
and refused to accept it as fate.
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule was
one such voice,” PM Modi said.

“Today, 11th April, isadeeply
special day for all of us. It is the
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule, one of India’s
greatest social reformers and a
guiding light for generations.
This year, the occasion carries
even greater significance, as it
marks the beginning of his
200th birth anniversary celebra-
tions,” the PM said. “His con-
tribution to our civilisational
journey lies in the hope he
aroused, the confidence he in-
stilled and the strength his
thoughts continue to give tomil-
lions of people across the na-
tion.” He said Mahatma Phule
was blessed with a spirit of en-
quiry since his childhood, which
remained constant in his jour-
ney. Quoting the reformer, the
PM said: “The more questions
we generate, the more knowl-
edge emerges from them.”

Hailing Phule as “one of In-
dia’s greatest social reformers
and a guiding light for gener-
ations”, Modi said: “Throughout
his life, learning and education
became central to Mahatma
Phule's mission. He recognised
with rare clarity that knowledge
is not a privilege to be guarded,
but a force to be shared. At a
time when the joys of learning
were denied to many, he opened
pioneering schools for girls and
forthose kept out of formal edu-
cation. He used to say, ‘Any im-
provement that comes in
children through mothers is
deeply valuable. Therefore, if
schools are to be opened, they
should first be opened for girls’.
Heworked to create anew social
imagination in which the class-
room became an instrument of
justice and equality.”

PM Modi sought to link his
government’s policies with the
inspirations derived from the
life of Phule. “His vision for edu-
cation inspires us greatly. Over
thelastdecade, we have worked
to make research and innova-
tion a cornerstone for the youth
ofIndia. Effortsarebeingmade
to create an ecosystem where
young minds are encouraged to
question, explore and innovate.
By investing in knowledge,
skills and opportunity, India is
empowering its youth to be-
come problem solvers and
drivers of national progress.”

Locating Phule’s social mi-
lieu, Modi said, “Born in the
great state of Maharashtra in
1827, Mahatma Phule emerged
from modest beginnings. But
hisinitial hardships never stood

‘generations: PM
e pays tribute to Phule
@ on birth anniversary

Aswemarkthe
beginning of
his bicentenary year,
the most fitting
tribute to Mahatma
Jyotirao Phuleis
about renewal.
Renewal of our
commitment to
subjects close to his
heart,such as
education. Renewal
of our sensitivity to
injustice. Renewal of
our faith that society
canimprove itself
from within”

in the way of his learning, his
courage or his commitment to
society. This is a trait that re-
mained with him forever. What-
ever the challenges may be, one
must work hard, acquire knowl-
edge and mitigate those chal-
lengesinstead of doing nothing
aboutit... From hisschool days,
young Jyotirao was deeply curi-
ous and became a voracious
reader, often reading books far
beyond what children his age
were expected to engage with.”

“Due to his knowledge and
wisdom, Mahatma Phule de-
veloped a strong understand-
ingofareassuchasagriculture,
healthcare and rural develop-
ment. He often said that injus-
tice towards our farmers and
workers weakens our society.
He saw how social inequalities
manifested themselvesin daily
life, be it in the farms or in vil-
lages. Hence, he immersed
himself in ensuring dignity for
the poor, the downtrodden and
the marginalised. At the same
time, he made every possible
effort to ensure social harmony
was maintained,” the PM said.

Citing Phule’s opinion that
“true freedom can’t be achieved
until everyone in society is
granted equal rights”, the PM
said: “He built institutions that
translated this vision into ac-

tion, contributing to a just so-
ciety. The Satyashodhak Samaj,
founded by him, was one ofthe
most important social reform
movements in modern India...
It became an effective voice for
women, youngsters and those
living in villages... This move-
ment reflected Mahatma
Phule’s intrinsic belief that so-
ciety could be strengthened by
placing at its core justice, re-
spect for every person and a
spirit of collective progress.”

PM Modi said working tire-
lessly among people took a toll
on Phule’s health, butitdid not
deter him. “His personal life,
too, carried lessons in courage.
Always working and being
amongthe peopletookatollon
his health. But even the most
serious health challenges did
not dim his resolve. After suf-
fering a debilitating stroke, he
continued towork and fulfil his
vision. Yes, his body had been
tested, but his commitment to
society had not yielded.”

PM Modi also paid tribute to
Savitribai Phule. “No remem-
brance of Mahatma Phule canbe
complete without a respectful
mention of Savitribai Phule, who
was herself one of the tallest re-
formers of our nation. As one of
India's pioneering women
teachers, she played a defining
role in advancing education for
girls, thus giving them the op-
portunity to pursue their
dreams. After Mahatma Phule’s
passing, Savitribai carried for-
ward thattorch and, in1897 dur-
ing a plague outbreak, she
served victims with such devo-
tion that she herself contracted
thedisease and lost her ownlife.”

“I fondly recall my visit to
Punein 2022, whenIhad offered
tributesto MahatmaPhule at his
grand statue in the city. As we
mark the beginningofhisbicen-
tenary year, the most fitting
tribute to Mahatma Jyotirao
Phuleisabout renewal. Renewal
of our commitment to subjects
closetohisheart, suchaseduca-
tion. Renewal of our sensitivity
toinjustice. Renewal of our faith
that society can improve itself
from within,” PM Modi said.

Govt: 2491 hectare of crop land affected by
unseasonal rain, states to assess damage

Harikishan Sharma
Bhopal, April10

AROUND 2.49 LAKH hectares
of agriculturalland has been af-
fected across several parts of
the country in the recent un-
seasonal rains, Union Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Friday.

The Centre has instructed
states to conduct an assessment
of damage caused to cropsbyre-
cent hail storms and related
weather events. Several parts of
Indiareported raininlate March

| and early April, affecting crops

Kolkata

like wheat, which is harvested
around thistime. Chouhan said,
“Itisdifficultto providea precise
estimate, as the states are in the
process of conducting their as-
sessments. The figuresIreceived
three days ago indicated that
nearly 2.49 lakh hectares had
been affected. However, this is
not the final figure, as adverse
weather conditions have per-
sisted continuously sincethen.”

“I have instructed all the
state governments to immedi-
ately conduct an assessment of
the damage in their respective
regions...Ihave urged that these

surveys be conducted by three
departments — Revenue, Agri-
culture, and Panchayati Raj.”
Chouhan said, “We have
convened a meeting regarding
the crop insurance scheme and
mobilised the team intoaction.”
He said the crop most affected
by the unseasonal rainsis wheat
besides afew horticulture crops.
Theworst-hitstatesinclude Ra-
jasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana, and Punjab.
He also announced that a
three-day farm fair, Unnat Krishi
Mahotsav, will begin in Madhya
Pradesh’s Raisen on Saturday.
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Govtdefers power
plant maintenance
amid gas shortage

i o ufid el =

At least 15 GW coal capacity was planned for maintenance, out of
which 10 GW will not go for maintenance. ReuTeRs

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, April 10

INDIA HAS delayed planned
maintenance shutdown of
10 gigawatt (GW) capacity of
coal-based power plants by
three months to ensure unin-
terrupted power supply amid
gas supply constraints trig-
gered by the ongoing conflict
in West Asia.

A planned maintenance
shutdown of a coal power plant
is a scheduled, temporary
cessation of operations to
perform crucial repairs, inspec-
tions, and upgrades that can-
not be done while the plant is
running. At an inter-minister-
ial briefing on the West Asia cri-
sison Friday, Piyush Singh, ad-
ditional secretary at Ministry of
Power, said around 8 GW of
gas-based power generation
capacity is hit due to higher
fuel costs under the impact
of the Iran war.

At least 15 GW coal-based

capacity was planned for main-
tenance during this period.
Out of which 10 GW would
not go for maintenance while
the rest 5 GW will carry out the
scheduled maintenance.
Singh also said that the gov-
ernment plans to add 22 GW
capacity in the next three
months to accelerate power
generation. Theseincluded 3.5
GW of thermal power, 10 GW of
solar, 2.5GW of wind, 1.9 GW of
Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tem, 3.4 GW of wind and solar
hybrid, 750 MW of hydro and
250 MW of pump hydro stor-
age. While gas accounts for
only a small share in India’s
overall generation mix, it plays
acrucial rebalaning role during
evening peak hours, when
solar output drops. The gov-
ernment has said that it plans
touse “alternative sources” like
coal coal-based generation for
reduced gas-based generation.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘INDIA MUST CHASE EVERY DROP OF OIL & GAS, RAMP UP STRATEGIC RESERVES’

ONGC chief: Notion of casy
access to Gulf energy hit

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April 10

THE WEST Asia war and the
halt in vessel movements
through the critical chokepoint
of the Strait of Hormuz have
put a question mark on certain
long-held assumptions in the
energy sector, like the reliability
of Gulfenergy for India, and the
country must act to quickly di-
versify its energy sources,
meaningfully expand strategic
oil and gas reserves, and chase
“each and everydrop of oil, gas,
and coal” that can be produced
domestically, Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) Chair-
man and CEO Arun Kumar
Singh said on Friday.

Government-owned ONGC
is India’s largest producer of
crude oil and natural gas.

“I now firmly believe that
thinking that the Middle Eastis
nearest to us, and therefore (we
have access to) all their re-
sources, I think that assump-
tion should be taken with a
pinch of salt,” Singh said at an
industry event in the Capital.

He also opined that thiswar
may not be just a temporary
phenomenon, but a lingering
disturbance that could rear its
head every now and then due
to permanent ideological and
internal divisionsin the region,
which itself is a long-term
threat to supply stability.

The effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz by Iran, now
in its second month, has led to
the worst energy supply crisis

e CONTINGENCY PLANNING

WEST ASIA war may not be just
atemporary phenomenon, buta
lingering disturbance that could
rear its head every now and then
due to permanent ideological and
internal divisions in the region,
whichitself is along-term threat
to supply stability

SOFAR, the global energy
sector functioned on
assumption that globalisation
willincrease, but the hypothesis
is now threatened

AS THE world gets more and
more “deglobalised”, there are

.

ONGC Chairman & CEO Arun
Kumar Singh. once

bound to be more problems for
India. No one ever believed that
one day the strait would be
closed. Had that been the case,
nobody would have invested so
much in countries like Qatar

indecades. About a fifth of glo-
bal oil and gas transit through
the critical maritime choke-
point that connectsthe Persian
Gulf with the Arabian Sea.
Much of these oil and gas vol-
umes go to Asian economies,
includingIndia.

The country depends on
imports to meet over 88% of its
crude oil needs, 40% of which
depend on the Strait of Hor-
muz. As for natural gas, India’s
import dependency is about
50%, and 55-60% of India’s
liquefied natural gas (LNG) im-
ports come via the Strait.

In the case of liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG), India’s re-
liance onimportsis 60%, and a
whopping 90% of those come
through the critical waterway.
The supply disruption forced

reduction in natural gas and
LPG supplies to certain indus-
triesin India asthe government
was forced to prioritise the
requirements of households
and priority sectors.

According to Singh, so far,
the global energy sector func-
tioned on the assumption that
globalisation will increase, but
that hypothesis is now
threatened and challenged.

As the world gets more and
more “deglobalised”, there are
bound to be more problems at
hand for energy importers like
India, he said, adding that no
one ever believed that there
would come a day when the
Strait of Hormuz would be
closed. “Had thatbeen the case,
nobody would have invested so
much in countries like Qatar,”

the ONGC Chairman said. He
said that thereisa fundamental
“paradigm shift” where the
world is moving away from the
globalised order of the last 30
years, suggesting that the
“orderly” world under a single
superpower is over, which may
lead to a “war of supremacy”
with multiple competing
powers. His concerns also
centred on the physical vulner-
ability of energy infrastructure,
particularly in West Asia.

He noted that with preci-
sion weapons, modern warfare
or sabotage does not require de-
stroying an entire refinery;
rather, just targeting the crude
distillation unit (CDU) will dis-
able the refinery for years.

The West Asia war saw
multiple precision attacks on
energy infrastructure in the
region with low-cost drones
and missiles.

This vulnerability is com-
pounded by a shift in global dy-
namics where countries no
longer want to share physical
oil in joint projects with other
countries, and instead insist
that the partners take their
share in the form of dividends.

“We should chase wherever
oil or gasisinour country atany
cost, because in a crisis nobody
(will help),” Singh said.

He added that while India
oil and gas exploration is being
pursued intently, more needs
tobedone, particularly in deep
water areas.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

DEBT-FOCUSED FUNDS, HOWEVER, SAW AN OUTFLOW OF RS 2.95 LAKH CRORE DURING THE MONTH MARRED BY WAR

Equity mutual fund inflows hit 8-mth high in March

Markets gain 6% over
the week, snap six
week losing streak

Flows into gold
& silver ETFs
remained
lukewarm after
record highs
inJanuary

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, April 10

Net inflows into equity-focused
mutual funds rose 56% month-
on-month to Rs40,450 crorein
March, the highest level since
July 2025, data released by the
Association of Mutual Fundsin
India (AMFI) showed.

However, debt-focused
funds saw an outflow of Rs 2.95
lakh crore during the month.
Overall, the mutual funds in-
dustry saw net outflows of
Rs 2.40 lakh crore, compared
to inflows of Rs 94,530 crore
last month.

The contribution of system-
atic investment plans (SIPs) in
mutual fund flows touched a
record high of Rs 32,087 crorein
March, compared to Rs 29,845
crore in February.

Notably, February was a
shorter month, which likely af-
fected the numbers. Flexi-cap
funds were the biggest con-
tributor among equity funds,
with inflowsjumping45%toRs
10,054 crore. Mid- and small-
cap funds saw inflows rise 51%
and 61%, respectively, to Rs
6,063 crore and Rs 6,263.56

Overall, the MF industry saw net outflows of Rs 2.40 lakh cr. REUTERS

crore. All other categories, ex-
cept sectoral/thematic funds,
also saw inflow growth during
the month. Overall, the average
assets under management
(AUM) of equity mutual funds
fell to below Rs 32 lakh crore
from Rs 35.6 lakh crore the pre-
vious month due to the sharp
correction in the equity mar-
kets during that time.

In March, the benchmark
Sensex index fell by over 11% as
the conflict in West Asia and
the resultant high crude oil
prices soured investor senti-
ment. “While the headline
numbers for March 2026, a net
outflow of Rs2,39,910 crore and
AUM declining...may spookin-
vestors, both are misleading in
isolation. The AUM declineisa
mark-to-market story driven by
a sharp equity market correc-

tion during the month, not a
confidence story. The net out-
flow is almost entirely driven
by debt fund redemptions,
which is a well-established
quarter-end phenomenon in
March,” said Nitin Agrawal,
CEO of mutual funds atInCred
Money. “Flexi Cap gains the
spotlight as the top segment for
inflows, reinforcing the impor-
tance of diversification across
market caps when volatility is
elevated. Mid Cap and Small
Cap alsowitnessed sharp accel-
eration despite meaningful
drawdowns, signalling that
value buying opportunities are
emerging in these segments,”
said Agrawal.

Flows into gold and silver
exchange-traded funds (ETFs)
remained lukewarm after rec-
ord highs in January, when

e AGAINSTTHETIDE

FLEXI-CAP funds were the
biggest contributor among
equity funds, with inflows
jumping 45% to Rs 10,054 crore

MID- AND small-cap funds
saw inflows rise 51% and 61%,
respectively, toRs 6,063 crore
andRs 6,263.56 crore

IN MARCH the benchmark
Sensex fell by over 11% as the
conflictin West Asia and the
resultant high crude oil prices
soured investor sentiment as
they rushed to sell stocks, while
Flls too hit the sell button amid
the falling rupee
—_————

they had stolen the spotlight
from equity funds. Gold ETFs
saw inflows of Rs 2,266 crore in
March, down from Rs 5,255
crore in February and the peak
of Rs 24,040 crore in January.
Outflows in silver ETFs de-
clined to Rs 684 crore from Rs
826 crore a month ago.
“Moderation in Gold ETF flows
points to a renewed optimism
around equities,” according to
Agrawal of InCred.

However, flows into other
ETFs quadrupled to Rs 19,802
crore. Index funds saw inflows
nearly triplingtoRs 8,169 crore.
Investors are now cyclically
shifting to equity ETFs, said
Kunal Rambhia, fund manager
and trading strategist at
The Streets.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, April 10

THE BENCHMARK stock
indices ended nearly 6% higher
for the week, ending a run of six
straight weeks of decline, as a
ceasefire between the US and
Iran significantly reduced vola-
tility and encouraged a more
risk-on approach from inves-
tors. The benchmark Nifty SO
and Sensex indices had fallen
over 12% in the 6 weeks before
thisrally.

The BSE’s Sensex index
ended 1.2%, or 919 points,
higher at 77,550.25 points on
Friday, led by gainsin the bank-
ing and financial services sec-
tor. The Nifty 50 also closed
1.2%, or 276 points, higher at
24,050.60. Except for IT, all
other sectors saw robust gains
during the session.

The India VIX, which indi-
cates market uncertainty,
dropped another 8% to its
lowest level in over three weeks,
implying that investors have
started to finally expect some
stability in the market despite
the weak ceasefire.

The improved sentiment is
after US President Donald
Trump on Wednesday an-
nounced a two-week suspen-
sion of military strikes against

Iranjust hoursbefore his dead-
line, and Iran agreed to open
the Strait of Hormuz for ship-
ments. Thisled to the Nifty and
Sensex jumping 4% during the
session. Crude oil prices have
also declined sharply this week,
falling between the $95-100 per
barrel range from around $115
aweek ago.

However, tensions have
been flaring since the agree-
ment, with many unconvinced
that the ceasefire would hold.

While foreign investors
(FIIs) have continued to pull
out money from the Indian
markets, the pace has slowed as
the month has gone on.On
Thursday, FIIs had pulled out
$144 million. The figure was
around $743 million a session
ago. On Friday, provisional data
from the exchanges showed
FIIs invested Rs 672 crore. In
comparison, these players had
pulled out $2.2 billion and $1
billion, respectively, in the first
couple of sessions of the
month. Domestic investors
have also continued to remain
robust, buying sharesworth Rs
35,572.48 crore so far in March.
Mutual funds have continued
tobuy equities, with inflows ris-
ing to an 8-month high in
March. FULL REPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

e SIMILAR EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY AT LARGE TECH COMPANIES THAT ARE SEEKING TO DESIGN THEIR OWN Al CHIPS, INCLUDING META AND OPENAI

Anthropic weighs building its own Al chips amid crunch

Reuters
San Francisco, April 10

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
lab Anthropic is exploring the
possibility of designingits own
chips, three sources said, asthe
company and its rivals respond
toashortage of Al chipsneeded
to power and develop more ad-
vanced Al systems.
Theplansarein early stages
and the company may still de-
cide to only buy Al chips and
not design any, according to
two people with knowledge of
the matter and one person
briefed on Anthropic’splans.
The company has yet to
commit to a specific design or
put together a dedicated team

to work on the project, one of
the sources said.

A spokesperson for the San
Francisco-based company de-
clined to comment on the ar-
ticle. Demand for its Al model
Claude has accelerated in 2026,
with the startup’s run-rate rev-
enue now surpassing $30 bil-
lion, up from about $9 billion at
the end 0f 2025, Anthropic said
earlier this week.

Anthropic uses a range of
chips, including tensor pro-
cessing units (TPUs) designed
by Alphabet’s Google and Ama-
zon’s chips to develop and run
its Al software and chatbot
Claude. Earlier this week, An-
thropicsigned along-term deal
with Google and Broadcom,

Designing an advanced Al chip can cost half a billion dollars. rReuTers

which helps design the TPUs.
That deal builds on the com-
pany’s commitment to invest
$50billion in strengthening US

computing infrastructure.
Anthropic’s discussions

mirror similar efforts underway

atlarge tech companiesthatare

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

seeking to design their own Al
chips, including Meta and
OpenAl. Designing an ad-
vanced Al chip can cost roughly
halfabillion dollars, according
to industry sources, as com-
panies need to employ skilled
engineers and spend to make
sure the manufacturing pro-
cess has no defects.
Meanwhile, in a related de-
velopment, US Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent and Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome Powell
convened an urgent meeting
with bank CEOs this week to
warn of cyber risks posed by
Anthropic's latest AI model,
two sources familiar with the
matter said on Thursday. An-
thropic launched the powerful

Mythos model earlier this week
but stopped short of abroad re-
lease, citing concerns it could
expose previously unknown
cybersecurity vulnerabilities.

The company has said the
model is capable of identifying
and exploiting weaknesses
across “every major operating
system and every major web
browser”. Last week, Anthropic
said it was in ongoing dis-
cussions with US government
officials about the model’s “of-
fensive and defensive cyber ca-
pabilities.” A third source reit-
erated Anthropic’s outreach,
saying the company proac-
tively briefed senior US govern-
ment officials and key industry
stakeholders.

Kolkata

SRINIVASAN & VIJAY SINGH RENEW IPO CALL
Shapoorji group
also pushes for
Tata Sons’ listing

Group holds 18% stake in Tata Sons

George Mathew
Mumbai, April 10

CLOSE ON the heels of Tata
Trusts trustees Venu Srinivasan
and Vijay Singh, the Shapoor;ji
Pallonji (SP) group which holds
over 18% stake in Tata Sons has
come out demanding listing of
the Tata group holding com-
pany on the stock exchanges as
it will “reinforce corporate gov-
ernance, deepen transparency
and accountability”.

“AsThave stated earlier, we
would like to reiterate that a
timely listing of Tata Sonsis not
merely a regulatory com-
pliance but a necessary evol-
ution. To date, no clear, evi-
dence-based case has been
presented to explain how a
publiclisting would materially
damage the interests of the
trusts or reduce their ability to
serve beneficiaries,” Shapoorji
Pallonji Mistry, Chairman of
the SP group said on Friday.

“A publicly listed holding
company strengthens board
accountability, broadens the
investor base, and secures long-
term value for all stakeholders,”
Mistry said. The SP group was
looking for an exit from Tata
Sonsto funditsbusiness plans.

Trustees Venu Srinivasan of
the TVS Group and Vijay Singh
have publicly advocated listing
Tata Sons through an initial
public offering (IPO), contrast-
ing with a resolution passed a
year ago by Tata trusts to retain
itsunlisted status.

Shapootji is the brother of
late Cyrus Mistry who was
Chairman of Tata Sons. Noel
Tata is married to Aloo Mistry,
who is the sister of Shapoor;ji
and Cyrus Mistry. Their grand-
father Shapoorji Pallonji Mistry
bought the stake in Tata Sons
through two or three transac-

* BRIEFLY

tions over S0 years ago. How-
ever, the SP group doesn’t have
aseatontheboard of TataSons.

Incidentally, Mehli Mistry,
who was ousted from Tata
Trusts late last year is the
cousin of Shapoorji and Cyrus.

“Besides, a listing will un-
lock value for millions of retail
shareholders, create amore de-
fined and robust dividend
stream for the Tata Trusts, and
expand the social and philan-
thropicimpact that benefitsthe
poorest sections of our
country,” Mistry said. Accord-
ing to him, this group will only
be strengthened through com-
plying with RBI mandated list-
ing. “While we remain in con-
structive engagement with the
TataSonsleadership tocometo
an amicable reconciliation at
the earliest, we look towards
the RBI for a decisive direction
with regards to the listing,” he
said. “Werepose full faithin the
Government of India and the
Reserve Bank of India to act
decisively,” he said.

On October 10, 2025, the SP
group had said the public list-
ing of Tata Sons is not merely a
financial step — it is a moral
and social imperative.

“It will unlock immense
value for over 1.2 crore share-
holders of listed Tata com-
panies, who are indirect share-
holders of Tata Sons,
representing the aspirations of
all Indians — the very citizens
who have, for decades, held
faithin the Tatanameasasym-
bol of integrity and national
pride,” it said. Shapoorji Pallonji
and Company Pvt Ltd is a glo-
bal diversified institution, with
a leading presence in the sec-
tors of engineering and con-
struction, infrastructure, real
estate, water, energy and finan-
cial services.

Dubai limits
flights till May 31,
Indian airlines
hardest hit

New Delhi: Dubai has
restricted foreign airlines
tojustonedaily flight toits
airports until May 31 dueto
the Iran crisis, igniting rev-
enueloss fearsamong
Indian carriers thathad
planned more flights than
airlines from any other
country, letters show.

The Federation of Indian
Airlines (FIA), which repre-
sents top carriers IndiGo,
AirIndia and SpiceJet, has
asked Indiato push Dubai
authorities tolift the curbs
and, failing that, to consider
reciprocal measureson
Dubai carriersincluding
Emirates, accordingtoa
letteritsenttothe Indian
government on March 31.
REUTERS

IRB Group’s toll
revenue soars
21% in March

Mumbai:IRB Group,
including IRB Infrastruc-
ture Developers Ltd. and its
sponsored two Infrastruc-
ture Investment Trusts, Viz.
IRB Infrastructure Trust
and IRB InvIT Fund has col-
lectively reported
Rs.8,323Crs toll revenue in
financial year2026 (FY26),
whichis 10% market share
of India’s toll revenue of Rs
82,900 crore for FY26.

For March 2026, the firm

* MARKETS

hasreported 21% jump inin
tollrevenue against the
same month last year.

The group reported toll rev-
enue of Rs 783 crorein the
month under review, as
against Rs 649 crorein cor-
responding month of FY25,
i.e., March 2025.
Commentingon this, Shri
Amitabh Murarka, Dy. CEO,
IRB Infrastructure Devel-
opers Limited said, “ With
recent commissioning of
ournew TOT Assetin
Odisha and expected com-
missioning of Ganga
Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh, we look forward to
FY27 with furtherimproved
growth trajectory.” ENS

Jaiprakash Gaur
backs Adani’s
acquisition of
JAL assets

New Delhi: Jaypee Group
founder Jaiprakash Gaur
on Friday threw his support
behind the Adani Group
taking over his insolvent
infrastructure firm JAL,
saying he has full
confidence in Gautam
Adani’sleadership totake
the group forward.

The statement just came
days after rival bidder Ved-
antaLtd’s Anil Agarwal
claimed that Gaur

wanted Jaiprakash Associ-
atesLtd (JAL) tobeinthe
“safe hands” of his mining
conglomerate. “Iappreci-
ate the fair and transparent
process,” he said. PTI
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Tariffs, war and stagflation — a triple
crisis of Trump’s making.
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The greatest nations are
defined by how they treat
their weakest inhabitants.
— Jorge Ramos
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

A war lesson: Think big,
be bold, at home

HE FIRST wave of globalisation from the 1870s, after the
openingof Suez Canal and laying of a permanent trans-
atlantic cable connecting Europe and North America,
resulted in the US becoming the world’s economic
superpowet. It maintained that position even duringthewarand
depression years (1914-45), when global trade collapsed and re-
covered gradually over the next three to four decades. The second
wave, following the disintegration of the Soviet Blocin 1989 and
lastingtill the 2010s, led to China’semergence as the “world’s fac-
tory” and “mega-trader”. This decade ought to have been India’s,
given its favourable youth demographics (like China’sduringthe
1980s to the 2010s) and policy initiatives spurring digitisation
(through Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile), formalisation (GST and de-
monetisation) and investments in physical infrastructure, from
ports and airports to highways and renewable energy. Sadly, the
demographic dividend from a labour force “bulge” hasn’t ma-
terialised due to successive disruptions — Covid, warsin Ukraine
and Iran, and US President Donald Trump’s unilateral tariffs.

The basis of globalisation — founded on the free movement
of goods, services, capital, people and ideas across borders —has
been upended. Today, the assumption of wars being a near-im-
possibility in an age of hyper-economic interdependence be-
tween countries lies in tatters. The current decade has seen two
major episodes of migrant workers in big cities and industrial
centresleaving for their villages and hometowns, the first exodus
duringthe Covid lockdown and the second on account of cooking
gasshortagestriggered by the Iran war. In short, while Chinarode
the second wave of globalisation to realise the economic growth
potential from its high working age-to-dependent population
ratio, India has been relatively unlucky on that score.

Whether these setbacks are temporary or not, Indian policy-
makers and firms will have to factor geopolitical risks into their
growth strategies. It would mean diversifying energy and raw ma-
terial supply chains, and building buffers (fiscal and physical)
against unexpected shocks. No less important is staying the
course on reforms and macroeconomic stability, which are the
best possible insurance against market volatility and aguarantee
of investors returning once the panic has subsided. The energy
supply and price shocks from the war, reverberating across sec-
tors, call for policy actions beyond pickinglow-hanging fruit. Re-
formingthe fertiliser subsidy regime that promotes imbalanced
nutrient use — especially over-application of urea — and fixing
thelosses of state discoms can wait nolonger. The war has shrunk
the economic and political space for easy solutions.

A new measure
reframes heat crisis

HE ONSET of climate change has fundamentally trans-
formed the understanding of heat stress on humans.
People in most parts of the world are not only experi-
encingwarmer weather, but the rise in temperatures is
also accompanied by changing moisture patterns. Humans are
resilient to high temperatures, provided sweat can evaporate.
However, when the air is saturated with moisture, sweat lingers
ontheskin, and thebody’s thermoregulatory systemis put under
duress. The combined effect of the two variables on human health
isnot totally unknown to medical science. The wet bulb approach,
forinstance, attempts torecalibrate temperatures by accounting
for heat and humidity. A 35°C wet-bulb temperature is generally
considered the theoretical upper limit of human endurance. A
new study published in Nature Communications draws on recent
episodes of intense heat and humidity to conclude that this safe
limit could be much lower. A 31°C wet-bulb temperature can be
unforgiving for the elderly and people who work outdoors.

The new understanding reframes India’s climate challenge.
Several cities routinely report heat indices that push human tol-
erance to its limits, even when wet-bulb temperatures remain
below 35°C. The tragedy in Navi Mumbai, three years ago, when
sunstroke claimed 13lives even when the temperature, according
to the Met department, was about 35°C, underlined the need to
redraw the metrics of well-being during summer. Howevetr, plan-
ning has been slow to factor in the new imperatives. Concrete-
dense neighbourhoods, sparse tree cover, and inadequate venti-
lation create “urban heat islands” where temperatures can be
several degrees higher than surrounding rural areas. In such en-
vironments, nighttime offerslittle space to recover from the heat
stress of the day. Heat thresholds are also shaped by social con-
ditions. For construction workers, farmlabourers, street vendors,
and those who work in the gig economy, heat and humidity are
occupational hazards.

Inrecentyears, Indian cities have tried todraw up heat action
plans. However, these plans are often based on dry-heat thresh-
olds, and not the more dangerous combination of heat and hu-
midity. Most of them are also not attuned tolocal idiosyncrasies.
Protecting people from heat, humidity and rainfall requires
granular knowledge. Dealing with a new form of heat will require
joining several dots. India’s cities do not have time to lose.

Last link with first Test
victory has snapped

ITH THE death of C D Gopinath — the last

member of the team that won India’s first Test

victoryin Chennai against England in 1952 —the

IPL milieu haslostits surviving link with cricket’s
amateur era. Behind India’s rise as the dominant force in the
game was the love and labour, sweat and tears, of men like
Gopinath. The Test win Gopinath and his team engineered is
alandmarkin Indian cricket, the coming-of-age moment that
instilled belief in a nation just five years old.

Hewasadashingbatsman with awhiplash square cut. Affable
and articulate, he made strong friendships with teammates and
rivals. His Test career lasted eight games where he shone spor-
adically. But without his defiant 35 and 93-run stand with Polly
Umrrigar in the second innings, India’s wait for the first Test win
would have lasted longer. Three years later, he captained Tamil
Nadu to their maiden Ranji Trophy title in 1955.

He regaled his audience with stories, and talked poignantly
aboutthe pre-Independence era. Hewasborn on a curfewdayin
1930, and the doctor, when prescribing medicine for the newborn,
named him “Baby Gun”. Even after calling time on his career, he
didn’t sever his ties with the game. He became a selector and
spotted Gundappa Viswanath, one of the all-time greats. Evenin
his 80s, he would turn up for Test matches in Chennai and pa-
tiently sit through them. With his departure, Indian cricket has
lost its last link with its first Test victory.

HEREIS awryjokethat thejur-

ist Edward S Corwin once told:

A doctor, an engineer and a

politician were debating which

of their callings was the most
ancient. The doctor claimed that the re-
moval of the rib from Adam’s side was
clearly asurgical operation. The engineer re-
plied that even before Adam, the world had
to be created out of chaos, surely an
engineering feat. “Very true,” said the politi-
cian, “but who do you think created the
chaos?” Today, one might plausibly rewrite
the joke: What might be called the “judicial
complex” — that peculiar combination of
Supreme Court judges and lawyers —
could give politicians a run for their money
as originators of chaos. The latest salvo in
thisveinisthe debate over the term “consti-
tutional morality.”

According to reports, the solicitor gen-
eral, in submissions before the Supreme
Courtinthe Sabarimala case, has expressed
scepticism about thejudicial use of the term
in recent judgments. There is, to be sure, a
legitimate criticism to be made of some of
itsuses. For many, including this columnist,
the termis notajudicial standard of adjudi-
cation. In an earlier formulation (“What is
Constitutional Morality”, Seminar 615,
November 2010), I had suggested that
constitutional morality refers, instead,
to the formal virtues of a constitutional
sensibility: Self-restraint, respect for plural-
ity, deference to processes, scepticism to-
wards authoritative claims of popular sov-
ereignty, and a commitment to an open
culture of criticism that lies at the heart of
constitutionalism. Thereisalso a case, often

A modest plea for
constitutional morality

made in this column, against judicial over-
reach, against excessive deference totheju-
diciary, and for restoring greater space for
parliamentary sovereignty.

But the context of the present attack
matters. It should be clear that the critique
of “constitutional morality” is not offered in
service of the Constitution. Itis, rather, part
of abroader attempt to hollow it out.

There are atleast two reasons to think so.
One way of dismissing a term is to label it,
what the philosopher J L Austin once called
a “trouser term”: A concept so indetermi-
nate that it derives its meaning only in op-
position to something else. The charge,
then, is that “constitutional morality” is
vague, defined merely against “societal
morality”. On thistelling, it appears asatop-
down, catch-all category. Its function is es-
sentially to displace an organic, historically
evolved, bottom-up set of norms. It becomes
ajudicial ruse, ameans by which courts ex-
tend authority against society.

Butthisisacritique in bad faith. “Societal
morality” is more of a trouser term, indeed,
arguably, an even more vacuous one. One
may concede that “constitutional morality”
isindeterminate and that it cannot,
byitself, yield a standard of adjudi-
cation. Yetit has atleast this virtue:
It gestures towards the kinds of rea-
sons that ought to be in play in ad-
judication. In a case like Sabari-
mala, it invites us to ask: How are
liberty and equality to be recon-
ciled with the autonomy of institu-
tions? When does a practice so
burden the standing of members
that their civic equality is compro-
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Ina caselike Sabarimala, it
invites us to ask: How are
liberty and equality tobe

reconciled with the autonomy
of institutions? When does a
practice soburden the standing
of members that their civic
equality is compromised?

mised? These are difficult questions, but
they are the right questions.

By contrast, invoking “societal morality”
in this context does not advance an argu-
ment; it forecloses one. Itisless a reason than
arefusal of reason, adevice toinsulate social
practices from scrutiny. Itisnoaccident that
the objection to “constitutional morality™
has been most strenuously voiced in cases
like Navtej Singh Johar v Union of India,
where entrenched social prohibitions were
tested against the constitutional commit-
ments to freedom and equality. Whatever
its vagueness, “constitutional morality” at
least orients us toward those values. It is
their substance that matters, not the label.
“Societal morality”, in this usage, is an at-
tempt to immobilise reason, and that, pre-
cisely, is what makes it attractive.

The second reason for scepticismis more
troubling. Evenif “constitutional morality™
does not furnish a rule of decision, it does
provide a standpoint from which to judge
the Court itself. The anxiety it provokes is
not about vagueness. It is, rather, that the
term casts an unflattering light on the
Court’s own trajectory;, its drift, at times, to-
ward a kind of judicial nihilism.
The moral substance, procedural
discipline, and predictive stability
oflaw appear increasingly eroded,
replaced by arbitrarinessin process
and uncertainty in outcome. It is
not that plaintiffs cannot get relief.
But which ones do, and on what
grounds, appearsincreasingly ran-
dom and contingent.

No one who takes the Constitu-
tion seriously can now say, with

confidence, what it requires, or when the
Courtwill choose to upholditsdiscipline. In
recent weeks alone, several Rubicons seem
to have been crossed. How, for instance, is
onetoassess the Court’s prickly and dispro-
portionate handling of a minor episode in-
volving an NCERT textbook, an episode in
which segments of the Bar seemed more
eager to appease judicial sensitivities than
todefend principle, turning the proceedings
into a theatre of the absurd? More gravely,
howisonetocome totermswith asituation
in which the Court appears untroubled by
thedisenfranchisement of lakhs of votersin
West Bengal without full due process, sug-
gesting, in effect, that no serious constitu-
tional injury occurs even when eligible
citizens are unable to vote because the Court
has endorsed a flawed process?

“Constitutional morality” may not tell us
what theright answer isin Sabarimala, how
textbooks ought to be written, or which
voters possess valid documentation. But it
can still serve as a diagnostic. It alerts us to
the presence of arbitrariness and unac-
countable power; to moments when free-
dom and equality are treated with suspicion;
to instances where a court ceases to enable
reason and instead begins to immobilise it.

Question constitutional morality by all
means. But a reactionary assault on consti-
tutional morality is a misunderstanding of
its character. It is, in effect, to sow the seeds
of moral and judicial chaos, an outcome to
which ourjudiciary now seems, regrettably,
determined to contribute.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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affordability of
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HE ONGOING war in West

Asia has resulted in an

LPG crisis in India. The dis-

ruption in supplies has led to

higher prices, panic buying,
long queues and black-marketing. Re-
ports have also indicated a reduction in
output of small industries reliant on LPG,
and of migrant workers in cities like Delhi,
Mumbai and Surat starting to return to
their villages, reminiscent of the Covid
lockdown. Sensibly, the government has
prioritised domestic supply over indus-
trial (and restaurant) use and has sought
alternative imports.

What are the implications of this
supply reduction on access to and
preparation of a diet that meets India’s
nutritional guidelines? There are both
direct and indirect effects. The rising
cost of cooking fuel immediately raises
the costs of preparing meals. This is
not insignificant; according to the
nationally representative Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey
(HCES) data from 2023-24, fuel and light
constitute 6.1 per cent and 5.6 per cent of
total monthly per capita expenditure in
rural and urban areas respectively, close
to the amount spent on medical expenses
or education.

There are also several knock-on ef-
fects. India is heavily dependent on im-
ports for both finished fertilisers and raw
materials. The disruption to fertiliser
supply chains — combined with rising
costs of mechanisation and transporta-
tion —islikely to increase the costs of cul-
tivation substantially, leading to the risk
of food inflation.

These could erode access to a healthy
diet. Even prior to this crisis, healthy diets
were unaffordable for many. We use the
HCES 2023-24 to estimate the Cost of a
Healthy Diet (CoHD), which is the mini-
mum daily rupee amount one would need
to spend to meet the ICMR’s food-based
dietary guidelines. We estimate the na-
tional average CoHD for a non-vegetarian
diet at Rs 73.1 per person per day in 2023-
24, suggesting that between 25 to 49 per
cent of the population could not afford
the raw cost of the foods that would make
up a healthy diet, depending on which
threshold one used.

However, preparing a meal includes
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With this
war, the

cooking fuel

coststothe

overall cost
of meal

likely torise

will further
reduce the

LPG shock could impact
nutrition outcomes

other costs beyond the raw food costs,
such as the cost of spices and, more im-
portantly, of fuel. When these costs are ac-
counted for, the CoHD increases by about
Rs 9.5, of which Rs 6.5 comes from the cost
of the fuel used to prepare the meal. This
means that the proportion of the popula-
tion who cannot afford a healthy diet in-
creases to 32-62 per cent, depending on
the affordability threshold used. With this
war, the contribution of cooking fuel costs
to the overall cost of meal preparation is
likely to rise substantially; along with the
possible rise in food prices, this will
further reduce the affordability of a
healthy diet.

What should be the way forward? Our
research highlights the importance of ex-
panding the focus to include dietary di-
versity as well as other accompanying fac-
tors, such as access to and costs of cooking
fuel, the reach and coverage of social
safety nets, and the division of labour
within the home - all of which come to-
gether to determine what people
ultimately eat. In the immediate term,
expanding the scope of social safety
net programmes to subsidise the cost
of nutritious foods like pulses, vegetables,
eggs and flesh foods, and nuts and
seeds would help buffer rising food
prices for these perishable and semi-per-
ishable items, and raise consumption to
the levels recommended by the
ICMR. Continued support through
schemes like the PMUY is critical, asisthe
inclusion of migrant populations within
its ambit, even if only temporarily. In the
longer term, the availability of nutritious
foods could be enhanced through agricul-
ture policies.

The current situation of increasing
fuel costs and the prospect of a global food
price surge underscores the relevance of
afood systems approach to food policy. In
a country with a high and stubborn level
of malnutrition, such shocks could have
immediate effects on people’s health and
nutrition outcomes. We must not lose
sight of the need for nutrition security if
we are to weather this storm.

Sinha is at Centre for the Study of the Indian
Economy, Azim Premji University and
Raghunathan is an independent researcher.
Views are personal
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Ina Chennaifilm festival,
comeback of a Dalit actor

FILM festival named after P K Rosy, as part of the
Vaanam Art Festival in Chennai, might seem like
G A justanother cultural event. Itisnot. Itisastatement,
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Launched by
filmmaker Pa
Ranjith’s
Neelam
Culture Centre,
the festival is
partof alarger
effort to build
cultural spaces
that do not wait
for mainstream
validation

about memory, caste, and who gets to be seen.

Rosy’s story sits at the uneasy beginning of Indian
cinema. A Dalitwoman from Kerala, she acted in Vigathakuma-
ran, the first Malayalam feature film, in the late 1920s. Her role
should have marked abreakthrough. Instead, it triggered outrage.
Her “crime” was playing an “upper-caste” woman. Theatres were
attacked. Her house was burned. She disappeared from public
life and lived the rest of her years under another name. The eras-
urereveals something fundamental about Indian cinema. It has
never just been about storytelling. It has always been about who
is allowed to appear, and under what conditions.

Nearly a century later, cinemahas grown in scale and am-
bition. It occasionally engages with caste, even critiques it.
But the Dalit woman is still largely absent, not just in numbers,
but in perspective. She appears sporadically, often filtered
through someone else’s gaze, rarely as a subject who defines
her own story.

This is why the P K Rosy Film Festival matters. Launched by
filmmaker Pa Ranjith’s Neelam Culture Centre, it is part of alarger
effort to build cultural spaces that do not wait for mainstream
validation. Naming it after Rosy is an act of correction, restoring
hertothe centre of a history that pushed her out. It brings together
films that engage directly with caste, labour, land, gender, and
resistance. It creates a space where Dalit lives are central nar-
ratives. Mainstream cinema often absorbs dissent slowly and se-
lectively. It makes space, but within limits. Festivals like this allow
stories to exist without being softened or made palatable.

Across the world, there is a shift towards centring Dalit and
marginalised voices in cinema, not as subjects of study, but ascre-
ators. From New York to Nottingham to London, Dalit-Adivasi
film festivals are forging a transnational network that places caste
firmly within conversations on race and justice.

At the same time, this moment draws from a longer history
of cultural assertion. The Women in Cinema Collective in Kerala,
forinstance, established the PK Rosy Film Society in 2019 to fore-
ground feminist and marginalised cinema. These efforts recog-
nise something essential: Representation alone is not enough.
There must be spaces that sustain and circulate these voices.

All of this makes the timing of the P K Rosy Film Festival es-
pecially significant. Held every April, it coincides with Dalit His-
tory Month and the birth month of BR Ambedkar and Jyotirao
Phule. And yet, the need for such spaces reveals a continuing fail-
ure. Nearly a century after Rosy’s debut, mainstream institutions
remain hesitant to fully acknowledge her legacy.

That gap, between acknowledgement and transformation, is
where this festival intervenes. It refuses to let Rosy remain a foot-
note. It insists that her story is not just about the past, but about
the future of cinema. And it asks a difficult question: What would
Indian cinema look like if those once excluded were not just in-
cluded, but centred? For a few days in Chennai, that answer be-
gins to take shape.

Bunkar is a researcher specialising in caste and cinema
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Terror attackinPunjab

TERRORISTS STRUCK at three places, killing
two personnel of the Government Railway
Police and one Sl of the Punjab Police. The se-
curity forces retaliated by launching a “bullet-
for-bullet” operation and gunned down three

terrorists in Amritsar. The two GRP personnel
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were killed and one injured when they were
attacked aboard a running train at Kotla
Gujranrailway station near Amritsar.

Benazir welcomedin Pakistan

BENAZIR BHUTTO received a welcome un-
precedented in Pakistan’s 39-year history
and formally launched her political career
with awarning to Gen Ziaul Haq to hand over

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

power to the people by holding elections. An
estimated half amillion people at her first
political meeting in Pakistan joined Bhutto,
chairperson of the Pakistan People’s Party, in
chanting “Ziajave, jave” (Ziais bound to
leave). Wild scenes of street dancing and joy
heralded her return fromatwo-year exile in
Europe, and Bhutto took the opportunity to
tell the people that her decision to enter
politics was a fulfilment of her father, Zulfikar
AliBhutto’s, wish.

TurkishPMinIndia

THE FIRST Turkish Prime Minister to pay an of-
ficial visitto India, Turgut Ozal, said he was
hopeful that his visit would launch a “new era
of improved relations” between the two

Kolkata

countries. Ozal announced that it had been
agreed to constitute a joint economic com-
mission to promote bilateral cooperation. He
admitted there had not been any high-level
exchanges between the two countries since
1960, when Jawaharlal Nehru visited Turkey.
Indiaand Turkey, he disclosed, had signed an
air services agreement earlier in the day.

Attack coptersunder Army

THE GOVERNMENT has decided that attack
helicopter squadrons, while owned and
maintained by the Air Force, willnow come
under the Army’s command and control. The
decision, hinted at by the PMin his reply to
the defence debate in the Lok Sabha, partly
meets along-standing demand of the Army.
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The Zionist state has long coveted
Lebanon in pursuit of its ‘Greater
Israel’ scheme. — Dawn, Pakistan
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The strait of high stakes, where
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HE STRAIT of Hormuz is,
today, the epicentre of a global
economic and maritime cri-
sis. Following the unprovoked
US-Israeli attack on Iran on
February 28, the waterway now has the
status of a “war zone”, placing severe re-
strictions on the passage of global ship-
ping. Impacting nearly 20 per cent of the
world’s oil and 25 per cent of LNG trade,
this is the most significant disruption to
global energy supply since the 1970s.

Its navy may have been destroyed, but
the threat posed by Iran’s coastal missile bat-
teries, drone swarms, and sea mines has
been sufficient to deter all but the most des-
perate commercial shipping from attempt-
ing a passage through the Strait of Hormuz.
Marine insurance premiums have jumped
from 400 per cent to 600 per cent, and Iran
is reportedly demanding tolls of up to $1 per
barrel of oil for transit, ameasure seen as “ex-
tortionate”. Yet this challenge defies an easy
or swift resolution. Itisessential tostep back
and grasp the full interplay of legal, strategic,
and political factors at work.

An overwhelming majority of global
trade travels by sea, and while the oceans
may appear vast, the compulsions of safe and
expeditious transit tend to funnel shipping
traffic through a set of narrow waterways,
termed “maritime choke points” — con-
stricted channels that connect major seas.
By controlling access to vital seas, these
choke points have, historically, amplified
naval power projection, turning geography
into a force multiplier for maritime powers.

“Pax Britannica”, which defined Brit-
ain’s role as the global hegemon between
1815 and 1914, was built upon its control
over strategic locations like Gibraltar,
Malta, Aden, Oman, Singapore and Cape
Town, which dominated choke pointsand
sea lanes. In World War I, the Dardanelles
Strait played a pivotal role in prolonging the
survival of the Ottoman Empire, when suc-
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A new beginning

AHEAD OF the visit of
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman to Delhi on
Tuesday, PM Tarique Rahman
said that the discussions will
focus on the “future of relations™
between the two countries.
(‘Delhi, Dhaka must sidestep
short-termism’, IE, April 10). This
time, Dhaka’s confrontational
animus towards India seems
missing. The flexibility Bangla-
desh has chosen to display in pro-
moting better ties with Indiaisa
good sign.

SSPaul, Nadia

IN TODAY’S uncertain global en-
vironment, peace and
cooperation should be a priority.
There is aneed for stronger ties
between neighbouring countries
like India and Bangladesh. Dif-
ferencesrooted in politics or the
past should not hinder progress,
especially when the well-being of
ordinary citizens is at stake.
(‘Delhi, Dhaka must sidestep
short-termism’, IE, April 10).
Constructive dialogue, trust, and
shared goals can pave the way for
growth and long-term stability,
while continued tensions only
create insecurity and setbacks.
ParulRana, Zirakpur

Needed, stability

ANOTHER MAJOR conflictisthe
last thing the world needs
(‘Trump should rein Netanyahu
in’, IE, April 10). The current situ-
ation involving the US, Iran, Is-
rael, and Lebanon highlights how
fragile peace hasbecome, as at-
tacks continue torise and the
ceasefire appearsincreasingly
uncertain. Itis innocent civilians
who suffer the mostin such
crises, with lives being lost and
countless families forced to leave
their homes. If tensions continue
to escalate, the conflict could
grow into awider war, affecting
not only the region but also the
global economy. This is the mo-
ment for world leaders,
especially the US, to act respon-
sibly, reduce hostilities, and work
toward lasting peace. What the
world needs isless aggression
and more understanding.
Rachita, Chandigarh

cessive Allied amphibious assaults were
thwarted by the Turks.

In the current scenario, US President
Donald Trump’s obsession with acquiring
Greenland, and regaining control of the
Panama Canal Zone may arouse derision,
but it is rooted in strategic concern regard-
ingthe control of choke points, particularly
in the context of rising competition with
Chinaand Russia. Greenland happenstobe
the northern anchor of the strategic Green-
land-Iceland-UK (GIUK) Gap, a narrow
transit corridor that is the primary exit for
Russia’s Northern Fleet from its Arctic
bases. As for China, with the melting of the
Arctic ice, it is actively eying the Northern
Sea Route via the GIUK Gap as a polar ex-
tension of its Maritime Silk Road.

The principle that the sea was interna-
tional territory, and that all nations were free
touseit for trade, hasahoary prov-
enance, going back to the concept
of Mare Liberum, or “free sea”, pro-
posed by Dutchjurist Hugo Grotius
in1609. Since nations had taken to
arbitrary extensions of territorial
waters, order and regulation were
restored by the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), which fixed the limit of

Iran’s closure of the Strait
brings itinto direct conflict
with the UNCLOS regime of
Transit Passage. But it also
remains this beleaguered
nation’s final strategic lever

law and leverage collide
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“territorial waters” at 12 miles. Maritime
choke points have, however, created ahurdle
to the established principle of freedom of
navigation because they often fall within the
territorial waters of one or more states.

To prevent global commerce from
being held hostage by geography, two legal
regimes were adopted by UNCLOS for ship-
pingto negotiate territorial waters. One was
the concept of “Innocent Passage” that
allows a vessel to pass through the terri-
torial waters of a state, subject to stringent
restrictions on movement and activities,
including suspension of passage. A similar
right, termed “Transit Passage”, was cre-
ated, applicable only to international
straits, granting freedom of navigation
solely for the purpose of continuous and
expeditious transit of global trade. Unlike
inthe case of innocent passage, the coastal
state cannot suspend or hamper
transit passage in any way, nor can
it discriminate between flags.

The Strait of Hormuz, connect-
ing the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of
Oman, qualifies asa “strait used for
international navigation” under
UNCLOS. The entire navigable cor-
ridor of this strait falls within the
territorial waters of Iranand Oman.

Iransigned the UNCLOSin 1982, but hasnot
(like the US) ratified it so far. Having deliber-
ately chosen to apply the restrictive Innocent
Passage clause, Iran’s closure of the Strait
brings it into direct conflict with the UN-
CLOS regime of Transit Passage, designed
precisely to prevent such a unilateral block-
ade of strategic straits.

Maritime choke points are the physical
manifestations of global interdependence.
While coastal states like Iran and Oman or
those bordering the Malacca Strait havelegit-
imate interests in protecting their waters
from threats such as pollution and smug-
gling, international law, specifically the re-
gime of Transit Passage, denies them the
right tointerfere with the flow of global ship-
ping. Moreover, an attempt to exercise con-
trolby mining, or the threat of kineticaction,
would beseen asanillegal and aggressive ac-
tion under the UN Charter.

However, Iran faces stark choices against
overwhelming military odds. With its politi-
cal and military leadership brutally decapi-
tated, its economy under a total embargo,
and its infrastructure devastated by heavy
bombardment, the Strait of Hormuz re-
mains this beleaguered nation’s final stra-
tegic lever. Tehran is likely to exploit this
choke point to extract maximum conces-
sions from its adversaries.

For India, the Strait of Hormuz is no
mere waterway but a vital “jugular vein”,
whose closure or disruption poses a grave
threat to national security, economic
growth and domestic stability. The con-
tinuation of this conflict also evokes the
unthinkable spectre of a “mushroom
cloud” over the region.

Given its international standing and
cordial ties with the three primary actors
— the US, Israel, and Iran — India’s per-
emptory dismissal of a mediatory role,
yielding centre stage to Pakistan, remains
a puzzling diplomatic choice. Neverthe-
less, in keeping with its traditional stra-
tegic culture, India must continue to
leverage quiet diplomacy to safeguard its
own interests while urging all parties to
comply with UN laws and mandates, not
only for the sake of regional peace, but
also to avoid widespread economic dis-
tress in the Global South.

The writer is a former Indian Navy chief
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NEXT WEEK, Parliament will take up the
Women’s Reservation Bill in a special
session, a historic step by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Despite efforts, we failed to
provide proper representation to women in
Indian legislaturesin the past7Syears. Atthe
time of our Constitution-making, there were
suggestions that, just like the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, women, too,
should be given a quota in our legislatures.

Prominent women members of the As-
sembly said women should get genuine
equality rather than protective discrimina-
tion. “We have never asked for privileges...
To seek any form of reservation would be to
admit that women are not equal to men,”
Hansa Mehta, a member from Bombay, ar-
gued. Renuka Ray from Bengal echoed the
sentiment. Durgabai Deshmukh from Mad-
ras Province opposed special privileges, say-
ing they might hinder rather than promote
long-term equality.

Behind their rejection was the
hope that, by looking at their con-
tributions during the freedom
movement, theIndian political sys-

We began well, with nearly 5
per cent of membersin the first

sentation for women in their parliaments
without any quota system. Inthe US, therep-
resentation of women in Congress wasjust 2
per cent in 1950. It stands at almost 30 per
cent today. In the UK House of Commons, it
grew from 3 per cent in the 1950s to 18 per
centintheearly2000stoacommendable 35
per cent today. In India, we began well, with
nearly S per cent of membersin the first Par-
liamentin 1952 beingwomen. This hasseen
littleimprovement — inthe 2004 Lok Sabha,
9 per cent of MPs were women; this grew to
just 14-15 per cent in 2024.

The first major success in providing
greater representation to women in elected
bodies happened through the 73rd and 74th
amendmentsin1992. Women were provided
33 per centreservation in village panchayats
and municipal bodies. That led to the de-
mand for a similar provision in Parliament
and state legislatures. The Deve Gowda-led
government made ahalf-hearted attemptin
1996 to introduce the Women’s Reservation
Bill. Strong opposition fromitsown
allies forced themtopushittoase-
lect committee and bury it there.

The Vajpayee government

tem would naturally come forward Parliamentbeing women. This made several attempts during 1998-

to offer proper representation.
Sadly, we betrayed their hopesand
aspirations. Successful Western
democracies like the US and UK
have demonstrated the will and
maturity to provide greater repre-

has seen littleimprovement —
inthe 2004 Lok Sabha, 9 per
cent of MPs were women; and
just14-15 per centin 2024

2004 to introduce the bill. But
parties like the Samajwadi Party
and the RJD put up resistance, in-
sisting that a 33 per cent quota be
earmarked for OBCs within the
women’squota. Thiswasa clear ex-

On womens representation,
India’s overdue correction

cuse to block the reform because there is no
quota for OBCs in the legislature. The Man-
mohan Singh government got the bill passed
intheRajyaSabhain2010.But he developed
cold feetand neverintroduced the Billinthe
Lok Sabha, allowing it to lapse in 2014.

It is to PM Modi’s credit that he took the
decisive step to pass this bill in both Houses
near-unanimously in 2023. The Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, which mandates 33 per
centreservation forwomeninthe LokSabha
and statelegislatures, was the106th Amend-
ment to the Constitution. The proposed res-
ervation was to become operational afterthe
delimitation exercise was completed before
the general elections in 2029. Determined
not to let it lose steam, Modi called for a
special three-day session of Parliament from
April 16 to give a final shape to the Bill. Inan
article, he wrote that “when women partici-
pate in administration and decision-mak-
ing, they bring with them experiences and
insights thatenrich public discourse and im-
prove the quality of governance”.

That has been the experience of legisla-
turesthatorganically achieved higher repre-
sentation of women, like the US and the UK,
and thoselike Rwanda, Nepal and Tanzania,
which have substantial quotas for women.
India could have been in the first group. At
leastitshouldn’t hesitate tobe in the second.

The writer, president, India
Foundation, is with the BJP

- With Nitish exit,
Bihar Sushasan
must go beyond

top-down

i
ASHMITA GUPTA, DANIEL BERLINER
AND MARTIN HAUS

NDER THE leadership of Nitish Kumar, Bihar has

undergone a remarkable transformation in good

governance (Sushasan): Roads now allow fast travel

even to remote districts, electricity has reached

far-flungvillages, and government schools have ex-
panded both infrastructure and staffing. In March 2026, the Bihar
Public Policy Days at the London School of Economics high-
lighted that the next generation of reforms, Sushasan 2.0, needs
tomove from expandingaccess to ensuring quality. This requires
deeper reforms of how the bureaucracy functions.

A core insight from our survey, ajoint project by LSE and the
Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI), highlights that
earlier reformswere largelylogistical (building roads, expanding
electricity access) and therefore easier to monitor from above.
However, Sushasan 2.0 involves improving difficult-to-monitor
public services such as elementary schools, health centres, an-
ganwadis, and right-to-work schemes. These require reforms that
cannot simply be ordered from the top and improving the util-
isation of existing resources (like teachers and school buildings).

Improvingutilisation requires understanding the humanside
of service delivery. Across Bihar, frontline workers provide essen-
tial public services. How do they feel about their work? What
hinders them? Our findings show that while frontline staff are
generally motivated and find their work fulfilling, many feel bur-
dened by repetitive tasks or rigid rules. At the managerial level,
block and district officers overwhelmingly see rule enforcement
as their primary responsibility. This aligns with earlier findings
by Akshay Mangla that India’s bureaucracy often emphasises
narrow rule-following, hindering effective service delivery.

In our study, alarge majority of managers expressed the belief
that, unless closely monitored, subordinates will be lazy. This
pointstoadeeper problem in how the system views its own front-
line workers. Instead of being trusted to make decisions, teachers,
nurses, and local officials are often given little autonomy. It reflects
abroader patternidentified by Pratap Bhanu Mehta and Michael
Walton, who argue thatthereis
awidespreadlackoftrustinIn-
dia’sgovernment workforce by
the country’s elite. Frontline
officials are often seen as inef-
ficient or corrupt, which leads
tomore rulesand stricter over-
sight. This creates a cycle:
When workers are not trusted
or empowered, they are less
likely totake initiative, reinfor-
cing the very perceptions that
led to tight control in the first
place. As Bihar prepares for
new leadership, this presents
an opportunity. Two key les-
sons from global evidence
stand out for the next CM. First, surveillance-based strategies
have shown limited success in improving effort where perform-
anceisdifficulttomeasure. Second, effective alternatives do exist.
Approachesthat combine trust, professional autonomy, and sup-
portive supervision have shown better outcomes.

The central challenge for Sushasan 2.0 is therefore: How can
the system be redesigned to encourage greater effort from front-
line workers? Our study offers an important clue as nearly two-
thirds of frontline staff say they would be willing to work harder
iftheir colleagues did the same. Effort is shaped not just by rules,
but by shared norms and expectations. A sense of purpose, pro-
fessional pride, and the satisfaction of serving others are es-
pecially critical in roles where effort is hard to observe, yet they
remain largely overlooked in policy design. To make public ser-
vices truly work for Bihar’s citizens, reforms must be seen as part
ofasustained, long-term process. As Martin J Williams arguesin
Reform as Process, reforms that focus narrowly on formal rules
and are implemented as discrete projects often fall short. More
durable change comes from continuous reform efforts that create
space for internal dialogue, learning, and adaptation within the
bureaucracy. Over time, such processes can reshape norms, build
trust, and enable the state to function more effectively.

Deep reform requires empowering those within the system,
drawing on support from institutions within the public system
such as BIPARD and IIM Bodh Gaya rather than consultancies
with their shallow and generic reform suggestions, and prioritis-
ing intrinsic motivation and non-formal aspects of work. Nitish
Kumar has already shown that sustained governance reforms
can set a state on a different path. If Bihar’s next chief minister
can build on this foundation, there is a real opportunity to leave
behind alegacy that reshapes the state’s development trajectory
for decadesto come.

Gupta is associate professor and member
secretary, ADRI. Berliner is professor of Political
Science and Public Policy, LSE. Haus is PhD candidate, LSE

D RAJA

THE ENDURING relevance of Jyotirao
Phule does not lie in ceremonial remem-
brance but in the clarity with which he
understood Indian society. He saw, long be-
fore others, that inequality hereis structured
through the combined force of class exploi-
tation, caste hierarchy and patriarchy. These
are not separate problems. They are inter-
twined systems that sustain each other.
Phule began by attacking the ideologi-
cal roots of caste. He refused to accept that
hierarchy was divinely ordained. Instead,
he located it in history, conquest, and the
systematic subjugation of the majority by
a minority that monopolised knowledge

Through Phuleseyes, connecting the inequality dots

and power. In Gulamgiri, he wrote with
striking force: “The condition of the Shu-
dras and Ati-Shudras is not very different
from that of slaves in America.” That in-
sight remains disturbingly relevant. Even
today, caste determines access toland, edu-
cation, employment and dignity. Atrocities
against Dalits continue with alarming regu-
larity. Entire communities remain trapped
in degrading occupations. Yet, there is a
growing attempt to blur these realities
under the language of cultural unity. The
insistence on ahomogenised Hindu ident-
ity often sidelines the lived experiences of
caste oppression. Critique of inequality is
recast as an attack on tradition.

Phule did not stop at caste. He extended
his critique to the economic structure of so-
ciety. In Shetkaryacha Asud, he turned his
attention to the peasantry and exposed the
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mechanisms of exploitation that governed
agrarian life. Equally central to Phule’s
thought was hisunderstanding of patriarchy.
Along with Savitribai Phule, he opened the
doorsofeducationtowomen atatimewhen
society was deeply hostile to the idea.
Today, patriarchy remains deeply en-
trenched. Violence against women, dis-
crimination in workplaces, and restrictions
on autonomy continue to shape everyday
life. Atthe same time, there is a visible push
to reassert so-called traditional values,
often presented as cultural pride. The ideo-

We are witnessing a departure
from the very principles that
thinkers like Phule helped
toshape

logical framework associated with the RSS
and BJPtends to valorise a conservative so-
cial order, where hierarchy is normalised
and dissent is discouraged. In such a set-
ting, the struggle for women’s equality can-
not be separated from the struggle against
caste and class oppression. Phule’s work
also had a profound influence on BR Am-
bedkar who himself acknowledged Phule
asone ofhisintellectual predecessors. The
Constitution, with its commitment to
equality, liberty and fraternity, bears the
imprint of this intellectual lineage.

When constitutional values are diluted,
when inequality is normalised, and when
dissentis delegitimised, we see adeparture
from the very principles that thinkers like
Phule helped to shape. The attempt to re-
place social justice with cultural national-
ism, to privilege identity over equality, and

Kolkata

to silence critique poses a direct challenge
to this legacy. Phule’s words continue to
resonate because they address the founda-
tions of inequality. They do not offer easy
comfort. They demand that we look at so-
ciety asitis, notaswe would like toimagine
it. They compel us to recognise that class
exploitation, caste discrimination and
patriarchy are not relics of the past. They
are active forces shaping our present.

To engage with Phule today is a political
necessity. Itis about reclaiming a tradition
of thought that places the oppressed at the
centre, that values equality over hierarchy,
and that insists onjustice as the basis of so-
ciallife. Phuleis a guide for the present, and
perhaps more importantly, for the future.

The writer is general secretary,
Communist Party of India
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N A Sunday morning, the road

leading to The Church of Signs

and Wonders begins to swell

hoursbefore the service starts.

Buses from nearby villages,
and autos and tractor-trolleys packed with
families head toalarge ground in Khambra
village, on the outskirts of Jalandhar, for
‘pastor’ Ankur Narula’s sermons.

Inside, the atmosphere is electric.
Under a structure supported by a grid of
beams and columns, hundreds of people
stand in neat rows, hands clasped in devo-
tion. Soon, alive orchestra fills the hall with
hymns in Punjabi and Hindi, similar in
style to the bhajans in temples and deras.
Men and women in coordinated black-and-
white attire lead the singing, while big LED
screens amplify the spectacle. The crowd
responds by clapping and swaying.

After half an hour of music, the stage is
opened up for personal narratives. A couple
steps forward with two young children.
“We had no hope after years of marriage,”
the woman says. “We came here, we
prayed, and today we are blessed.”

A young man speaks next. “I was ad-
dicted to drugs. Nothing worked. I came
here and now, I am clean.”

A woman from Bihar slowly walks up
the steps to the stage. “I could not walk for
years,” she says. “Now I can.”

Each testimony, told under dramatic
arclights and accentuated by music, ismet
with applause. Some in the audience weep,
others raise their hands in prayer.

After hours of music and testimonies,
the hall erupts as pastor Narula, clad in
white kurta-pyjama, takes the stage. He be-
gins with a hymn in Hindi before starting
his sermon. “Medicine can manage. But
only faith can heal completely,” says Narula,
whose ministry claims a following of
around 3-4 lakh peoplein India and abroad.

Ashespeaks, someinthe audience begin
totremble and others fall to the ground. Vol-
unteers move quickly to assist them.

Unlike traditional institutions such as
the Roman Catholic Church or the Church
of North India, independent ministries
such as the one Narula runs in Khambra
village represent a relatively newer, popu-
lar face of Christianity in Punjab.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah’srecent
statement, that the BJPwould bringalaw to
stop “forcible conversions” in Punjabif voted
to power in 2027, brought renewed scrutiny
totherapid growth of these churches across
the state. According to Albert Dua, presi-
dent of the United Christian Federation,
of the 5,000-odd churches in Punjab, more
than 80% belong to the newer denomina-
tions. While some like Narula’s Church of
Signs and Wonders are established institu-
tions that run out of massive structures
spread acrossacres, there are several smaller
churches that run out of homes.

A different kind of faith

What complicates the political debate
over conversion is the unique, fluid nature
of the faith that’s practised by these minis-
tries. Churchessuch as Narula’sare indepen-
dent entities influenced by the Pentecostal
movement that places more emphasis on a
“directencounter with God”, rather than any
structured, organised conversion.

The ground outside the prayer enclo-
sure resembles a fair with food stalls, book
counters, and families sitting together with
home-packed meals.

“I have not changed my religion,” says
Sunita Verma at one of the food counters.
“Earlier, I used to go to temples. But now I
believeinJesuseven thoughIamaHindu.”

Like her, most of the faithful participate
in church gatherings, but undergo no formal
conversion or change in official identities.

It’s this grey area that any anti-conver-
sion law in Punjab will have to navigate.

Dua of the United Christian Federation
calls the political debate on the anti-con-
version law “a stunt”. “If thousands gather,
believe, and return, yet never formally
convert, what does conversion even
mean? In Punjab today, faith is not always
amatter of record. And that is what makes
it so difficult to regulate. There should be
a proper census,” he says.

“Thereisnodocument, nolegal declar-
ation,” says Chandigarh-based advocate
Manjeet Singh. “If a person attends prayers
but does not officially con-
vert, how do you prove con-
version? You cannot legis-
late what is happening
inside someone’s mind.”

While Christians officially
account for 1.5% of Punjab’s
population of 27.7 million
(2011 Census), community
leaders estimate that up to
15% of the population could
be “informal believers”.

Nearly a century after
Rev. John C. Lowrie arrived
in Ludhiana, marking the
beginning of Christianity
and organised missionary
activity in Punjab, including
preaching, education, and
social work, Christianity re-
mains a small but signifi-
cant part of Punjab’s relig-
iouslandscape.

But unlike the tradi-
tional church, with its strict
rules for baptism and mem-
berships, many of the new
Pentecostal Christian
missions are more fluid,
with their followers retain-
ing parts of their previous
religious identities while
participating in prayer
meetings and congregational life.

At these churches, sermons are de-
livered in Punjabi and Hindi, hymns re-
semble bhajans and community meals in
linewith the langartradition are organised
on special days. Shobha yatras (religious
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THE NEW CHURCHES OF PUNJAB

MINISTRY OF FAI

ANJU AGNIHOTRI CHABA

Sermons by self-appointed pastors, hymns on the lines of bhajans, and the dispensing of ‘miracles’ — some of the newer
churches in Punjab are testing the limits of traditional religion. Amid Amit Shah’s recent remarks on an anti-conversion law,
ANJU AGNIHOTRI CHABA & KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR visit some of these churches where faith is more than an identity

COURTESY: OPEN DOOR CHURCH

COURTESY: THE CHURCH OF SIGNS AND WONDERS

(Clockwise from top) Ankur Narula’s church complex at Khambra village in Jalandhar; Narula claims a following of around 3-4 lakh people in India and
abroad; a sermon by Harpreet Deol of the Open Door Church ministry at Khojewala, Kapurthala.

ANJU AGNIHOTRI CHABA

As pastor Ankur Narula speaks,
someinthe audience begin to
tremble and othersfalltothe

ground. Volunteers move quickly

to assist them

processions), with the Bible placed on a ve-
hicle, are carried out like Sikh processions
for the Guru Granth Sahib. Pastors now fre-
quently wear turbans and keep beards.
One of the most commonly used quotes at
these gatheringsis, “Jesus doesn’t change
your religion; he changes your heart.”

The pewsin these churches have been
replaced with floor mats
(dari), and visitors to some
of the smaller churchesare
required to remove their
shoes, like in gurdwaras
and temples.

Borrowing from experi-
ences at Hindu and Sikh
deras, some of these gather-
ings offer a grand experi-
ence with high-quality
sound systems, professional
lighting, and grand halls.

What draws them

Sadiq village in Farid-
kot district has one Parti-
tion-era gurdwara and
four churches, three of
these Roman Catholic
churches. The fourth, ‘Ish-
war Satya Bhawan’, is run
by Barkat Singh, an inde-
pendent pastor.

A Majhabi, or Dalit
Sikh, Barkat set up the
church in 2010, when he
converted “for personal
reasons”. The church runs
out of a hall that’s part of
his house, where he lives
with his wife and the
families of his two sons.

“Around 50 followers come to my
church. There hasbeen anincreasein the
Christian population in Punjab, but the
numbers are not as great as is being pro-
jected. There are 10-12 Christian houses in
this village. Others are Sikhs. We all have

tolive in peace,” says Barkat.

Sadiq village isin Punjab’s Dalit heart-
land of Doaba, where Hindu and Sikh
Scheduled Castes make up 40% of the
population. The region is also home to
Dera Balan that’s at the heart of Dalit
politics and caste pride. Yet, three of the
biggest Christian deras that have their
base here are all run by upper-caste pas-
tors (Harpreet Deol, Bajinder Singh, and
Ankur Narula).

Nearly 2 km from Sadiq village, pastor
Sunil Sethi runs a church at his village,
Mani Singh Wala. “I am a Sethi (upper
caste). My caste has not changed. But now
I am blessed and have quit my bad habits.
I converted to Christianity in 2009,” he says.

Asked ifintercaste marriages are com-
mon after conversion to Christianity, Sethi
says, “Everyone tries to arrange the mar-
riage of their children into their own caste.”

Barkat is proud of his caste. “Caste
can’t be changed. Iwasborn into a family
of Majhabi Sikhs. My two sons are married
into Sikh families. My daughter is married
toa Christian family. My daughters-in-law
go to the gurdwara,” he says.

With caste an entrenched reality, most
followers of these churches say it wasn’t
discrimination, but the “miracles” they wit-
nessed that drew them to their new faith.

Gurcharan Singh, a Majhabi Sikh la-
bourer in Sadiq, says he converted to
Christianity in 2021 after attending a con-
gregation in the village about a year ago.
“We saw how those who couldn’t walk
started dancing. It was a miracle.”

Gurcharan doesn’t go to any of the four
churches in Sadiq. Instead, he travels
nearly 80 kilometers to a church in Bath-
inda. “Tam a follower of pastor Jaspreet. I
started believing in him after witnessing
miracles with my own eyes. They can cure
every kind of physical pain. My niece al-
most died in an accident. We took her to
many places and finally, to Pastor Jasp-
reet’schurch. Sheis fine now. What can be
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a bigger miracle than this? Our entire
family was possessed by evil spirits. Now
we are free,” he says.

In the second half of the 19th century,
Punjab witnessed the Singh Sabha move-
ment, a socio-religious reform movement
to promote rational thinking among Sikhs
that led to the formation of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC).

“After 1984, this movement within the
Sikhs found a new objective: to shun every
practicethathasany rootsinaBrahminical
approach. It led to Sikh activists opposing
siyane(faith healers) and peersand warning
Sikhs against visitingthem. Then camethe
pastors. Now the same people who would
g0 to peers go to these gatherings in the
hope of witnessing miracles,” says Sarabyjit
Singh Dhotian, head preacher of the SGPC.

The pastors, he says, are a powerful an-
chor for those in distress. “At the gurd-
wara, the priest is more like a caretaketr.
Some people feel the need for a middle-
man between them and God, to whom
they cantell their problems. Pastors place
their hands on the heads of the devotees
and play the middleman,” he says.

A senior RSS leader in Punjab, who
spoke on the condition that he won’t be
named, calls for societal support. “Instead
of focusing only on conversions, society
should strengthenitself from within. There
issometimes alack of meaningful social or
spiritual engagement among Hindus and
Sikhs. This gap can lead individuals to
search for supportin other spaces,” he says.

Jatinder Masih Gaurav, Chairman ofthe
Punjab State Minority Commission, dis-
misses allegations of “forced conversion”.
“People attend ministry church gatherings
inlarge numbers, not necessarily tochange
their religion, but tofind peace and spiritual
comfort. Amit Shah, who holds a constitu-
tional position, should exercise caution
while making such statements. In Punjab,
there has not been a single reported case of
forced conversion,” he says.

Kolkata
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‘APOSTLE’ ANKUR
YOSEPH NARULA:
Senior Pastor of the
Church of Signs and
Wonders, he founded
what’s considered
one of the largest and
fastest-growing
church ministries in
Punjab. After a battle
with drug addiction,
he says he turned to
faith. In2007-08, he
started his own
churchin Khambra
village (Jalandhar)
with just three
followers. He now
claims a following of
around 3-4 lakh
people. His ministry
has expanded
beyond Punjab, with
branches in Australia,
the UK, Canada, US,
and parts of Europe.

BAJINDER SINGH:
Began his church
activities in Mohali
after his release from
jailinamurder casein
2012. He later
established a major
centre at Tajpur

village near Jalandhar,

where large-scale
congregations are
held, drawing
thousands of
attendees. In 2018, he
was arrested inarape
case and came out on
bail. In 2025, he was
convicted and has
beeninjail since. His
family manages these
gatherings. His
organisation
reportedly operates
around 250 branches

HARPREET DEOL:
Runs the Open Door
Church ministry in
Khojewala village,
Kapurthala. His
ministry attracts
thousands of
followers, organises
regular bi-weekly
congregations, and
operates multiple
branches

A growing sense of unease

The rise of these churches has been ac-
companied by a growing list of contro-
versies, ranging from allegations of sexual
harassment and financial irregularities.

Among the controversial figures is Ba-
jinder Singh of the Church of Glory and Wis-
dom, who is currently lodged in Mansa jail
after arape conviction. Police say Singh, who
converted while in jail in a murder case in
2011-12, later built a large following through
“miracle” claims. His church was raided by
the Income Tax Department in 2023.

Ankur Narula, founder of one of Pun-
jab’slargest ministries, has also faced scru-
tiny, with his premises, too, subjected to In-
come Tax raids.

Narula, however, maintains that all ac-
tivities of the church are conducted openly
and events are broadcast live on their social
media channels. “If we were doing any-
thing wrong, why would we make every-
thing public?” he asks, maintaining that he
gets no foreign funding and that all “con-
tributions come voluntarily from people
within India”.

Traditional Christian denominations
such as the Roman Catholic Church and
the Church of North India are wary as they
watch the rise of Pentecostal-style “minis-
try churches” across Punjab.

“The Catholic Church has no relation
with such ministries,” says Tarsem Peter
of the Diocesan Pastoral Council in Jaland-
har, underlining structural and theological
differences. He points out that becoming
a priest in the Catholic tradition involves
years of training, unlike the relatively un-
regulated rise of “self-styled pastors™.

Distinguishing the structured Catholic
Church from the emerging “pastor cul-
ture”, Thomas Masih, state president of the
BJP Punjab Minority Morcha and a Cath-
olic Commission associate, says that the
traditional system has no room for “forced
conversions” and therefore no reason to
fear an anti-conversion law.

Dua ofthe United Christian Federation
says, “Earlier Pentecostal groups focused
strictly on the Holy Bible and a simple life.
There was no emphasis on miracles. But
the newer ministries are adopting practices
like processions for Good Friday and
Christmas, while promoting miracle heal-
ing and signs and wonders. They are more
like deras,” he says.

Fr.Jose Sebastian Bishop of the Jaland-
har Diocese, which has 150 churches and
75 schools across Punjab, parts of Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh and J&K,
says that while it’s a “deep thirst for fulfil-
ment” that draws people to such spaces,
“larger followings are not proof of genuine-
ness. People will find that out soon”.

But none of this scepticism finds space
at Narula’s gathering in Khambra village.
Sitting on chairs in the back row of the en-
closure, Mahesh and his wife Reena Baghel
say they travelled from Chhattisgarh to
pray at Narula’s church, hoping to be par-
ents after 18 years of marriage. “Maybe it is
belief, maybe miracle... but people feel
something. That is why all these people
have come.”
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Shubhra Gupta

HIS MARATHI language fea-

ture involves a pair of former

lovers accidentally bumping

into each other in Tokyo years

after their painful parting. The
meeting between Toh (He, Lalit Prabhakar)
and Ti (She, Mrinmayee Godbole) causes
facades to be peeled off, re-opening old
wounds: can these two forgive each other,
and is forgetting on the cards?

Directed by Mohit Takalkar and written
by Irawati Karnik, Toh Ti Ani Fuji is the
kind of grown-up relationship drama
which feels fresh, contemporary and ur-
gent: as Toh and Tiare drawn to each other,
tryingto see how they fitin. We see just how
complex the thing between two people can
be, where ‘extreme hatred and extreme
love’, as one of the two puts it, can appear
to be the two sides of the same coin.

An Aﬂology Tour with

Watching this film, which clocksin ata
leisurely two hours — with some of those
moments feeling stretched but never
superfluous evenifthe flashbacks become
a tad too much — you are back in that
middle-of-the-road zone which Hindi cin-
ema used to inhabit in the *70s and ’80s,
when flawed adult characters were allowed
to exist, and play off each other.

Watching Toh and Ti circle around each
other afresh, in a city far away from the
place where they first fell in love, rubbing
up against spots still raw from back then,
reminded me, a little, of the Richard Link-
later movies, in which the lovers walk and
talk, pause and fumble, and then start
again, in alife-like manner. When have we
not felt like shooting our partners, and
jumping their bones, all at the same time?

There are other characters here, pri-
marily a cute — not cutesy, thanks be —
little boy (Deven) whoisrevealed tobe Ti’s

Mixed Results

Alaka Sahani

EVERY ONCE in a while Hollywood
undertakes the exercise of looking in-
wards and coming up with a cinematic ex-
ploration about the fallout of stardom.
Months after Noah Baumbach’s Jay Kelly
told the story of its titular protagonist, an
aging star played by George Clooney, who
is struggling to reconnect with his
daughters and reflecting on his past ac-
tions, Jonah Hill-directed Outcome makes
Reef Hawk (Keanu Reeves) make a series
of apologies to the people he might have
hurt in his long career as a child prodigy-
turned-America's heartthrob.

With a runtime of 85 minutes, the
movie tries to comment on several aspects
of stardom even as it remains
focussed on the crisis that
Hawk faces after he has finally
achieved sobriety and man-
aged to put his drug addiction
behind him. A blackmail
threatlooms over his carefully
rebuilt image. What follows is
aseries ofimage-management
exercises that capture the ma-
chinery behind the present-
day celebrity culture.

Outcome, which is written
by Hill and Ezra Woods, isasa-
tirical take on contemporary
celebrity culture; the price of
constantly livingunder the arc
light; the trial by social media;
and looking for reaffirmation
of being loved in media con-
tents. Hill aims for the satire that is biting.
At times it veers into the zone of absurdity.
Still, it remains one of the film’s strongest
aspects even though the narrationisnotal-
ways engaging.

After receiving the threat that unless
Hawk coughs up $35 million, a video that
might damage his image will be leaked,
his crisis lawyer Ira Slitz (Hill) advises the
actor to track down his potential haters
and apologise. Slitz lines up abunch of ex-
perts, who lecture Hawk on what are the

* k5

Jonah Hill

Barrymore

AppleTV

OUTCOME

DIRECTOR:

CAST: Keanu Reeves,
Jonah Hill, Cameron
Diaz, Matt Bomer, Susan
Lucci, Laverne Cox,
David Spade, Martin
Scorsese, Atsuko
Okatsuka, Roy Wood Jr.,
Welker White, Kaia
Gerber, lvy Wolk, Drew

STREAMING ON:

things he has done wrong in his career
and why he is facing the possibility of
being cancelled.

At one point, Slitz even tells Hawk that
the best way of warding off the crisis is to
“become a victim”. Outcome talks about
the social media-driven culture that capi-
talises on ‘victimhood’ and promotes ‘at-
tention culture’.

Reeves, who might have had many ref-
erences for this character, portrays his
character’s insecurities and need for vali-
dation convincingly. Among the film’s sev-
eral meta moments is the appearance of
Drew Barrymore as herself. Her journey
captures one of Hollywood’s most
astounding successes as a child star, the
tragedy of not getting proper parental gui-
dance and going through a dif-
ficult phase of addiction.

When Hawk makes an ap-
pearance on Barrymore’s talk
show, she tells him “how
much our lives have paralleled
and how much we have been
through”. In spite of that
Barrymore takes a dig at the
tendency of glorifying victim-
hood. Don’t skip the credits.

Outcome holds a mirror to
the current trend of stars in-
dulging in self-pity to stay rel-
evant. That’s something one
comes across in long-formin-
terviews and podcasts these
days. The storyline is pep-
pered with several thought-
provoking moments. Some of
them are sly and smart such as the mess-
age on the back of Slitz’s vehicle saying:
“Honk if you can separate the art from
the artist”.

Yet, for all its insight, Outcome doesn’t
always engage. At times, it feels weighed
down by its own commentary. It could have
tapped into the comedic talent of Reeves
and Cameron Diaz for levity. Martin Scor-
sese, who appears as Hawk’s former man-
ager now working in abowling alley, makes
up for that with a memorable cameo.

TOHTIANIFUJI
(MAIN, WOH
AURFUJI)

1. 8.8

DIRECTOR: Mohit
Takalkar

CAST: Lalit
Prabhakar,
Mrinmayee Godbole,
Kabeer Deven
STREAMING ON:
Sony Liv

son, but the identity of the father takes a
while to unpack, even though we know, of
course we do. An old friend of Ti’s, a sim-
paticoman, also in Tokyo, also deeply con-
nected to the twosome, leaves us wondetr-
ing, albeit briefly, if we are in for
athreesome.

Parental figures, not very sympathetic,
show up, helping us know our characters
and what makes them tick: Ti’s invalid
mother who binds her daughter to herself
till the threads unravel, Toh’s keeping-the-
balance mother and snooty father whose
wealth is not the barrier that the latter
thinksitis.

But the film works best as a two-
hander, coasting on a surprisingly frank
sexual register which feels like actual
passion, unlike the anodyne stuff we get
in most mainstream Hindi cinema. Prab-
hakar is a volatile charmer who can slide
from ardour to murder in a heart-beat: the

Chase that
Runs Out of
Steam

Shubhra Gupta

THIS TELUGU-HINDI thriller, meant to be
a fast-paced romance between two good-
looking people from opposite sides of the
tracks, proves a few things: plots trying to
be new shouldn’t feel familiar, it’s never a
good idea to waste Prakash Raj, and that
Anurag Kashyap needsto act alot more, as
he literally saves this film from sinking,.

It’s good to have Adivi Sesh back in ac-
tion, building on his kinetic Kshanam-Goo-
dachari persona. But his conflicted convict
Hari, out for revenge against the love of his
life (Mrunal Thakur), whom he holds re-
sponsible for his ruin, is overwrought. More
underwhelmingis Thakur as Saraswati, the
upper-class, upper-caste woman whose
idea of showing her lover a good time is to
teach him how to drive on a straight road.

You wish someone had pressed the
clutch-and-brake harder at the convoluted
proceedings, which involve Atul Kulkarni,
asaformer inmate, helping Hari break free.
There’s a hospital overrun by shady char-
acters, Covid sufferers floating about in
masks, and the patient for a long-awaited
heart transplant undergoing a huge set-
back, while corrupt hospital owner (Raj)
and his cohorts gleefully count their ill-
gotten cash.

Anyone could have warned Hari that
things would not go well, as Saraswati’s
family consists of your standard horrible
types, including a stone-faced mother
(ZarinaWahabin a blink-and-miss part) re-
fusing to melt at her daughter’s pleas: the
crime is rape-and-murder, the victim is a

* MUSIC THIS WEEK

DACOIT
*

DIRECTOR:
Shaneil Deo

CAST: Adivi Sesh,
Mrunal Thakur, Atul
Kulkarni, Prakash Raj,
Anurag Kashyap,
Zarina Wahab
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onions need to be sliced, not chopped,
otherwise all hell can breakloose. He’s got
serious daddy issues, and can go to any
lengths to get his point of view across: the
prospect of being a daddy himself opens
up a possible new path for him — will he
be able to walk down it?

Godbole is a delight, showing both
strength and vulnerability, doing what she
needs to survive, and yet not losing her es-
sence — her reading a Sylvia Plath novel
feels appropriate, as does her warm Indian
clothes being switched for Japanese pas-
tels. She makes ‘He’ come alive, and vice
versa, and the two create that fire that only
two people — totally into each other, the
world be damned — can.

Thisis awell-written, well-directed love
story — the titular Mount Fuji a fleeting
physical but constant metaphysical pres-
ence — whose crests and troughs feel real
and relatable.

lower caste woman who dares to stand up
for her own rights, the perpetrators are a
bunch of upper caste men, and in goes in-
nocent Hari into the clink.

A strand involving Saraswati’s present
family unit — a spouse who nurses venom-
ous secrets and a young daughter who has
the habit of asking inconvenient questions
— created while Hari is thinking his dark
thoughts, adds very little to the film, which
descends into teary melodrama whenever
Thakur is up against obstacles, which
happens more often than not.

Plenty of Bonnie-and-Clyde type scoot-
and-shoots, with Hari pushing and Saras-
wati pulling, ensue: every type of vehicle —
motorcycles, police vans, ambulances, cars
— is pressed into service as the two go ca-
reering off with the police in hot pursuit.
That’s when a world-weary cop (Anurag
Kashyap) who has turned religious, steps
up, giving the film a more effective climac-
tic point than the leads would have man-
aged on their own.

*STREAMING WATCHLIST

O’ Romeo
PRIMEVIDEO

SET IN post-indepen-
dence Mumbai, the
underworld rises
amidst a changing city.
O’Romeois a gritty tale
that explores the crimi-
nal landscape of a
bygone era, weaving
through the streets and shadows of the metropolis.
When true love claims a stone-hearted gangster and
bloodthirsty womaniser, leaving him helpless and
unguarded, a gang war erupts that shakes the entire
underworld toits very roots. Written and directed by
Vishal Bhardwaj, the film stars Shahid Kapoor, Triptii
Dimri, Nana Patekar, Avinash Tiwary, Tamannaah
Bhatia and Farida Jalal.

Anaconda
NETFLIX

IN JACK Black’s 2025 metareboot of Anaconda,
directed by Tom Gormican, the buddy comedy
follows four friends who head into the jungle to
remake their favorite creature feature, only torealize
they’re being hunted by areal Amazonian serpent —
with a monster appetite. Joining Blackin the action-
adventure film are Paul Rudd, Steve Zahn, and Than-
diwe Newton.

Anemone
JIOHOTSTAR

THE FILM explores the
complex and profound
ties that exist between
brothers, fathers, and
sons. The intimate
dramadirected by and
co-written by Ronan
Day-Lewis marks the
return of Daniel Day-Lewis to acting. The film follows
aman (Sean Bean) travelling into the woods to recon-
nect with his hermit brother (Daniel Day-Lewis).

Big Mistakes

NETFLIX

DAN LEVY is bring-
ingthe family drama
(and crime) with the
new comedy series
Big Mistakes. In this
dysfunctional, hil-
ariously chaoticride,
the series follows
two deeply incapable siblings who are blackmailed
into the world of organised crime. Blackmailed into
working for some very dangerous people, two deeply
incapable siblings become the most disorganised
duoinorganised crime. Alongside Levy, the eight epi-
sodes will star Taylor Ortega and Laurie Metcalf.

The Testaments
JIOHOTSTAR

CHASE INFINITI and
Lucy Halliday feature in
this series that deals with
an evolution of The
Handmaid’s Taleand a
dramatic coming-of-age
story setin Gilead. Ann
Dowd reprises her role as
Aunt Lydia, alongside
new series regulars.
Three episodes are avail-
able for streamingand a
new episodeisadded
every Wednesday.

ALAKA SAHANI

A Stage of
Her Own

THE ALLHEARTS TOUR - LIVE
KAk ok

ARTIST: Shreya Ghoshal
LABEL: Sony Music

Suanshu Khurana

NEAR-PERFECT IS notapromise thatalive
album ever getstomake. Even atitsbest, the
precisionin most live albums, barring some
exceptional classical ones, surfacesin flashes
ofthose rigorously practised sections. And if
one is lucky, there may be some unantici-
pated moments that may just align well
when one least expects them.

Even though playback singer Shreya
Ghoshal’s voice, for years now, has carried a
certain studio-like clarity in her live presen-
tations (her stripped down, acoustic versions
of Sun raha hai (Aashiqui 2, 2013) and Lata

about three decades to do so makes this all

when the Mangeshkar sisters dominated

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Mangeshkar’s Rasm-e-ulfat in MTV Un-
plugged remain great lessons in how techni-
cal command can seamlessly merge with the
emotional core of a song), a stage concertin
auditoriums and stadiums with numerous
factors at play can place even the most sea-
soned performers at the mercy of uncontrol-
lable variables. That she has chosen to re-
lease recordings from her recent “The All
Hearts Tour’ and put them out as a nine-
track album is lion-hearted. That she is also
perhaps the first woman playback singer in

the more compelling. Mainly because live
music brutally exposes what the insulated
studios smooth over with careful production
and corrections for many sub-par yet often
popular artistes.

What to meis also of interest is that Gho-
shal takes some of her more tuneful melodies
— Saibo (Shor in the City, 2011), O saathi re
(Omkara,2006), O Rangrez (Bhaag Milkha
Bhaag, 2013) and Samjhavaan (Humpty
Sharma ki Dulhaniya, 2014), among others
and does her blazing versions of them. She
lingers on a note when she wants, adds
alaapsthat aren’t originally there, improvises
and takes these songs to newer dimensions.
They often deviate from how they appearin
theirrespective films and that’sremarkable.

Alot of these songs are originally duets,
built on the interplay between two distinct
voices. But Ghoshal sings both parts and
owns the pieces, creating the dialogue with
a single voice. That she recently spoke of
gender inequality in the film industryin an
interview isresonant here. As mentioned by
other women singers too, they have been
overshadowed in collaborative formats in
the last few decades, unlike the older days

Kolkata

the space.

Inthe album, the distinction between live
and studio fades from the word go. While the
slower melodies soar easily, the item
numberslike Nagada (Goliyon Ki Raasleela
Ram Leela, 2013) and Chikni Chameli (Ag-
neepath, 2012), even though ably delivered,
do not feel as settled. One can sense the
breath working harder, all of it goingintothe
functional domain. An exception is Radha
(Studentof the Year), where achorus for some
part of the song allows Ghoshal to play off the
collective energy and retain massive clarity
in the briskly moving notes. The upshot is
that Ghoshal doesn’t treat the stage as a lit-
mustesttobe passed. One can hear her genu-
inely enjoy the music she hasworked on, an
extension of her craft. She plays the piano
live along with some of the songsin her con-
certs, asifsheisrehearsingin herlivingroom
and the audience hasbeen invited to her pri-
vate space. From an Indian film music singer
of today, that is heartening. Even if she still
has to jostle for space with male singers on
the cutting table, at this point, Ghoshalisin-
habiting the stage on her own terms. And she
isknocking it out of the park.
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How the war will
hit India’s growth,
and your wallet

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES

_ % Ry, BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

INDIA'SREAL economic growth rate is expected to dip below
the crucial 7% mark in the current financial year thanks tothe
war in Iran, according to anew assessment by the World Bank.

On February 27, the Indian government had updated the
way it estimated its economic growth. The most significant
change was the use of anew base year (2022-23). It was along-
pending update — the previous base year was 2011-12 —as a
growing number of observers had raised questions about the
quality of India’s GDP data, especially many who claimed In-
dia’s GDP was being overstated.

While the new gross domestic product or GDP was lower
in the new data series, a silver lining was the fact that in each
of the years in the new GDP data series, the growth rate of In-
dia’s real GDP (that is, economic growth after taking away the
effect of inflation) was above 7%.

The new series pegged India’s real GDP growth rate at 7.2%
for FY24,7.1% in FY25 and 7.6% in FY26. Commenting on the
data, India’s Chief Economic Advisor V Anantha Nageswaran
had underscored the importance of the 7% growth rate. “This
isvery important because these are the numbers when we talk
about achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047. The numbers being
talked about are between 7% and 8% in real growth rates.”

The very next day, however, the US and Israel attacked Iran
— a war that continued for 39 days before reaching a fragile
ceasefire agreement. Over the next few days, top negotiators
from the US and Iran will meet in Islamabad and attempt to
bring hostilities to an end. But even as things stand, India’s
GDP growth rate has been dented enough to dip below the 7%
mark according to the World Bank’s latest India Development
Update (see table).

“In the absence of the conflict, GDP growth was projected
at7.2 percent... Growth is now projected at 6.6 percentin FY27,
reflecting headwinds from the Middle East conflict — assum-
ing an extended disruption in global energy (oil and gas)
supply till end-2026,” states the World Bank. It has also pro-
vided a detailed breakdown about how different components
of India’s growth will be affected. Typically, the GDP of a
country is generated by four main engines:

® Expenditures by private individuals for their consump-
tion (‘C’) — thisincludes everything from food to train tickets

® Expenditures by companies towards their businesses
(these are called investments or ‘T’ in the table)

® Expenditures that the government makes for its daily
functioning (for instance, salaries and fuel bills).

® The net effect of exports (‘X’) and imports (‘M’); exports
bring money in and add to GDP. Imports do the opposite.

Theequationis GDP=C+1+ G+ NX (net exports)

The biggest deceleration in the overall GDP is likely to
happen via the deceleration in the growth of private consump-
tion, which is also the biggest engine of growth in any year, ac-
counting for almost 55% to 60% of India’s total GDP. In the
past couple of years, the government has tried to boost private
consumption by providing relief both in directincome tax as
well as indirect (GST) tax. But the higher prices in the wake of
this war is expected to hit “disposable” incomes.

The growth in “investments” by companies — the second
biggest engine, contributing almost 30% of total GDP in a year
— islikely toslow down due to market uncertainty. The govern-
ment’sown expenditure, too, is likely to be constrained because
it is already over-stretched on its total borrowings and with oil
prices staying elevated, the subsidy bill is likely to rise further.

Last, while exports are expected to continue to grow at the
samerate, imports are likely toincrease at a faster clip and the
net effect is expected to drag down India’s GDP further.

e DENTTOGROWTHPROJECTION

Growthrates (year-on-year) | 2025-26 @ 2026-27 |
Real GDP . 16%  66%
Private Consumption (C) 17% 7%
Gross Fixed Capital Formation (1) | 7% | 67%
‘Government Expenditure (G) | 66% 6.3%
‘Exports (X) 6.5% 6.5%
Imports (M) 6.4% 6.7%

SOURCE: CEIC, MOSPI, WORLD BANK STAFF CALCULATIONS.

e U.S.-IRAN TALKS

‘Ditticult to replace the
Gulfasasupp

EXPERT EXPLAINS

AJAY SINGH
ENERGY AND SHIPPING INDUSTRY EXECUTIVE

THE TWO-WEEK ceasefire between the US
and Iran appears increasingly fragile asdel-
egations from both countries meet in Isla-
mabad today. Israel attacked Lebanon
claiming it was not part of the ceasefire
deal, Iran again closed the Strait of Hormuz
over the alleged violation, and US President
Donald Trump accused Tehran of breach-
ing the deal with the fresh blockade.

The two-week period for talks between
the US and Iran, therefore, becomes crucial
to not just strike a lasting peace but also to
ensure the flow of energy through the mari-
time chokepoint that accounts for a fifth of
the world’s oil demand during peacetime.

Ajay Singh, an energy and shipping
executive based in Tokyo, tells Anil Sasi
that even if the ceasefire holds, restarting
and stabilising production and exports
from the Persian Gulf could possibly take
weeks. Singh, who is a former Shell and
Japan Petroleum Corporation executive
with considerable experience of West Asia,
also explains why the US and Venezuela
cannot replace the Gulf as a supply source
even in the long run. Edited Excerpts:

With a ceasefire deal having been
announced, what are the prospects
for oil and gas exports to resume?

A ceasefire hasbeen announced butitis
stillunclear whether all three warring coun-
tries are fully on board, and whether it will
fully take effect and hold. That is essential
for substantial oil and gas exports through
the Strait of Hormuz to resume. Disagree-
ments have been reported among the
parties concerned about the terms of the
ceasefire. Meanwhile attacks have con-
tinued in Kuwait, the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Iran and Lebanon including on oil and gas
facilities. Itistoo early to say that oil and gas
exports can substantially re-commence.

Ifthe ceasefire actually takes effect and
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holds, then exports could resume relatively
quickly but they will initially be quite li-
mited. Tankers are at hand in the Persian
Gulf region, as are stocks of oil and gas at
export terminals, but everything has been
idle for weeks and it will take time for vol-
umes to build up. Various problems will
need tobe sorted out, from fixing accumu-
lated technical issues at export terminals
and aboard ships, to seeing to essential
supplies and relief for seafarers stuck on
board, to coordination between exporters
and buyers of oil and gas, shipping com-
panies, insurers and the authorities exer-
cising control over the Strait of Hormuz.
There are around 500 tankers and gas
carrier ships stuck on either side of the
Strait of Hormuz, which could make for a
sort of maritime traffic jam. Moreovet, pro-
duction across various oil and gas fields, re-
fineries and LNG plants had been reduced
and even shut down in many cases. Re-
starting and stabilising production and ex-
portswill take several days, possibly weeks.

How significantis the two-week
timeframe for energy markets?

The period is insufficient to make a
major and reliable difference to global oil
and gas supply. The main considerations
behind that timeframe would be military
and negotiation-related. During this, the

¥

Police officersin
Islamabad ahead
of negotiations
between Iran and
the US on Friday. ap

Maritime
trafficjam

Around 500
tankers and gas
carrier ships are

stuck on either
side of the Strait
of Hormuz

EvenifIran
reopens the
Strait, their
movement will
be slowed down
as they squeeze
through the
narrow passage

parties will remain positioned to resume
combat. Meanwhile, whether merchant
ships canbe sent backinto the Gulfwill de-
pend on what confidence can be gained
from the progress of negotiations.

Until the parties agree to asettlement or
atleast stand down from combat readiness,
supply out of the Gulf will remain limited.
For consumer countries, the main relieflies
in the partial cooling down of prices. Sourc-
ing of supply will remain a challenge. It is
important to continue preparations for a
scenario of prolonged conflict, at a higher
or lower level of intensity than thus far.

Whatrole, in your view, did the oil
price play in the push for a ceasefire?
It played akeyrole. Gasoline pricesat the
pump in Americahadrisen by 35%since the
start of the war and the stock markets had
taken a beating, causing political concern
on the US side. Second, although the mili-
tary action against Iran has caused immense
damage, there are doubtsoveritsefficacyin
ending the alleged nuclear weapons pro-
gramme and missile capability. Meanwhile,
further stoppage of oil and gas exports via
the Strait, beyond the six weeks that have
already elapsed, raises the prospect of
much higher and prolonged rise in prices
and a global recession. So, reopening the
Strait rightly became the central issue.

The production cost of oil and gas
in the Gulfis the lowest in the world.
For consuming countries, sourcing
supplies will remain a challenge

A view has been expressed that
countries hit by the blockade could
buy US and Venezuelan oil instead

The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz —
even after some diversion of exports
through pipelines — has choked off per-
haps 15 million barrels of oil supply per day.
That is more than total current US produc-
tion, which in any case is mostly consumed
internally. Venezuela has huge reserves but
they are of very poor quality and expensive
to produce. The country also has a poor rec-
ord as areliable producer.

Around 90 million tonnes in annual Qa-
tari and Emirati LNG exports have alsobeen
shutin. Most current USLNG productionis
already committed for export on a long-
term basis. And new exports that will come
on stream in the US and elsewhere in
coming months will make up for less than
half of the choked-off volume.

Eveninthelongterm,itisunlikely that
the US and Venezuela can substantially dis-
place the Gulf as a source. The cost of pro-
duction of oil and gas in that region is also
the lowest in the world. Diversification of
supply sources dictates continuing to buy
substantial volumes from there.

What do you think about the
proposed toll to transit the Strait?

As an economic cost it would not be un-
viable, if reports of the proposed toll effec-
tively working out to $1/barrel of crude oil are
correct. But it is a major political question.
Unlike waterways such as the Suez Canal
and the Panama Canal, which are human-
made assets built within the territories of
Egypt and Panama respectively, straits are
natural waterways and there is generally no
toll charged for transit through them.

Thereis an exceptionin case of the Bos-
porus and the Dardanelles — straits which
lie within the territory of Turkey — where
aspecial international treaty, the Montreux
Convention, allows Turkey tolevy a toll.

Isuppose such anarrangement could be
worked out in the case of the Strait of Hor-
muz. But this should be through a broad
agreement among countries that would be
affected, such as major petroleum supplier
and buyer nations, and in exchange for en-
forceable guarantees that transit would not
be interfered with in future. Even so, such a
change could set a problematic precedent
where all manner of settled matters are
opened up by countries.

‘Full spectrum of peace agreement, strategic resolution unlikely’

i
e

EXPERT EXPLAINS

MAJ GEN G G DWIVEDI (RETD)

PROFESSOR, STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI
INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT, DELHI

LESS THAN 24 hours after the US-Iran
ceasefire was greeted with relief, the agree-
ment is tottering, with Israel bombing Le-
banon and seemingly no consensus be-
tween Tehran and Washington. Both sides,
however, are still headed to Islamabad to
continue negotiations. In modern conflicts,
a ceasefire is more like a pause button and
rarely the end point. The current truce is
more due to the constraints of both sides
rather than any convergence of political ob-
jectives. Just like the war demonstrated both
sides’ differing capabilities and methods, the
negotiations are likely to be far from linear.

The divergence
While the US and Israel, with a much

more conventionally powerful military,
sought to overwhelm Iran with a rapid,
high-intensity bombing campaign and kill-
ingofitstopleaders, Iran’s strategy of asym-
metric warfare entailed redundancy, decen-
tralised control and dispersal to engage in
a protracted war. By establishing control
over the Strait of Hormuz, it gained a major
negotiating advantage. Its proxies — Hez-
bollah in South Lebanon, Houthisin Yemen
and fringe ‘facade’ Shia elementsin Iraq —
established a perilous escalatory vector,
opening multiple fronts and providingIran
strategic depth. Given the asymmetry, the
ceasefire is going to be inherently fragile.

What now in ceasefire talks

For Washington, the pause is more tacti-
cal in nature, while Tehran seeks to make it
intoastructural settlement. As of now, Israel
is not even a party to the ceasefire. The im-
mediate focus will be on holding the cease-
fire, maintainingits sanctity and expanding
the scope to the proxies as well. Limited
‘Confidence Building Measures’ could also
be instituted through the intermediaries.

The negotiations following the ceasefire
are likely to proceed in a graduated, step-
by-step mannetr, involving tough bargain-
ing marked by deep distrust.

The USA’s 15 points and Iran’s 10-point
proposals will set the framework for the ne-

Thedivide

@ For Washington,
the pause is more
tacticalin nature,
while Tehran seeks to
make it into a struc-
tural settlement

® At best, there
could beaninterim
deal encompassing
capping of uranium
enrichment, gradual
sanctions relief, and
amechanismto
restrain proxies

gotiations process to start. The key issues
would be Iran’s nuclear programme, sanc-
tions relief and regional de-escalations. It’s
goingtobealong-drawn affair. Whilethe US
will be insisting on Iran’s nuclear roll back
and limit its missile capability, Tehran on the
other hand will be pushing for security guar-
antees, besides completelifting of sanctions.

At best, there could be an interim deal
encompassing capping of uranium enrich-
ment, IAEA (International Atomic Energy
Agency) enhanced monitoring, graduated
sanctions relief, and an informal mechan-
ism to restrain the proxies.

Geopolitical ramifications

The Iran War has deep geopolitical im-
plications — both regional and global. The
ceasefireitselfunderscores the emergence
of a new architecture, driven by middle
powers like Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey and
Gulf'states, instead of the traditional West-
ern-dominated conflict resolution model.

With declining trustin the US asa secur-
ity guarantor, Gulf states might enter ‘mini-
lateral coalitions’ with increased defence
spending. The Saudi-Pakistan ‘Strategic Mu-
tual Defence Agreement’ could potentially
expand to include Turkiye and Egypt.

China hasexpanded itsdiplomatic and
technological footprint, offering digital in-
frastructure as an alternative to the West-

ern system. Hence, US alliance structures
in West Asia will come under serious scru-
tiny. The great Hormuz shock and the fra-
gility of energy hubslike Qatar’sRas Laffan
arebound tolead to the development of al-
ternative supply routes to obviate vulner-
abilities. In this transition process, India
has substantial stakes, beyond energy se-
curity, diaspora interests and maritime
trade. In fact, India needs to revisit its West
Asia engagement strategy and position
itselfasa proactive voice, particularly asthe
representative of the global South. Islama-
bad’s central role as an interlocutor, though
possibly limited, signals a subtle shiftin re-
gional power dynamics — something Delhi
cannot ignore.

The way ahead

The current ceasefire provides space for
diplomacy, dialogue and de-escalation. The
danger lies not inits failure but in overpitch-
ingthe expectations. The process of negoti-
ations remains vulnerable to risks from
spoilers, like the proxies, domestic political
pressures and the Israeli security calculus.

A full spectrum of a peace agreement
and strategic resolution of the conflict is
unlikely even in the distant future. The pro-
bable end state may be that of “managed ri-
valry and confrontation”— reconciliation
being a delusion.

® CLIMATE

Global concerns vs national interest: Why Indialostinterestin hosting COP33

Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, April10

IT WAS in December 2023, during COP28
in Dubai, that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi offered to host the 2028 edition of the
annual climate summit in India.

A public and explicit offer to host a COP
meeting, five yearsin advance, and that too
from a head of state, was extremely rare. It
wasaclear indication that India waslooking
to play amore active and leading role in in-
ternational climate affairs. The offer had
come just a few months after a successful
G20 meeting in New Delhi whose final out-
come had important decisions on climate.

But events of the last few years, on the
climate front and elsewhere, prompted a
rethink. India soon realised that the objec-
tives it had in mind while offering to host
the event could not be achieved in this
changed situation. India’s own positions on
climateissues evolved significantly during
this time. It became increasingly evident
that as host and president of a COP meet-
ing, itwould have to champion causes that

could come in conflict with its own stated
positions and national interest.

Asaresult, India has decided todrop this
matter and notbid for COP33 when the pro-
cess begins this year to pick the 2028 host.

India’s sharpening positions

India has not spelt out the reasons for
this change of mind, but its predicament is
not difficult to comprehend. In the last few
years, India has been taking unusually
strong positions on climate-related matters.

This was prompted by the evolution of
global climate negotiations well as a recali-
bration of India’s own perspective. There
hasbeen agrowing acknowledgment of the
fact that the international climate frame-
work, represented by the Paris Agreement,
remains heavily stacked against developing
countries — particularly a countrylike India
which has a large emission footprint but a
compelling need for more carbon space to
ensure prosperity to its people. Conse-
quently, in matters of climate and energy,
there has been a clear attempt by India in
thelast few years to prioritise long-term na-

tional interest over global climate concerns.

India even began questioning the very
foundations of Paris pact, arguing that pur-
suing arbitrarily-defined temperature goals
(1.5 or 2 degrees Celsius targets) was pro-
bably not the best way, and certainly not the
only way, to deal with climate change. India
has been arguing that rapid development
was probably the best insurance against cli-
mate change as that would bring in greater
resilience to withstand climate impacts.

This approach is at variance with the
mainstream, ‘progressive’ position that
frames climate change as an existential
threat, and wants every country, regardless
of their level of development, to prioritise
climate action. India, on the other hand, had
begun to argue for a development-first ap-
proach, hopingto get on atrajectory similar
tothat of China, which in thelast three dec-
ades prioritised growth to reach a position
from where it can make meaningful con-
tributions on climate without hampering its
interests. There is a reason why China, and
for that matter US, has never shown any in-
terest in hosting climate meetings.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Inthelast fewyears, India hasbeen vocal
in articulating its recalibrated positions. It
had reacted with uncharacteristic anger at
the disappointing outcome on climate fi-
nance negotiations at COP29 in 2024. It has
been pressing for the fullimplementation of
Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement, a largely
overlooked provision that says developed
nations “shall provide”, notjust ‘mobilise’, fi-
nancial resources for developing countries.
On India’s insistence, COP30 in Brazil last
year was forced to establish a two-year work
programme to discuss all pending matters
on climate finance, including Article 9.1.

Adifficult position

Having taken these positions, it would
have been extremely difficult for India to
steer the negotiations at COP33. The host
and president of the COP meetings is ex-
pected to champion the effective imple-
mentation of the Paris Agreement, not
question its foundations. It is supposed to
ensure that COP discussions lead to out-
comes that will speed up the rate of
emission cuts, not raise doubts over their

usefulness. India feared that taking on that
role for COP33 would have required it to
prioritise global climate concerns over its
own national interests.

This predicament would have been pro-
nounced in COP33 because that meeting is
dueto carry out the second Global Stocktake
(GST) to assess the progress being made on
Paris Agreement targets. GST isan important
exercise under the Paris Agreement , to be
carried out at five-year intervals, to ensure
that the world does not lose sight of its goal
and adjusts the ambition of its climate ac-
tions to achieve these. Considering that the
worldis currently nowhere close to the path-
way that will achieve the Paris targets, COP33
would need to deliver an outcome that
would result in substantial increase in cli-
mate ambition, an unlikely scenario.

The IPCCAR7 angle

The under-preparation seventh assess-
ment report (AR7) of the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) wor-
sened India’s predicament. Work on AR7
began last year and it is due to be published

Kolkata

in 2029. But there are demands from some
countries to expedite the publication of the
report by 2028 itself so that it can feed into
the GST process. The assessment reports
are the most comprehensive scientific view
of the state of global climate and have
served as the scientific basis for interna-
tional climate negotiations from the start.
AR7islikely to present a grim picture of
the state of global climate, and, if published
ahead ofthe GST exercise, could lead tore-
newed calls for raising of climate ambition.
India, along with countries including
China, has been opposing the early publi-
cation, arguing that many developing
countrieswould have less timeto review it.
Ashost and president of the COP super-
vising the GST process, it would be difficult
for India to oppose the early publication.
Stepping aside would also be a missed
opportunity for India to push forward the
cause of Global South. But weighed against
the prospect of getting boxed in, India
thought it prudent to opt out.
FULLREPORTON
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Format C-1
Format C-1 (for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) Declaration about criminal cases
Declaration about criminal cases As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP
As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP (Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011.
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011. Name and address of candidate : SUKUMAR RAY
Name and address of candidate : ARUP KUMAR DAS S or T

. : ; PO. Pundibari, P.S. Pundibari
Vill- Serpur Etoyaribard, Po- Contai, . ’ :
Ps- Contai, Dist- Purba Medinipur, Dist. Coochbehar, PIN 736165

Pin- 721401 Name of political party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)

Name of political party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP) (Independent candidates should write

"Independent” here
(Independent candidates should write , P )
"Independent" here) Name of Election . GENERAL ELECTION TO THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,
Name of Election . GENERAL ELECTION TO THE WEST BENGAL

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,

WEST BENGAL Name of Constituency : .3, CDDCHEE!-IAR UTTAR (SC) |
. ; _ |, SUKUMAR RAY (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
Name of Constituency : 216, KANTHI DAKSHIN election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

I, ARUP KUMAR DAS (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned antecedents:
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

Details about cases

antecedents: SL Pending criminal cases of conviction
S| _ o Details about cases for criminal offences
No. Pending eniinaticnsss for ;'1;:1?::;‘;%':?1(:&5 Casa o Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
Nare:of and ' concerned and Court of
Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description brief & date(s) | offence(s) &
Case No Court status . X
Name of and ' concerned and Court of of Case description of of punishment
gujrtu stafue brief & date(s) | offence(s) & offence(s) order(s) | imposed
of Case description of of | punishment 1. | LD. CJM, | Pundibari PS,  |U/S - 448/325/427/ |  NOT NOT
oftehce(s) order(s) | imposed Sadar | Case - 285/2023 | 307/34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
1. | Ld. SCJM | Kotwali PS Case | U/S-143/506 NOT NOT Cooch | Dt.28.04.2023 | Offences under
at No.-793/2019, |Offences under  |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Behar GR Case - IPC
Paschim | GR No.-72/20 | I-P.C., Section 32 744/2023,

Charges have

ini Police Act.
Medinipur Charges have not been framed

not been framed

2. | LD CJM, | Pundibari PS, 126(2)/118(2)/109/ NOT NOT
2. | Ld. ACJM | Tamluk PS Case | U/S-341/186/187/ NOT NOT Sadar Case - 604/2025 | 3(5) APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
at Tamluk | No. — 595/2021, |188/189/269/270/ |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Cooch Dt 04.07.2025 |Offences under
Charges have | 295A/ 506/1208B Behar GR Case -  |BNS
not been framed | Offences under 1242/2025 25(1)(a)/27/35
.P.C. & Section 5 Charges have | Offences under
OSAct. 1923 not been framed | Arms Act.
3. | Ld. ACJM | Bhupatinagar U/S-147/148/149/ NOT NOT 3. | LD CJM, | Kotwali PS, 25(1)(a)/25(1)(b) NOT NOT
at Contai. | P.S. Case No. 353/333/186/325/3 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Sadar CASE-183/2008 | Offences under APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
193/2022, Dated | 07/ 506/509/379/ Cooch Dt 15.03.2008 |Arms Act
21.05.2022, GR | 153A/295A/120B Behar GR CASE-
No.- 1030/22 Offences under 180/2008.
Charges have |.P.C and Charges have
not been framed | Section 3 of PDPPAct not been framed
*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by 4 |LdcIM | Pundibari PS 447/323/427 NOT NOT
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency. N Cooch Case 20?;201’ 9 | Offences under APPLICABLE! APPLICABLE
Behar GR CASE- IPC
Format C-1 Ruzi2Ulp

Charges have

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) not been framed

Declaration about criminal cases

As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in 5. |LdCJM | Kotwali PS Case | 341/302/506/34 NOT NOT
WP (Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011. Cooch 1158/ 2011 S, '[:;T:E”GEE under APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE
Name and address of candidate : ANANDAMAY BARMAN Aehar gtﬁf&;ém& -
Mirjangla, P.O.. New Chamta, P.S: Matigara, 1380/2015 Offences under
Sub: Siliguri, Dist. Darjeeling, PIN-734009 Charges have | Arms Act
Name of political party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP) not been framed
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here) 6. | Ld. ACJM | Tufanganj P.S 341/186/353/506/ NOT NOT
Name of Election - GENERAL ELECTION TO THE Tufanganj | Case No. 81/2020 | 34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026, Dt. 10.02.2020, | Offences under
WEST BENGAL G.R Case No. E’f? & 8B o
*Name of Constituency . 25, MATIGARA NAXALBARI (SC) 1258/2020 e
Charges have |Act
I, ANANDAMAY BARMAN (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned not been framed
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal
antecedents: 7. | Ld CUM Kotwali PS Case | 143/188/189/506 NOT NOT
: Cooch No. 799/2018, |Offences under  |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
sl _ o Details about cases Behar Dt. 27.12.2018, |IPC
No Pending criminal cases of conviction GR Case RW Sec 32
: for criminal offences 1281/2018 Offences under
Case No Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description Charges have ralles et
Name of and ' EDHEEI’I:IEd and Court of not been framed
Court status desc‘:i:fiLn || FE) :ﬁﬁ?ﬁ“}fﬂrﬁ 8. | LdACUM |DinhataPs  |461/379 NOT NOT
of Case offence(s) order(s) imposed Dinhata | Case No Offences under APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
P 43/1995 Dt. IPC
1. [A.C.J.M. G.R. 45/2023, |U/S -186/188/ NOT NOT 14.02.1995,
Court, Siliguri P.S. No. |431/34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE GR Case No
Siliguri 10 of 2023, Dt. | Offences under 46/1995,
03/01/2023 I.P.C. Charges have
Charges have not been framed
not been framed :
9. | Ld C.J. M | Kotwali PS Case | 147/148/149/325/3 NOT NOT
2. |A.C.JM |Siliguri PS Case | U/S 188/269/270 NOT NOT Cooch | No371/2006, |24/326/354/302/  |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Court, No. 847/2020, |Offences under APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Behar GR Case No 307 IPC & 25/27
Siliguri Dt. 14/07/2020 |IPC R/W Section 381/2006 Arms Act.
Charges have |91(B) D.M. Act Charges have
not been framed | 2005 not been framed

‘In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by *In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency. MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.
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Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal cases

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of
India & Anr.)

Name and address of candidate CHANDRA SEKHAR BANERJEE
Krishnakunj Apartment, Santiban Park, Sanjib
Sarani, Durgapur - 713201, PS - Durgapur,

Dist. Paschim Bardhaman, West Bengal

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent" here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,
WEST BENGAL

276, DURGAPUR PURBA

|, Chandra Sekhar Banerjee (name of candidate), a candidate for the above
mentioned election, declare for public information the following details about my
criminal antecedents:

Name of political party

Name of Election

*Name of Constituency
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S| Details about cases
No Pending criminal cases of conviction
' for criminal offences
Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
Case No.
Name of ek concerned and Court |of offence(s)
ame o brief & date(s) &
Court status g :
description of of punishment
of Case :
offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. |Ld. 3rd Coke Oven P.S. |U/S 143, 506 IPC NOT NOT
J.M., GR 575/2016 Offences under IPC [APPLICABLE[ APPLICABLE
Durgapur  |Charges have
not been framed
2. |Ld. 3rd Coke Oven P.S. |U/S 406, 420, 409, NOT NOT
J.M., GR 1790/2015 506, 120B IPC APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Durgapur  [Charges have  |Offences under IPC
not been framed
3. |Ld. 3rd Coke Oven P.S. |U/S 323, 325, 148 NOT NOT
J.M., GR 1062/2006 IPC APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Durgapur |Charges have  |Offences under IPC
not been framed
4. |Ld. 3rd Coke Oven P.S. |U/S 147, 149, 323, NOT NOT
J.M., GR 1465/2016 506, 325,120B |IPC |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Durgapur [Charges have  |Offence under IPC
not been framed
5. |Ld. 3rd Coke Oven P.S. |U/S 323, 341, 354, NOT NOT
J.M., GR 572/2016 506, 34 IPC APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Durgapur |Charges have  |Offences under IPC
not been framed
6. |Ld. 3rd Coke Oven P.S. |U/S 147, 149, 447, NOT NOT
J.M., GR 877/2016 323, 427, 506 IPC |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Durgapur  |Charges have  |Offences under IPC
not been framed

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal cases

Name of political

MName of Election

Name and address of candidate

party

*Name of Constituency

|, SWAGATA MANNA (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

SWAGATA MANNA

Vill-Dharmapur, P.O.-Panskura,
P.S.- Panskura, Dist.-Purba Medinipur,

PIN-721139

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
(Independent candidates should write

"Independent” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,

WEST BENGAL
227, PINGLA

As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011.

antecedents:
g _ o Details about cases
g Pending criminal cases of conviction
No. b
for criminal offences
Casa NG Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
NGHRIGE i cuncerr}ed and Court of
Court T h_rte_f & date(s) nffer_'me{s} &
of Case description of of punishment
offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. | Ld. CJM, | Panskura PS, U/S- NOT NOT
Purba Case No. 341/323/506/34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Medinipur | 101/20 Offences under
at Tamluk | dated |.P.C. as per
12.03.2020; next | Charge Sheet
date 29.12.2026
(Evidence), GR
Case No. 556/
205, Charges
have not been
framed
2.V Ld.JM Panskura PS, U/Ss- NOT NOT
2nd Case No. 329(3)/115(2)/74/3 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Court, 299/2025 51(2)/3(5) Offences
Purba Dated under BNS
Medinipur | 02.04.2025; next
at Date 02.02.2027
Tamluk | (Appearance &
Charge)
GR Case No.
929/25, Charges
have not been
framed

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

Declaration about criminal cases

Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of

India & Anr.)

Name and address of candidate

Name of political

Name of Election

party

*Name of Constituency

KSHETRA MOHAN HANSDA
Vill- Sarasbedia, P.O. - Lurka, P.S.- Raipur,

Dist.- Bankura, Pin-

721504

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write

"Independent” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,

WEST BENGAL
250, RAIPUR (ST)

|, Kshetra Mohan Hansda (name of candidate), a candidate for the above
mentioned election, declare for public information the following details about my
criminal antecedents:

Details about cases
Sl. , - ek
No. Pending criminal cases of conviction
for criminal offences
Case No Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
Naiia 6 Sind ' concerned and Court |of offence(s)
Po— o— brief & date(s) &
of Ciige description of of punishment
offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. [J.M, Khatra |Raipur P.S. FIR |U/S-447/341/323/ NOT NOT
No. 69/18 Dt. 354(b)/325/506/34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
12.10.2018 GR- | Offences under IPC
450/2018
Charges have
been framed

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal cases

Name of political

Name of Election

Name and address of candidate

party

*Name of Constituency

I, SHRI SUBHASHIS OM (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. V's. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011.

SHRI SUBHASHIS OM

Vill-Daunia, PO-Boicha, PS-Debra,
Dist-Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721301

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
(Independent candidates should write

"Independent"” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,

WEST BENGAL
229 - DEBRA

antecedents:
S| _ o Details ahn_ut.cases
Ntl;. Pending criminal cases uf cqnwctmn
for criminal offences
Case No. Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
bariant and cnncerr.ied and Court of
brief & date(s) | offence(s) &
Court status = o :
description of of punishment
of Case :
offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. | CM Debra PS, Case |U/S-143/149/188/ NOT NOT
Paschim | No. 106/24, dt. |283/431 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Medinipur | 17.02.2024 Offences under
GR No. LEC,
42712024,
Charges have
not been framed

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CONSTABLE M |Director General and all Ranks of
DHANDAPAN] |Border Security Force remember its
14.04.1977 — |gallant Jawan Constable M Dhandapani
11.04.2000 |on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
sustained fatal bullet injuries while

fighting militants in area of Dhamkund,
Jammu and made ultimate sacrifice in

the line of duty.
'HC/RO LAXMI |Pirector General and all Ranks of
NARAYAN |Border Security Force remember its
HEMBRAM | gallant Jawan Head Constable/Radio
08.01.1972 — | Operator Laxmi Narayan Hembram on
11.04.2006 |his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he made
ultimate sacrifice while on operational
duty in Uri (J&K).
ASSISTANT |Director General and all Ranks of
SUB Border Security Force remember its
INSPECTOR |gallant Subordinate officer Assistant
TELHOO RAM |Sub Inspector Telhoo Ram on his
01.07.1962 — |Balidan Diwas. On this day, he made
11.04.2017 |ultimate sacrifice while on operational
duty on Indo-Bangladesh border in

Malda area, West Bengal.

B

Bank of Baroda

Burdwan Region

2nd Floor, 54 G.T Road, Bhangakuthi
Dist Burdwan, Pin-713101

GOLD ORNAMENTS

AUCTION NOTICE

Some individuals / persons who had availed Gold Loans from our following branches, by pledging gold ornaments, have
defaulted in repaying as per schedule. They/Their legal heirs have not properly responded to the notice/notices or the notice
returned undelivered. In this circumstances, it has been decided that if the gold loan (s) is / are not liquidated before 4 P.M. of the
previous day of auction, pledged ornaments will be publicly auctioned at under mentioned time and date at the branch
premises/Gold Hub, without further notice. All expenses incurred in this connection will be borne by the borrowers. Bank
reserves the right to postpone/withdraw the auction at any time and stop the auction in the middle. Successful bidders shall pay
the full amount and obtain possession of ornaments or a minimum of 25% of bid amount should be deposited by the successful
bidder on the spot and remaining portion within 7 days. In case of default, Bank may forfeit the initial deposit amount.

Place : Burdwan

SL Name of Branch Account A (N Outstanding | Date of Reminder Notice /| Date & Time | Gross Wt. of Gold/ | Gold Purity] No. of '
No.|"ame ot Branc Name ccountNo.|  pajance | DateofRecalNoice | of Auction |Omaments (inGms)| in Carat | Article
1 |Panchghara|DEBASIS DAWN (19260500009797| Rs.67500/-+ | 25.07.2025/ |23.04.2026 17 22 |2 pcs.
Katwa inferest and other charges | 19.08.2025 |12 Noonto 4PN Bangles
2 |Panchghara) DEBASIS DAWN |19260500009798| Rs.378000/- +| 25.07.2025/ |23.04.2026 90 22 |4pcs.
Katwa ierestandotercharges | 19.08.2025 |12 Noonto 4PH Baanngdles;
1 pc. chain; 3 pcs. Ring; 1 pc. Necklace (broken)
2 pcs. Jhumka (ear-ring); 1 pc. locket
3 |Tarakeswar | PRADIP MALLIK 59370100008238( Rs.87000/- + | 20.02.2026 / | 23.04.2026 22.6 18 |3 pc Har,
inteestand othercharges|  12.03.2026 | 12Noonto 4P 2pc pola,
| 1 pc ring
Date : 11.04.2026 Branch Head

Government of Karnataka

Department of School Education

Dffice of The Commissioner, New Public Offices,
Nrupatunga Read, Bengaluru-560001, Phone: 080-22213129

No.DPI/2026-27/1ND0O6G61 Date: 10.04.2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-Procurement System)

The Director (Minority), Office of the Commissioner,
Department of School Education, Bengaluru - 01 invites tender
as per the KTPP Act, 1999 from the Manufacturer / Dealer /
Suppliers for Supply of Sandals to the Students studying in
Government Higher Primary & High Schools in the State of
Kamataka for the year 2026-27 through e-Procurement portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Registered bidders can
upload their applications on the portal until 5.30 PM on
27 4.2026. The tender document with detailed conditions can
be obtained through website: hitps:/lkppp.karnataka.gov.in
and should submit through e-procurement System Only.

Sd/-
The Director (Minority),
Office of the Commissioner,
DIPRICPIJAIS6/2026-27 Department of School Education

Format C-7

* Name of the Election

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media
platforms & website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases,
who have been selected as candidates. along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without
criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission’s directions issued in pursuance of the
Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP (C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of the Political Party . Indian National Congress
: General Election To The
Legislative Assembly, 2026

Name of the State / UT : West Bengal
(1) Name of the Constituency : 69 Bharatpur Assembly
Constituency

Name of the candidate : MD AZHERUDDIN

Sl

No.

1 [Criminal antecedents

a. |Nature of the offences Offences alleged under
sections :

1. 326/306/143/286 IPC AND
9(B) OF IE ACT.
The allegation relates to
voluntarily causing grievous
hurt, abetment to suicide due
to a personal dispute.

2. 341/323/324/506/509/34
IPC The allegation relates to
wrongful restraint, voluntarily
causing simple hurt etc. due
to a personal
dispute.

¢. |Name of the Court

Kandi

b. |Case No. (i) Salar P. S Case No.
186/2023 dt. 09/07/2023 vide
Gr No. 1263/23
(i) Salar P. S Case No.
96/2015 dt. 11/03/2015 vide

|Gr No. 681/15 |
(i) LD. A.C.J.M Court at Kandi

(i) LD. A.C.J.M Court at

d. |Whether charges have been| (i) No
framed or not (Yes / No.) (i) No

e. |Date of conviction, if any

Not Applicable

—h

Details of punishment
undergone, if any

Not Applicable

g. |Any other information
required to be given

of the candidate. Selection

(not more than 100 words)

Not Applicable

2 |The reasons for the selection ~ |The cases are stated to be
politically motivated. The
shall be with reference to the candidate has been
qualifications, achievements and |selected based on his

merit of the candidate, and not  |extensive experience,

mere “winnability” at the polls leadership, and long-tanding
public service, including
experience in the Lok Sabha.

3 |Reasons as to why other

antecedents could not be

The cases are stated to
individuals without criminal be politically motivated.

The candidate has been
selected as candidates (not more |selected for his experience,
than 100 words) leadership, and long-tanding
service as a Member of

Parliament in the area.

in place of name of Constituency.

*In the case of election to Council of States or States or election
to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

Sd/-

Suman Paul

State General Secretary
Indian National Congress (INC), West Bengal

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

eg-Tender Motice Na.: M_HLZ COACH

SL_CLNG_2026, Dated : 09.04.2026. o-
Tender is inviled by Sr. Divisional heechanical
Engineer, Kharageur, 5.E Hallway for and
on bghall of President of India for The
fiofborineg work ; Birief description of nama
of work with Its location : Mechanized
Cleaning & Walering of coaches al Haldia
Station, Cleaning and attending anciflary
warks gt Sick line, BH Yard/GM Yard, Haldia
T & eirnCcl Off i Bars On QubComee bases
Advertised Walue : ¥ 45 659 030 47,
Earmesat Money: ¥ 91 800/ Date & time
for closing of e-tender ; 04.05.2026 al
16.00 hrs. Bidding Start Date : 20,04 2026,
Website particulars & details: www ireps.

gov.ln (PR-31)

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party
*Name of the Election

Name of State/UT
(1) Name of the Constituency
Name of the candidate

FormatC -7

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
WEST BENGAL

281 - ASANSOL UTTAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
PRASENJIT PUTTANDY

SI. No

Criminal antecedents

Mature of the offences

wrongful restraint, unlawful assembly criminal intimidation

b. | Case No. " GR 1443/2015
c. | Name of the Court JM 5
ASANSOL COURT
Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any ' NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
NOT APPLICABLE

g. | Any other information required to be given
2

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the gualifications,
achievements and ment of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability” at the polls (not more than 100 words)

' The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
and is associated with various social work. He has a very good

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not |
more than 100 words)

| The Candidate Has A Very Good Potential And Has A Social
Standing And Acceptability Throughout The Assembly

Name of the Constituency 281 - ASANSOL UTTAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate PRASENJIT PUTTANDY and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party
Name of the Election

FormatC -7

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL
(1) Name of the Constituency 264 - KALNA (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate AMAL KUMAR SAHA
Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents |
a. | Nature of the offences - Criminal breach of trust, cheating
b. | Case No. . Kalna PS Case No. 1178/22
c. | Name of the Court - KALNA SUB-DIVISIONAL COURT
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any | NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any | NOT APPLICABLE
' NOT APPLICABLE

g. | Any other information required to be given
2

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability” at the polls (not more than 100 words)

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
and is associated with various social work. He has a very good

) BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION
'H. o Central Offices: Stores & Purchase Department, Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560 027
No. BMTC/COSP/STR/SDS/025/2026-27 Date: 10.04.2026

“e@”-Auction Notice

Scrap Vehicles and Scrapped Materials available at BMTC will be sold through
e-Auction to be conducted by M/s. M.S.T.C. (A Govt. of India undertaking).

The e-Auction schedule is as under: Scrapped Vehicles with RVSF and
Scrapped Material, Date of e-Auction: 23.04.2026. The interested bidders
may log on to www.mstcecommerce.com for further details and
registration. They may also contact M/s. M.S.T.C Ltd., at below mentioned
address for needful clarification. Address: M/s. M.S.T.C. LTD., No.19/5,
19/6, 3 Floor, Kareem Tower, Cunningham Road, Bengaluru- 560 052.
Contact phone Nos: 080- 22260054, 22266417, 22287356, BMTC Contact
phone Nos: + 91 7760991157

Sd/- CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES

CHANGE OF NAME

[, Debjani Sutrodhar Wife of
Mr, Pradip Sutradhar residing at
.M Bancrjee Road, Sadhur Bagan,
P - Aparpara +P5 - Ghola, Kolkata-
OO fenve changed sy mamee to Doty an
Mukherjee and shall hereatier be known
as Debjant Mukherjoc as declared betore
thie L. 151 Class Fudicial Magisiraic at
Alipore, West Bengal vide Adfidavit Mo,
4619 dated 09,04, 2026, Debjam Swtracthar
and Drebjani Mukherjee both are the same
and identical RE L

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not |
more than 100 words)

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

Name of the Constituency 264 - KALNA (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate AMAL KUMAR SAHA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR HIRING OF
DISCIPLINE & VIGILANCE OFFICER
(DVO) ON CONTRACTUAL BASIS

DG NCC, MoD invites applications from retired Armed Forces and
Civilian Officers as Discipline and Vigilance Officers (DVO) on
contractual basis in NCC Dte Delhi on behalf of HQ DG NCC.

QUALIFICATIONS:

(a) Retired Officers from all Arms & Services/civilian officers
preferably LLB/LLM qualified from a recognized university.

(b) Regular Graduate/Post Graduate Degree from a recognized
university.

(¢) Experience in handling disciplinary, vigilance or legal cases is
desirable.

(d) Gap between retirement and hiring should not exceed 4 years.
LOCATION OF DUTY: DELHI

HOW TO APPLY: Please forward your details and application:
By E-mail: jtdirpersnccdtedel@nccindia.nic.in

By Post: NCC Directorate Delhi, NCC Bhawan, Sector-19, Rohini,
Delhi-110089

FOR DETAILS AND TO APPLY VISIT:
https://www.nccindia.gov.in/hiring

Last date of Receipt of Applications - 30 Apr 2026

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

NOTIFICATION INVITING TENDER (NIT)

(Through e-procurement portal)

No: BESCOM/CGM(Proj)/DGM-1/AGM-1/BC-14/26-27/
CYS-11

BESCOM Invites a tender for the work of “Conversion of
existing LT Overhead lines into LT Aerial Bunched cable
in 4 feeders in Pavagada Sub-division of Madhugiri
Division, Tumkur circle, CTAZ” on Total Turnkey basis
under Percentage Quoting basis.

Tender Enquiry No: BESCOM/2026-27/EL/WORK_INDENT
1072. Availability of Bid documents: 15.04.2026 onwards.
Last date for submission of bid Queries: 23.04.2026
before 17:00 Hrs. Pre-Bid meeting: 24.04.2026 @ 11:00
Hrs. Venue of Pre-Bid meeting: O/o Chief General Manager
(Ele), 4th Floor, Project Section, B Block, Corporate office,
BESCOM, K. R Circle, Bangalore- 560 001. Last date & Time
for bid submission: 15.05.2026 @ 15:00 Hrs. Opening of
Technical Bids: 16.05.2026 @ 15:15 Hrs.

The bid documents can be downloaded and necessary
assistance can be obtained through the e-procurement portal
from the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

E-procurement Help Desk: Phone No: +91-8046010000
+91-8068948777, E-mail: support@eprochelpdesk.com
Aspiring bidders needs to be registered on e-procurement
portal. Bidders can take the assistance from the e-procurement
during working hours.

@ BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

Sd/-
Chief General Manager (Ele.),

For Electricity related complaints call: 1912 _ PrOjQCtS, BESCOM _
TN e Y E mail: cgmproject.bescom@gmail.com

. Office of the Executive Engineer, Chamarajpet Division,
S 2nd Main, T.R. Mill Road, Chamarajpet, Bengaluru-560018

No.: EE/CRP/KPPP/TEND/01/2026-27 Date: 10.04.2026

O BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

INVITATION FOR DER (IFT)

(Short Term Notification: Two Cover System)

(Through GOK KPPP Portal only)
The Executive Engineer, Chamarajpet Division, BCCC,
invites tenders from eligible contractor registered in KPWD
/ GBA / CPWD / Railways / MES / National Highway or any
State Government Organizations Class-I Contractor for the
work mentioned in the statement below. (Standard Tender
Document - KW4)

SI. Name of the Work
No.
1 [Annual Maintenance of Strom Water Drains in

Chamarajpet Constituency. Estimate Cost (Rs. in
Lakhs): 175.00, EMD (Rs. in Lakhs): 2.70 Lakhs (Rs.
1.00 Lakh online plus remaining balance BG/FDR).

Calendar of events: (1) Tender Document may be downloaded
from the KPPP Portal of the Government of Karnataka from
15.04.2026. (2) Pre bid meeting will be held on 21.04.2026 at
11:00 a.m. in the Office of the Chief Engineer (Central, Zone-2),
Annexure-3, GBA Head Office, Bengaluru-560001. (3) Tenders
must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or
before 4:00 p.m. on 27.04.2026 and the opening of tenders will
be as per the e-procurement portal guidelines. (4) Technical
bids will be opened on the website https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in in the Office of the Executive Engineer, Chamarajpet
Division on 29.04.2026 at 4:30 p.m. (5) Opening of Financial
bid will be followed after approval of Technical bid (if possible).
Further details may be obtained from the above office during
office hours or website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Chamarajpet Division,
Bengaluru Central City Corporation

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED
SHORT TERM NIT No. 01/2026-27

Tenders are invited from reputed contractors registered in appropriate class with
RRVPNL and A & AA class in Central/State Govt. Department and their undertakings
and registered in GST department for the Bid S. No. 1 of NIT 01 under Executive
Engineer (Civil) Udaipur. All details of above NIB are available on website
www.rvpn.co.in & https://sppp-.rajasthan.gov.in or
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

UBN No.:VPN2627WS0OB0098 Superintending Engineer

Raj.Samwad/C/26/678 RRVPN/TR-7487/2026 (Civil), Udaipur
— qREGT: 0390-26R409/ 0/ 03/ 0/ 04 08,
i B : 0340-34R4900
5 E 398 : vasaivirarcorporation@yahoo.com
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CIRCLE OFFICE ; PASCHIM MIDNAPORE
BE - 1, Bidan Nagar East, Rly. Siaflon Road E'ﬂUETIDH
Midnapore, Pin - 721 101, W.B.
Tel. ; 97714 31203 / 89000 19033
Mail 1D : esB2350pnb. bank in

DATED
05.05.2026

- | el - .
2 UNCErtanmc

Annexure - B

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVAEBLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securlty Interest
Act, 2002 under the provision of Rule B(6) read with Rule 9{1} of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Matice is heraby given to the Public in general and in particular to the Borrowear{s) and Guarantor(s) thal the below described immovable property morigaged |
charged to the Securad Craditor, the constructive ! physical | symbalic possassion of which has baen taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank ! Bacurad cradifor,
will ba sold on “As is where 5", "As is What is™ and "Whatewver there is™ on the dala as menifiaoned in the table herein below, for recovery of s dues due ko tha
Bank! Secured Creditor from the respeclive Barrower(s) and Guarantors(s). Tha resarve price and the earnast money deposit will be as mentionad in tha tabla
belaw against the raspactive properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

al. Hame of the Branch Description of the Immaovable Properdies A) Ot. of Demand Nofice U/fs. A) Reserve Price Date f Time
No. T T T Mortgaged / Owner's Name 13(2) of SARFAES! Act, 2002 (Rs. in Lacs) of
; o = IMortgagers of Propertylies)] B) Dutstanding Amount 8) EMD E-auction
ama ress ol the . i i
Borrower / Guarantors Accomnt C) Possession Date Ujs. 13(4) | Eﬂﬂ?' 5 ol ihe
of Sarlesi Act 2002 C) Bid Increase mbrances
_ known to the
D) Wature of Possession Amount Sacured
Symbolic / Physical / (Rs. in Lacs) Credilors
Constructive
1. | Midnapur (Sol 1D ; 035000} Equitable morgage of Land situated at Dist- | A) 28.06.2024 A) Rs, 5,78,340.00 | 05.05.2026
Paschim Medinipur, P S, - Salboni, Mouza - —_— From
Mis. Roy Drier Mill Jamda, J.L. No, 504, LR Kh. No. 26, Plot No. | B) Rs. 13,64,433.88 B) Bs. 0,60 Lakhs 11.00 A.M,
Proprietor @ Mrs. Shibani Roy 22, Bastu Commercial Land, Totsl Area 24 [Rup=ses Thirteen Lakhs _ = to
Drecimal, vide Deed Mo, 3513 of 2009, in Sixty Four Thouwsand Four C) Rs. 0,02 Lakh 4.00 P.M.
i) Mrs. Shibani Roy, favour of Arun Kumar Roy. Bounded by ; Hurdred Thirty Three and ) =
Wio. Arun Kumar Roy Morh ; Govt, Land & PMGSY Road, South: Faize Eighty Eight only) Mot known
i Vacant Land of Ananda Mahadanda, East : plus interast from to Bank
é{?r;:nf#:;::aRﬁﬁisuamnmﬂ' Owner Vacant Land of same plot, West ; 01.05.2022 and Penal
Baoth ElrefEI'l; : Kshudiram Nagar, P.O. - Forest Land. Chargss Less Recovery if
Midnapur, P.5. - Kotwali, Dist - 'F*fmr:hirn {Property is under Symbolic Possession) any.
Medinipur, West Bengal, Fin - 721 101 oY 08072024
Alc, Nos, : 0350008700004313, il
0350001L00000113, 035000JHO02T2533 i ;
£ 035000.JY00000023 D} Symbaolic Possession

(2] www.pnbindia.in

end followihem sirictly,

- TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE :-

The sale =hall be subject 1o the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Securily Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and Lo the following further condilions

1. The sale shall be subjpaci o the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Sacurityinterest (Enforcameant) Rulas 2002 and lo the folfowing further conditions. The
auclion sale will be "online through e-auction” porial https://baanknet.com

2. The intendirg Bidders { Purchasers are regquasted to regisier on portal (https:ibaanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number, The process of elYC
is to be done through Digilecker, Once the e-KYC is done, the intending Bidders / Purchasers may fransfer the EMD amount to their e-Wallet using onling
paymen tor challan moda. The EMD amount has to be linked with properly before the EMDERd Dale and fime in the portal, The registration, verification of eKYC,
transfer of EMD in wallet and linking of wallel amount {o Properly must ba complieted well inadvancs, before EMD End date fimea | auwction

3. Earpasi Money Deposit (EMDY) amount as menticnad above deposited in e-Wallet, shall be linked with property, Bidders, not linking the required EMD onfine
before EMD and date time, will not be allpwed to participate in the e-auciion, The Earnest Money Depositad shall not bear any interest,

4, Platiorm (https:iibaanknet.com] for e-Aucton will be provided by e Auction serviceprovider Mis, PSB aAlllance Pvt, Lid, having its Registered office at Unit
1, 3rd Flogr, VIOE Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East, Mumbai - 400 037 (Helpdesk Mumber +81 82912 20220, Emall Id :
support, BAANKNET@psballiance.com), The intending Bidders [ Purchasers areraquired to paricipate In the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service
Frovider'swebsite hitps:/baanknet.com This Service Provider will also provide online demonstration / training on e-Aucton on the portal

5. The Sale Motice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale s avallable! published in the following websites! web page portal. (1) hitps:/ibaanknet.com

6. The intending participants of e-aucton may downkoad free of cosl, copses of the Sale Notce, Terms & Condibons of e=auction, Help Manual on operational par
of e-Aucton refated to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https.ibaanknet.com),

7. Bidder's a-Walkat should hawe sufliciant balance (>=EMD amount) &1 the tims ofbidding.

8, Dwunng the e-auction, bidders will be allowsad 1o offer higher bid in inter-se bidding ower and above thea last bid quoted anrd the increass in the bid amount musd
be of incrameant amount mentioned. Two minwtas fime will be allowead to bidders to quole successive higher bid and if no higher bid is offered by any bidder
afler the expiry of fiva minutes to tha last highast bid, the e-auction shell ba closed

8, It is the responsibility of intending Biddens) fo properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auciion, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction

10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process.bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider
Ms, PSB Alllance Pvt, Lid, defails of which are available on the hitps.//baanknet.com Portal

11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successiul bidder willbe informed by above referred service provider through SMS | email. {On
mabdle no f emall address given by them! régistered with the service provider)

14, Thae saecurad assal will nol ba sold below (he rasenva pricea.

13. The succassiul biddar shall have ta depaosit 25% (beenty five percanl) of the bidamaount, less EMDC amount deposited, on ihe same day or not tater than tha
next working day and the remaining amount shall ba pakd within 15 days from the dateof auction by way of Transfer f NEFT f RTGS [ in the form of Banker's
Cheque { Demand Drall issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank draswn m favor af "The Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, A (Mame af tha A/c )
Payable af (Place). In case of faifure o deposil the amount a5 above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by succassiul bidder will be forfeilad ta
tha Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberly io conduct a fresh auction | sale of theproperty & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim over the
forfeited amountand the property.

14. Payment of sale consideration by the successhul bidder o the bank will be subject to TS under Section 194- 14 of Incomea Tax Act 1981 and TDS is fo be
paid by tha succassiul bidder anly al the ime of depasit of ramaining 7% of the bdamount / full dapasit of BID amount.

15, The Authonsed Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject 3l bids, if notfound accepizhle or fo postpone / cancel | adjourn / disconfinue or vary the terms
of tha auction at any fime without assigning any reason whatsosever and his decisionin this regard shall be final

16. Thie sale cenificate shall be isswed in the favour of successiul bidder an deposit of full bid amount a5 per the provisions of the aot
17. The properlies are being sald on “AS |5 WHERE IS BASIS" and “AS IS WHAT ISBASIS® and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS®

18. The particulars of Securad Assels spacified in the Schedule herainabowve havebsen stated to the best of the Informalion of the Authorsed Officer, bul the
Aulhorised Officar shall nol be answerable for any error, misstatemant or omissionin this proclamation

18. It shall be tha responsibility of the bidders to inspect and safisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitiing the bid, The bidder inspects
tha property in consultation with the daaling official as per tha dalais provide.

20. Al statutory duesiatiendant charges ! other dues including reqgisiration charges, stamp duty, taxzes etg, shall have o be bome by the purchazer,

21. The Authonzed Officer ar the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, llenencumbrances, or any ather dues 1o the Government or anyone else in respect
of properties (E-Auctioned) not known to the bank, The Intending Bidder &5 advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances on
the property including statutory liabiliies, arrears of property fax, electricily dues eic,

22. The bidder should ensure proper intemel connectivily, power back-up elc. The Bank shall not be lable for any dizruption due 1o internet failure, power Tailure
or technical reasons of reasons { contingencies affecting the e-auctions

23, It = open 1o the Bank o appoint a reprasentative and make selfl bid and paricipatein the auction.
24. For dataded term and condifions of the sale, pleass refar https:i/baanknet.com & www_pnbindia.in.

Drate : 10.04. 2026
Place : Paschim Midnapore

Sdi- Md. Waize Ansari, Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank
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CHANGE OF NAME

[, MD, IMRAN MULLICK, S/O Md.
Ismail Mullick, residing at Vill & P.O. -
Kharsarai,P.S.Chanditala,Dist-Hooghly,
Pin -712304(W.B.) hereby declare that,
my father's name is Md. Ismail Mullick
which has been recorded all my official
documents, but his name Md. Ismail
Mullick has been recorded as Ismail
Mallick in his Voter Identity Card being
No - GRL0556910, which | declare before
the Ld. First Class Judicial Magistrate at
Serampore Court, Hooghly by an Affidavit
being No.-9386.dated 08.04.2026. That
Md. Ismail Mullick and Ismail Mallick is the
name of same and one identical person.

|, Gour Chandra Ghosh, EI.I'II]- 11, Lal Mohan

Ghosh, resident of Vill- Kamalpur, P.O. &
PS.- Chakdaha, Dist.- Nadia, WB, Fin No.-
141222, That in my Service Certificate dL
10/025 mssued by Eastern Rallway
Howrah Division, where my father's name
has been inadvertently recorded as Late
Mohan Ghosh vide Affidavit no. 04, dated
12/02/2026, before the LDAUCLM I [1st
Class) at Kalyani, Court Madia, That Lal
Mohn Ghosh and Late Mohan Ghosh are
same and identhcal person.

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd.

D-Block, Swasthya Bhawan, C-Scheme, Jaipur - 302005
Ph. No. 0141-2223887, Fax No. 0141-2228065, E-Mail-edepmrmsc-rj@nic.in
Ref. No. : F-8() RMSC/EPM/M-4/NIB-930/2025-26/3 Dated :- 08/04/2026

Corrigendum / Addendum
Bid for item WASTE BIN RED, BLACK & YELLOW (15 & 25 Ltr) are invited from
interested bidders up to Date : 23/04/2026 : 06:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid
may be visited on Procurement portal website https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or

www.dipronline.org or https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or website
http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN No.:MSC2526GLOB00054

Executive Director (EPM)

Raj.Samwad/C/26/665 Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation

FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

NOTICE

E.E Berhampore Division -I, PWD invites|

offline short Notice Inviting Quotation
No.- 02 of 2026-2027 for the work of-
1. Emergent erection of temporary structure
for providing logistic supports and accommo-
dation of CAPF at 7(seven) locations of
Berhampore Police Station under Murshid-
abad Police District in the district of Murshid-
abad in connection with ensuing West
Bengal Legislative Assembly election 2026
under Berhampore Division - I, P.W.Dte
2. Emergent erection of temporary structure
for providing logistic supports and accommo-
dation of CAPF at 3(Three) locations of
Sagardighi Police Station under Jangipur
Police District in the district of Murshidabad
in connection with ensuing West Bengal
Legislative Assembly election 2026 under
Berhampore Division - I, P.W.Dte.
3. Emergent erection of temporary structure
for providing logistic supports and accommo-
dation of CAPF at 4(Four) locations of
Raghunathganj Police Station under
Jangipur Police District in the district of
Murshidabad in connection with ensuing
West Bengal Legislative Assembly election
2026 under Berhampore Division - |,
P.W.Dte.
4. Emergent erection of temporary structure
for providing logistic supports and accommo-
dation of CAPF at 4(Four) locations of
Farakka Police Station under Jangipur
Police District in the district of Murshidabad
in connection with ensuing West Bengal
Legislative Assembly election 2026 under
Berhampore Division - I, P.W.Dte.
5. Emergent erection of temporary structure
for providing logistic supports and accommo-
dation of CAPF at 4(Four) locations of Suti
Police Station under Jangipur Police District
in the district of Murshidabad in connection
with ensuing West Bengal Legislative
Assembly election 2026 under Berhampore
Division - |, PW.Dte.
6. Emergent erection of temporary structure
for providing logistic supports and accommo-
dation of CAPF at 3(three) locations of
Samsherganj Police Station under Jangipur
Police District in the district of Murshidabad
in connection with ensuing West Bengal
Legislative Assembly election 2026 under
Berhampore Division - |, P.W.Dte
The detailed schedule of all items of works
will be available in the office of the Executive
Engineer, PWD, Berhampore Division —I.
Last date and time for receipt of application
for Quotation documents on 13/04/2026
upto 01.00 PM. Last date and time of
issuance of Quotation documents on
13/04/2026 upto 02.00 PM. Last date and
time of receipt of Quotation in sealed
envelope on 13/04/2026 upto 02.30 PM.
Opening of financial bid on 13/04/2026 at
03.00 PM.
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Berhampore Division-l PW.D

KOLKATA DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL -2

Tth Floor, Jeevan Sudha Building
42C, Jawaharlal Mehru Road, Kolkata - 700 071

Case Mo, TRC /127 | 2026
Union Bank of India
-Vs. -

Mis. Neha Garments & Anr.

SALE MNOTICE
Pursiusant to the Order dated 06.04.2026 pazsed by the Ld, Recovery Officer,
DRT - 2, Kolkata, there will be sale of inmovable property described as ;
(Deed No. 05246 of 2010 Book Mo. L, CD Volume No. 19, Page from 2245 fo
2261 Registered in the Office of ADSR, Barrackpore on 05.05.2010)

All that a brick built shop room identified by a Shop Reom Mo. 4, on the
Ground Floor, having a covered area of 80.75 Sg.it, cormesponding to super
built up area 37 Sq.ft, into out of the schedule A property together with
undivided proportionate share of land beneath and 50% right of commaon
partition wall in the southern, eastern and western side of the shop room
and undivided share of tha roof of the said shop room along with right to
commaon use of vacant statutory free space for ingress and egress erected
upon. All that piece and parcel of plot of land having possessory right
admeasuring & Decimal (2 Decimal in Dag Mo. 808 and 4 Decimal in Dag No.
810} classified as Bastu toegether with two storied building standing thereon
consisting a residential building and several shop room on the Ground
Floor by the estimation within Mouza - Ghola, J.L. No. 14, Re. 5a. Mo. 103,
Touwzi No. 63 and 163, Dag No. 808 & B10 under Khatian MNo. 601, 1478
respectively, P.5. - Khardah under Additional District Sub-Registrar at
Barrackpore in the District of North 24 Parganas, under the Collectorate of
MNorth 24 Parganas on behalf of Government of West Bengal within the local
limits of Panihati Municipality, being Municipal Helding Meo. 5/5/4, Prasanna
Chatterjee Road under Ward Mo, 30, together with all the estate right,
easement, interest, appendages, hereditaments etc_, resarve to the land and
building which is butted and bounded as follows : On the North @ 10" wide
Common Passage and 4’ wide Commaon Passage, On the South : Gana Milan
Kendra, On the East : Land of Ek-Kari Khoso, On the West : P, C. Road.”
By way of public avckan an "AS 15 WHERE 15” basis though e-auchon and shall
b= subjact o the final appraval of the Tribural. The intending purchasars will have
to deposit an earnasi monay @10% of the Reserve Price of the properly in the
form of Demand Draft | pay order anly in favor of the Recovery Officer, DRT -
2, Kolkata or through Mat banking wilh consultation of Carifcale Holdar Bank.
The said deposit shall be adjusted in fhe case of successiul Bidder and refund
to obher bedders on receipt of E-auchion report. Successhul bidder shall have to
daeposit 25% of the sale proceads afler adjustment of eamest money by the next
day of sale within 4 P.M., if the day is Holiday or Sunday then on 1st working day,
fafling which the earnest deposii shall be forfeited,

The purchaser shall deposil the balance 5% of sale procaads wilhin 15 days
from the dala of avclion sals. The reserve prce balow which the proparty shall
rat be sald for 1s Rs. 4.07,0004- (RHupeas Four Lakhs Sevan Thousand anfy) and
1% af tha rasarvae prica will be the increment Bid amount. The other berms and
conditions are same as par proclamation of sale ssued by the wndersigned in
the inslant cases as in TRC [ 12T 1 2028, dated 08.04.2026

Motice |5 hereby grden that the sald property shall be sold by way of Ondine Auction
{e-auction) which will conducted on 14.05.2026 at 3.00 P.M. to 4.00 P.M. with
3 minutes unlimited extension on E-Auction Platform at Website :
hitps:lidrt.auctiontiger.net, The prospeciive bidder s requiing 1o download sale
prociamation and sale notce from hitps Vdrt.auctiontiger.net and register their
rearme for parlicipating in the aucton in or before 12.05.2026 along with Earmest
foney through Demand Dealt / Pay Order in favor of Recovery Officer, DRT-
Il; Kalkata payable at Kolkata along walh their offer,

Howewer, the undersigned will not be responsible for any ermor occumad through
network at the time of Auction

The usar 1D and passwond will be direclly sant o Registered participants | Infending
purchaser with further direclions by the e-auction provider company, if any, for
login and pariicipating in the auction through On-line,

The delails of authorized auction service provider E-procurement Technologies
Lid., Mobile Mo, 99785 31888, E-mail : supporti@auctiontiger.net.

The interest bidders may visit the Website ; hitps:Vdrt.auctiontiger.net for

detalled procedure, term & conditions and any other support M helpin respect of

e-auction. For inspection and other details please contact, Tanusri Ghosh,

Authorised Officer, Moblle No. 98925 84584, E-mall :

ubind5547 31 @unionbankofindia. bank.in, Branch Address : Union Bank of
India, 15t Floor, Yamuna Bhawan, 55/58, Ezra Street, Kolkata - 700 001,

Sdf- Prem Chand Sharma

Recovery Officer

Date : 08.04.2026 Debts Recovery Tribunal - ||

Place : Kolkata

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt

petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name
Name
Name

(1) Name of the Constituency

Name

of Political Party
of the Election

of State/UT : WEST BENGAL

of the candidate

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

133, KULPI ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
KUTUBUDDIN MOLLA

Sl. No

1
a.

Criminal antecedents

ST b s

*Nat-ure of the nﬁénces

| violence by an unlawful assembly, voluntarily causing grievous
hurt, criminal force against a woman, house trespass

Case No.

1.KULPI PS: 237/2014, GR No. 1562/2014,
- 2. KULPI PS 542/2014, GR NO 4284/2014 SC NO. 43(9) 2015

Name of the Court

1. LD. J.M. 18T COURT, DIAMOND HARBOUR
2. LD. FASTTRACK, 4TH COURT, DIAMOND HARBOUR,
SOUTH 24 PGNS

=1

Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No)

Date of conviction, if any

NOT APPLICABLE

Details of punishment undergone, if any

- NOT APPLICABLE

Q||

-

Any other information required to be given

| NOT APPLICABLE

3

"winnability” at the polls (not more than 100 words)

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
and Is associated with various social work. He has a very good
chance of winning

more than 100 words)

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal |
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not |

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

Name of the Constituency 133, KULPI ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

of the candidate KUTUBUDDIN MOLLA and so on

in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

Kolkata

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata
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/AHEER KHAN MASTERCLASS

Listening to the man who could make the ball talk

Learning on the fly, gleaning advice from peers, practising,
experimenting, learning to read the batsman’s mind

and setting him up, he details to SRIRAM VEERA and
SANDEEP DWIVEDI about his fascinating journey

AHEER KHAN tried
to bowl the back-of-
the-hand slower ball
foryears. It wouldn’t
come. His action
didn’tallowit. Nor hisbody. He
tried the Brett Lee variation—
keeping everything behind the
ball but slowing the wrist at re-
lease, not breaking it. His arm
speed dropped. Batsmen
picked it. Out of the window.

He tried the split-finger
slower one, the ball Dilhara
Fernando used to bowl. He
spoke to the Sri Lankan pacer .
"I realised he just had the ad-
vantage of being flexible. The
length of the fingers was fine,
butIdidn’t have flexibility.”

He tried Charl Langeveldt’s
version — fingers bent on the
seam, reducing speed without
changingarm speed. "That was
also not working because I was
not able to grip it properly.”

Four variations. Four fail-
ures. Each one tried honestly,
understood technically, and
discarded without sentiment.
The journey, as he describes it,
was not about finding a trick. It
was about finding the trick his
body could perform.

"Thad my own version of the
slower one." The knuckleball.
The one that worked.

"When it started, it just
started coming out very well for
me." Through his coaching
work since retirement, Zaheer
has understood why. "Maybe
the flexibility of being able to
get the knuckles behind the ball
was the advantage I had."

Sachin Tendulkar was there
through the process. "He would
encourage me to add a slower
one because that was very im-
portant."

The knuckleball became
one of the defining deliveries of
Zaheer’s second career — the
World Cup semi-final and final
in 2011, the prime moments
when it mattered most. But it
began as the fifth option, after
four had failed.

eo0

Zaheer started playing
cricket late. His coach Sudhir
Naik told him so, plainly. "In
Mumbai cricket, they start at
the age of 9 and 10. You are
starting at twice the age. Sojust
know that you have a lot of
catching up to do." The words
landed and stayed.

"It just became a part of my
routine —to be able to pick
things." The catching up never
ended. It became the method.

The first half of his interna-
tional career was, by his own
description, decent. Pace,
swing, the raw materials. But
the awareness of his own bow-
ling —the four-part division he
now teaches, load-up, delivery,
follow-through, and the run-up
that sets everything in motion
— that came later.

"The team was so busy. Me
playing both formats — at that
stage, T20 was still not around.
But the ODIs, the Test matches,

and the domestic season in be-
tween was not giving me ample
opportunity to prepare myself
todothose changes at the inter-
national level.”

The progression needed
confidence. "At the highest
level, you can’t say, okay, if I
mess up, I mess up. It doesn’t
work like that.” Then came the
break. The time away from the
Indian team that is remem-
bered publicly as asetback. Za-
heer remembers it as the space
he needed.

"That break gave me
enough time to work on
things." He had been using his
variations at first-class level al-
ready — the shorter run-up, the
around-the-wicket angle, the
adjustments. "The progression
fromusingthose changes from

The knuckleball
becameoneofthe
defining deliveries of
Zaheer’s second
career— the World
Cup semi-final and
finalin 2011, the
prime moments
when it mattered
most. But it began as
thefifth option

first-class level to the interna-
tional level—I needed that
much confidence and that
much of a break for that.”

When he came back, the
bowling had changed. He went
around the wicket a lot more.
He bowled from closer to the
stumps. The run-up was
shorter. The leap wasn’t as
exaggerated. The bowler who
returned was not the bowler
who left.

e00

Zaheer’smost spectacular re-
verse benders from around the
wicket came from a technical
flaw, he reveals. In Bangladesh,
hewasfindingitdifficult to con-
trol the ball from over the wicket.
"My wrist position had gone a
little wrong—I was falling. My
head was falling a bit, and be-
cause of that, I was coming into
a position which was not giving
me control with the new ball.”

So he went around the
wicket. The angle was better.
From that angle, he learned to
control the falling head and the
wrist position that had been be-
traying him. A flaw led to a sol-
ution. The solution became a
weapon—and the weapon pro-
duced two of the deliveries he
keeps closest.

The firstwastolan Bellinthe
2007 Test at Trent Bridge. It was
England’s second innings, India
trying to bowl them out. "That
delivery gave me a lot of excite-
ment." Itbentbackinlatetotrap
Bell Ibw. The second was to
Ricky Ponting in Melbourne.

Around the wicket, around off
stump, cutting back into the
right-hander. "Just doing
enough forthebailstocome off."
Both deliveries came from the
angle thataflaw had forced him
tofind.

o0

There are certain batsmen
who play on line. There are cer-
tain batsmen who play on
length. Thisishow Zaheer Khan
divides the world.

A batsman who plays on
lengthislooking fortheballtobe
pitched up — he wants to drive.
"You cancatchthatguyonline,"
Zaheer says. "Because evenifthe
lineiswider, hedoesn’t mind. He
is backing himself to play the
length. So as the line is getting
shifted, he is still risking it. You
can actually catch him with the
ball which is too wide to be
driven, but being there for the
drive.”

Abatsmanwho playsonline
isthe opposite. Ifthe ballisin his
line, he will play, regardless of
whether the length is back. Vi-
render Sehwag is the example
Zaheer reaches for— cuttingde-
liveries even when the length
was close enough to drive, be-
causetheball wasonhislineand
that was enough. The commit-
menttotheshot camebeforethe
length was fully read.

There are batsmen so confi-
dent in their judgement of
length that they keep going re-
gardless of the line. Over time,
that confidence becomes the
vulnerability. Like Virat Kohli at
the end of his Test career. "That
is typically the case," Zaheer
says.

(Y 1)

Graeme Smith was a tall
man, an onside player. Every-
thing in his setup—the grip, the
stance, the bat angle—was de-
signed to take advantage of
angles created by right-arm
bowlers.

"With my delivery swinging
late to him, he would have less
time to adjust because his bat
would not come straight. Soifhe
hastoplay the ball tomid-off, he
would not be able to play it with
astraight bat." On the back foot,
Smith’s shot was predominantly
the punch— so for him to drive
through the covers, the ball had
to be really full. "If you get the
length right, that’s where the
length factor becomes crucial,
then you have both sidesto play.
Theball comingbackin and the
ball moving away.”

Kumar Sangakkara was dif-
ferent. He played the ball late.
His setup was built to defer the
decision — play or leave — as
longas possible. "Sanga wasvery
good. He used to play the ball
late. He would take advantage of
your lengths nicely. I would try
and get as close to the off stump
aspossible so that he hastowork
that much harder to play or
leave. You have tobe so precise.”

Two of the great left-handers
oftheir era. Two completely dif-

Zaheer Khan says the awareness of his own bowling came much later in his career. FiLE

ferent puzzles. Both were solved
in real time, by a bowler who
started late and never stopped
catching up.
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Beyond technique, beyond
the line-or-length preference,
thereis athird layer: how a bats-
man buildshisinnings. "It does-
n’'t matter which format they’re
playing. They always have this
template of first 10-15deliveries."

In T20, the window com-
presses —maybe four deliveries
for abatsman to get in. But the
template exists. The bowler who
recognisesit canattackwithinit.

Theexample Zaheer reaches
for is Dhoni. "He’s so assured of
himself that he can hit the ball
outofthe parkoncehe’sin.Once
heseestheball the way he wants
toseeit."

So if Dhoni walks in under
pressure, Zaheer knows he will
notattackimmediately. "Evenif
it’s ten deliveries to go and they
need twenty-five runs, he will
still say, okay, let me see.”

But when Dhoni walks in
and hitsthe first ball —that tells
youhehasalreadyread the con-
ditions before arriving at the
crease. "Thisisthe side of things
which goesbeyond just the tech-
nique, beyond just the game.
How one sees a situation when
the pressure is highest — how
are you goingtoreact?”

Zaheer reads opponents to
get them out. Hereads Dhonito
know when the chase is already
won.
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The cues are there, Zaheer
says. Whether the batsman is
standing deep in the crease or
ahead of it. Whether the weight
is on the back foot or the front.
Whether head is adjusting —
which means the batsman is
conscious of something, atech-
nical correction, a fear, a habit
heis trying to suppress.

"If someone is consciously
trying to put hisleg outside the
line of the leg stump, that
means he is conscious about it."
The bowler’s job is to notice.

Sometimes, tomentionitinthe
follow-through. Just loud
enough to be heard: the front
legisstill comingacross. Notan
insult. A reminder of the thing
the batsman is already worry-
ingabout.

Ponting was run out in a
Test match. Zaheer was in a
huddle with his teammates.
"You think you were Usain
Bolt?" he said as Ponting
walked past. Exit sledging —
quick, disposable, designed to
travel back to the dressing
room.

Trent Bridge, 2007, was dif-
ferent. The jelly beans on the
pitch, the escalating theatre,
the bat eventually pointed at
the England dressing room —
these were not emotions. They
were construction. "I made sure
Iinvolved the umpires in that,
so that nothing would come
backtome,” he says. Kevin Pie-
tersen drew the attention, the
energy redirected away from
Zaheer and towards the spec-
tacle itself.

"Sledging is not about the
use of bad words. It’s usingit to
your advantage — and not los-
ing yourselfin the process.”
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Between deliveries, Zaheer
Khan had twenty to thirty sec-
onds. What happened in his
head? "A large part of it would
be what’s coming next. A short
part of it would be what has
happened in the previousball.”

In white-ball cricket, he car-
ried two options to the top of his
mark. "If the batter moves, 'm
going to do this. If the batter
stays, 'm going to do this." Both
options aligned with the over’s
plan. The system was fed. The
body was trusted to react.
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The Nagpur Test against
Australia was the longest siege.
A 7-2 field, a line drilled wide
outside off stump, over after
over, from both ends. Zaheer
and Ishant Sharma were not
trying to take wickets. Event-
ually, Simon Katich got out —
adjusting and adjusting to fol-
low the wide line until an in-

Thedataquestion
troubles him... The
instinctthat
Mumbai club cricket
oncedemanded —
becauseyou hadno
data, becauseyou
had catchingupto
do—is being
coached out of the
game

swinger from Zaheer found
him in front.

"MS and us, we just con-
tinued. Stayed patient." The de-
tails of how long, Zaheer can’t
quite remember. The detailshe
keeps are the ones that taught
him something.
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The data question troubles
him. Notbecause dataiswrong
but because it has replaced
something that cannot be re-
placed. "With more and more
data, you'’re just becoming too
data-dependent. It is taking
that instinct of the game out for
a cricketer." He sees it in the
IPL. Bowlers turning to the
dugout mid-over. The instinct
that Mumbai club cricket once
demanded — because you had
no data, because you started
late, because you had catching
uptodo—isbeing coached out
of the game.

"When you’re too data-de-
pendent, you are doing your
work before the game and after
the game. Butwhen playing the
game, you are not able to make
decisions,” he says.

Are matchups overrated?
"In some cases, yes." A left-arm
spinner bowling to a left-
hander because the data says so
— but the data doesn’t distin-
guish between one bowling at
135 kilometres and one bowling
at125."The datagivesyou aref-
erence point. But for you to
execute, everything has to
come together.”

What about bowling to a

batsman’s strength? If his on-
stump yorker lands at 75 per-
cent accuracy, and the bats-
man’s strength is hitting a
missed yorker into the stands,
who does the bowler back?
"Just because someone is
strong enough to put a missed
yorker out of the park, am I
going to move away from my
strength? Who are you goingto
back, your skill or the bats-
man’s?"

(Y 1)

There is another kind of
catching up he is invested in
now. Heisaco-owner ofa fran-
chise in the EUT20 Belgium
cricket league, European
cricket’s attempt to build what
the IPL took decades to be-
come—a pipeline, a culture, a
place where the game means
something to people who didn’t
grow up withit.

Belgium is not a country
that has produced interna-
tional cricketers. The growth is
slow. "It is a long-term thing,"
he says. "You are not going to
see the results immediately."
The franchise model gives him
something ICC development
programs don’t — decision-
makinginfluence. A seat atthe
table rather than a presence in
the bleachers.

"Cricket businessin Europe
is about value creation over
time.”
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South African seamer Fanie
de Villiers told him something
about awareness that stayed.
Evenifde Villiersbowled froma
short distance, he would know
exactly where his front foot was
landing. Full run-up, same
thing.

"It’s just about perfecting
those last three, four steps so
nicely that you know exactly —
it doesn’t matter from where
you'’re coming.”

De Villiers used white chalk
on the ball. After bowling, he
would walk to the pitch and see
howmany deliverieshad landed
on the seam. Before pitch maps
existed. Before Hawk-Eye. Be-
fore data. Amanwith chalkand
acricketball, reading the surface
itself.

Wasim Akram talked about
wrist position and body exagger-
ation when the swing wasn’t
there. Jason Gillespie called after
the Chennai Test in 2001 to talk
about how to think about bow-
ling going forward.

"What stood out for me pre-
dominantly, acrossall those con-
versations, was the position at
the crease and beingaware. The
steady head.”

Every conversation pointed
tothe samething. Awareness. Of
thebody. Ofthe ball. Of the bats-
man. Ofthe surface. The coach’s
words from the beginning —
you are starting at twice the age,
you have a lot of catching up to
do — turned out not to be a
warning. They turned out to be
amethod.

He tried four slower balls be-
fore finding the one his body
could bowl. He learned from de
Villiers how to read the pitch
with chalkbefore Hawk-Eye told
him what the surface said. The
catching up never became
catching up. It became the way
he saw.

e INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Sooryavanshi turns another chase into child’s play as RR hunt down RCB’s big total

SYNOPSIS: Vaibhav
steals thunder on a night
of rain and twists to
extend Rajasthan Royals’
winning streak

Sandip G
New Delhi, April 10

A CONTEST rainthreatened to
wash away ended up producing
amass entertainer, replete with
thrills and chills. Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru breezed to
58 for2in 4.4, slumped to 94 for
six, recovered to put on 201; Ra-
jasthan Royals waltzed to 129
forlin8overs, sankto134 for4.
The climax was not quite cin-
ematic, but the Friday crowd
were genuinely engaged.

Vaibhav steals
thunder

What Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
does should beillegal. He can’t
drive, or drink, or vote, but he
could hit the perfect six, he can
make bowlers twice his age
wince, and he can suspend the
audience into disbelief.

The most mind-boggling as-
pect of his rise has been the
ability to demystify reputa-
tions. Jasprit Bumrah de-
fanged, he demolished
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Josh
Hazlewood on Friday. The first
ball he faced, from Bhuvnesh-
war, he shovelled him for a four
down the ground with fer-
ocious whirr of his fast hands.
Up next was Hazlewood, the
bowling mastermind of RCB’s
title triumph. The first ball was
hard length, holding the line
and stifling him for room. He
was already committed to the
cut; hedidn’t change his mind.

He chopped the ball from an
impossible angle behind back-
ward point.

More spellbinding strokes
followed. At the end of it, Haz-
lewood justlooked blankly into
the skies. The next ball landed
on good length, and he cud-
gelled it over mid-on. A hurt
Hazlewood went fuller, where-
upon Suryavanshi fleeced it
through covers. The best was
yet to be, when a short ball out
of sheer frustration, ended up
in the stands over deep square
leg. In four overs, RR had al-
ready shaved off one fourth of
the target.

The barrage of boundaries
was ceaseless. Bhuvneshwar
was recommissioned to little ef-
fect. Sooryavanshi greeted him
with a six over mid-on, and
then wore a Buddha-like ex-
pression of calm, as if this was

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi scored 78 off26 balls (8x4, 7x6). creiMas/BcCl

simply a trailer of grander feats
to arrive. A shuddered
Bhuvneshwar stood helpless,
as Sooryavanshi, a toddler
when he made his India debut,
thrashed him for a brace of
fours. The stingless Abhinan-
dan Singh was introduced, only
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to be caned by Dhruv Jurel,
who plundered 24 runs of the
overs. RR’s powerplay score
read an unfathomable 97 for 1.
All they could do was shuffle
their bowlers and hope some-
thing worked. A misjudgment,
amomentofindiscretion. Only

boundaries whistled past them.
The next two overs bled 32 runs
as the world stood stuck at the
genius of the 15-year-old.

The impetus his knock in-
fused was such that RR could
afford to drop their gears and
still win the game. Not to forget
Jurel’s imperious knock of 81,
where he showed veins of ice
and awareness of the situation
to steer RR home.

Rain and twists

After the rain and delayed
start, twists and turns poured in
a passage of wild fluctuations,
strewn with drama, strokes and
wickets. In the first four-and-a-
half overs, until Virat Kohli’s ex-
travagant cover drive, his gate
agape, ended with his stumps
shattered by the resurgent Ravi
Bishnoi, the stars gleed at the
defending champions. Catches

Kolkata

were spilled, the swinging ball
hissed past cowering bats, in
between boundaries flew; Kohli
essayed gorgeous strokes,
through the covers as well as
behind the stumps, harnessing
the bowlers’ pace.

In4.4 overs, RCB sweptto 58
for2, nearly 12 runs an over. But
the nextball changed the game
around. Bishnoi then twinkled
out Krunal Pandya, caught ac-
robatically by Shimron Het-
myer, his second catch diving
forward. Wickets kept tum-
bling. Medium pacer Brijesh
Sharma ejected Jitesh Sharma,
and later Tim David. After 11
overs, RCBtottered to 94 for six.
But RCB bat so deep that they
still had two men capable of in-
flicting damage. So Romario
Shepherd and Rajat Patidar
did, and stitched an momen-
tum-imparting stand of 31 0ff 18

balls. Shepherd departed, but
RCB summoned Impact Sub
Venkatesh Iyer. The move
though meant that they were
short of bowling options.

Patidar was the lighthouse
of RCB’shope. He curbed his ag-
gression, weathered the storm
and executed an array of glori-
ous strokes, blending power
and grace. He has a malleable
pair of hands, a velcro-touched
gnome when heisatthe peak of
his prowess. When finally he
miscued to deep-wicket for a
40-ball 63, he had dragged his
team out of the mess and pro-
pelled them to 201. But it took a
15-year-old to topple the de-
fending champions.

BRIEF SCORES: RR 202/4
(Sooryavanshi 78, Jurel 81 not
out; K Pandya 2/30) beat RCB
201/4 (Patidar 63, Kohli 32; Bish-
noi2/32) by six wickets
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Meenakshibags
silver at Asian
Wrestling C'ships

Press Trust of India
Bishkek, April10

MEENAKSHI GOYAT added a
third silvertoIndia'stally inthe
women's 53kg category, while
three men's freestyle wrestlers
advanced to the gold medal
boutsin their respective weight
classes at the Senior Asian
Wrestling Championships here
on Friday. Monika (women's
65kg) and Harshita (women's
72kg) then signed off with
bronze medals to take India's
overall medalstally into double
figures --three silver and seven
bronze.

India's sole gold medal hope
on Friday rested on Meenakshi,
who had fought back from the
brinkin the semi-finalstoreach
this far. However, the 25-year-
old was not at her best and went
down 0-10 against China's Jin
Zhang.

While Meenakshi's loss
came as a heart-break for the
Indian contingent, Monika and
Harshita lifted their spirits with
clinical performancesto clinch
the bronze medals.

Monika defeated Hanbit
Lee of South Korea 9-0 to win
the bronze in women's 65kg
category, while Harshita got the
better of Sevinchoy Polvonova
5-0inthewomen's 72kg bronze
medal bout.

Earlier, India's men's free-
style wrestlers showcased their
growing stature on the conti-
nental stage as U-23 world
champion Sujeet (65kg), Ab-
himanyou (70kg) and Sandeep
Mann (79kg) sealed their final
berth. In the 65kg freestyle
semi-final, Sujeet defeated Ab-
dulmazhid Kudiev of Tajikistan
7-2. The 23-year-old, winner of
two Ranking Series earlier this
year, had beaten Kyrgyzstan's
Rustamzhan Kakharov by
technical superiority.

He will now face Umidjon
Jalolov of Uzbekistan in a re-
match of the U23 world cham-
pionships final that the Indian
had won comfortably tomor-
row for the title.

ASIAN BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS

Ayush beats world No 4 Christie
biggest win

tonotch up career’s

The 20-year-old signals the start of a
new era in Indian men's singles, as his
6-ft-4 attack complemented his
dextrous point construction

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, April 10

JONATAN CHRISTIE just
couldn't shake off Ayush
Shetty. It's one thing to have an
annoying little bee buzzing in
your ear, but quite another for
an elephant to be stomping his
feet all around you, as the 6-
foot-4 Ayush did, with the per-
sistence of a pecking bird. The
World No4 from Indonesiawas
brought down 23-21, 21-17 in
Ningbo, China, one rally at a
time, as the 25th-ranked Indian
reached the semifinals of his
first Badminton Asia Cham-
pionships.

Ayush trailed Jojo Christie
right until 18-18 in the opening
set. But every time, the 28-year-
old former Asian Games cham-
pion compiled a 3-point lead,
Ayush would start snapping at
his heels and never stop pur-
suing. What makes the tall Man-
galorean, still only 20, the big-
gest talent for the future — and
the futureishereclearly —ishow
he easily erased two set points,
to sneak ahead 23-21 in the
opener. His bulking smashes
nearly saw him through the sec-
ond - in much the 'here comes
the cavalry' fashion. But win-
ning that first set needed pains-
taking effort, which Ayush was
ready to putin.

It's a fairly simple thing to
thwack a smash from his van-
tage with outstretched limbs
and racquet. But the first set
was about drawing out trap-
plans and ambushes. This
Ayush achieved with pin-

Perhaps the canniest
of Ayush's plans,
thanks toJojo's

former coach
Irwansyah, was
baitingthe
Indonesianto go for
thelines and corners
where heis strong.

pricks - lobs going over and be-
hind Jojo, smashes into the In-
donesian's body that even an
agile defenderlike him couldn't
evade and they sailed wide.
That'show Ayush arrived at 18-
all; the series read 7-10, 11-11, 11-
14, 13-14, 13-16, 15-16. Jojo was
prevailing in fast parallel ex-
changes and drawing out
smashing errors into the net by
pushing the Indian back.
Perhaps the canniest of
Ayush's plans, thanks to Jojo's
former coach and father figure
Irwansyah, was baiting the In-
donesiantogo forthelines and
corners where he is strong. But
when you tunnel him into ex-
changesthat are skimming that
airspace over the line, the 4th
effort after three accurate ones
is bound to sail wide. Ayush
lured Jojo to that thin red line
and teased out wide errors.
Jojo still led 19-18, counter-
baiting Ayush into wildly
swinging racquet evasively on
body shots. And the Indone-
sian had the set point after
Ayush was left with no choice
but to send his backhand lift to
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Ayush Shetty will face World no 1Kunlavut Vitidsarn in the semifinal tomorrow. Bwr/BADMINTON PHOTO

the backline, which went long.
But here's where the power
game, that's been the staple of
a PV Sindhu or HS Prannoy,
came into play. Ayush sent a
scorching cross-court smash to
get to 19-20. Under pressure
now, Jojo netted the next one,
20-all. Jojowas chasing now, as
he levelled at 21-21 with a
straight smash. But the quak-
ing racquet grip sent the next
into the net, giving Ayush his
second set point.

For a power player with a
sledgehammer, gritting out
these points is like threading a
needle. But the Mangalorean
wasn't averse to the hard work.
The first set came not from an
expansive smash butapointed
attack on the body, which Jojo
ended up parrying clumsily as
the shuttle went wide.

With the first set pocketed,
Ayush was riding the confi-
dence wave and then rolled in
the heavy materials. Half a
dozen big statement smashes.
Heentertained resistance from
Jojo till 9-9 and then had
enough of it. At 13-9 came the
soft concession by Christie. Like
all ageing, slightlyjaded players
(he won Asian Gamesin 2018 at
age 20), he allowed a shuttle on
the backline to drop - not be-
cause it was going out, but he
hoped it would. Bang on the
line. At15-12, Ayush prevailed in
a long rally. And though Jojo
came within 16-17 of the In-
dian'sadvantage, Ayush always
had the A-Smash tonose ahead.

A terribly poor lift from Jojo
- hisshuttleand length controlis
considered amongst the best in
men's singles - saw Ayush swat-

ting atitfor19-17. And twoerrors,
long and wide, followed, as the
great Indonesian was overcome
in 54 prophetic minutes.

When the 20-year-old was
tiring, he also took a good break
at17-18, which shows heisinthe
big league. Top players tend to
know these things, Vimal added.
"Asian Championships are as
good as the Worlds," he would
say, addingthat these were good
results with wins over Christie
and Li Shifeng in a week.

The path to the top of the
podium (no Indian haswonthe
men'ssingles gold at the Asians
since Dinesh Khanna in 1965)
only gets tougher as he faces
world No 1 Kunlavut Vitidsarn
next. They have met once pre-
viously, and the Thai star had
prevailed 21-15, 21-16 at the Arc-
tic Open last yeatr.

Pragg & Sindarov: Two prodlgles who are pushing each other

Amit Kamath
Mumbai, April10

WHEN JAVOKHIR Sindarov
was seven years of age, his
grandfather made a prophecy:
in 20 years, this kid will be one
of the strongest grandmasters
in history! Sindarov’s grand-
father, the man who introduced
him to chess, was not talking
about the Uzbek phenom, who
is currently terrorising oppo-
nents at the FIDE Candidates
tournament in Cyprus. Sinda-
rov senior was talking instead
about Praggnanandhaa, who
was also aseven-year-old at that
time, and dominatingbaby Sin-
darov in their match-up.

On Thursday, the day he got
the better of Praggnanandhaa
for the second time in the on-
going Candidates tournament
in Round 10 — a result which
edges Sindarov closer to a fight
in the World Chess Champion-
ship against another Indian
prodigy, D Gukesh — Sindarov
recollected how those early

battlesbetween him and Pragg-
nanandhaa used to be com-
pletely lopsided: Pragg beat him
in the Asian Championship in
Iranbya2.5outof 3score. Then,
Pragg prevailed at a tourna-
mentin Al Ain. And then again
atatournament in Greece.

Understandably, for Sinda-
rov, facing Pragg is always a
gametolook out for. That’s why
on the happiest day of his fledg-
ling career, after he had won the
FIDE World Cup in Goa last
year tosecure aspotinthe Can-
didates, when he was asked if
there was a particular oppo-
nent he waslooking forward to
facing in Cyprus, the grinning
Uzbek had hand-picked Pragg-
nanandhaa.

"I played him for the first
time back in 2013. Even at that
age —Iwasjust seven — I knew
he would become one of the top
playersinthe world..." said Sin-
darov, "...because he beat me."

Sindarov had gone on to
predict a couple of "very inter-
esting matches" against Pragg

R Praggnanandhaa (R) and
Javokhir Sindarov in 10th round
of Candidates. MICHAL WALUSZA/FIDE

at the Candidates in Cyprus.
The Uzbek prodigy has more
than delivered on that predic-
tion, beating the Indian twice
now in their two head-to-head
battles at this edition of the
Candidates tournament.

The defeat on Thursday for
Pragg more or less confirms
that the Indian cannot win the
tournament any more since he
is now four points behind the

Uzbek prodigy with four
rounds to go. The Indian is in
seventh spot in the standings.
Meanwhile, with eight points,
Sindarov now leads the event
with a two-point gap over
Anish Giri. Thursday’s win also
handed the Uzbek grand-
master the record for the most
victories at the Candidates in
the current format of the tour-
nament — and that too with
four rounds to spare.

Pragg had come into the
tournament with an imposing
head-to-head record against
Sindarovin classical chess.In10
classical games, Pragg had won
four times while Sindarov
claimed a single victory. That
record hasbeen upended by the
Uzbek in Cyprus after winning
both games against the Indian.

The rivalry between the two
mirrors the one between world
champion Gukesh and Uzbe-
kistan's top grandmaster No-
dirbek Abdusattorov.

The latest installment of
Pragg vs Sindarov shifted on

move 22 when Pragg played
bishop to d7 — a move the en-
gine flagged as a blunder. At
that stage, the Indian had an
extrabishop ontheboard as op-
posed to Sindarov's two addi-
tional pawns. Two moves later,
Sindarov sacrificed his queen
to pick off both of Praggna-
nandhaa's rooks. This material
imbalance — Pragg's two rooks
against Sindarov's queen —
stayed the same till the game
ended on the 53rd move.
Sindarovhasseemed content
to play out draws in the second
half of the tournament, a trait
highlighted by his decision not
to go for the kill in the 9th round
against Matthias Bluebaum. But
against Pragg, he opted to chase
victory —and it arrived.
"Pragg's score at the tourna-
ment has been very poor re-
ward for his play. His play has
been quite good. He's come up
with some good ideas, but es-
sentially he's lost three games
since that first victory," said
five-time world champion Vis-

wanathan Anand in the FIDE
commentary.

In a chat with The Indian
Express during the World Cup
in Goa, Sindarov had pointed
out how his CV would have
looked a lot different without
Pragg. "He beat me in a lot of
age group tournaments. If he
wasn't around at that stage, I
would have won a minimum of
two cadets tournaments," Sin-
darov chuckled goodnaturedly.

As Sindarov recollected,
back in 2013, he was on a hot
streak, going six out of six at a
cadets championship. So was
Praggnanandhaa. Then Pragg
beat Sindarov — and it started
arun of losses for the Uzbek.

Now 13 years later, at the
Candidates, the defeat to Sin-
darov in round 3 was the start
of Pragg's event coming un-
stuck. The latest chapter of the
Pragg-Sindarov rivalry may
have favoured the boy from Uz-
bekistan, but both 20-year-olds
have many more battles left on
the board.

® SRI LANKA'S FINEST

Pathirage, latest javelin sensation from South Asian region

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, April10

WHEN SRI Lanka’s javelin
thrower Rumesh Pathirage was
in his teenage, he used to clock
130kph with the cricket ball. He
participated inapace huntand
nudged the speed gun to
134kph in the Ul18 category. He
finished second. The topper,
Eshan Malinga, turns up for his
country and Sunrisers Hydera-
bad. But the road not taken
would not haunt Rumesh be-
cause he is breaking records in
the chosen field too.

He climbed to ninth in the
world last season, and leadsthe
distance chart this season; he
holdsthe fourth best hurl by an
Asian,amark of89.37 achieved
at the Champions Track and
Field meet in Sri Lanka.

The twist of fate came when
legendary throws coach Tony
Prasanna stumbled onto him.
He coaxed himintoflingingthe
javelin and took him under his
wings. “It was coach Tony who
introduced me to javelin,” he
tells The Indian Express. The
coach’s advice was simple: “He

always tells me that if I master
the basics and do them the
right way, I will eventually reap
therewards," Rumesh told The
Indian Express. "He is more
than a coach. He doesn't just
teach me the sport but about
life as well,” he adds.

His run-up and release bear
uncanny resemblance to Lasith
Malinga’s human slingshot of
an action. The arc of his throw-
ingarmis huge. He thumps his
left-foot into the turf, so as to
maximise the physical at-
tributes for the distance (pace
for Malinga).

Until early this year, hisbest
was an above-average but not
exemplary 86.50m, which he
recorded at the Indian Open
Bronze Continental Tour event
in Bhubaneswar. But then
came the spurt that changed
his career. He remains modest
about it.

"I had been hitting some
good distances in training, but
this happened on my very last
throw of the competition. So it
was a bit of a surprise, but yes,
it was a massive throw.”

Together with Neeraj Cho-

Rumesh Pathirage recorded a PB of 89.37m. SIHATH ABEYRATHNE

pra, Sachin Yadav and Arshad
Nadeem, he forms part of a for-
midable South Asian bloc that
could make javelin one of the
tightest contests in the Asian
Games. Four South Asian
javelin throwers were in the
final of the 2025 World Athletics
Championships, more than
any other region, too. Rumesh

eclipsed them all.

Rumesh’s breakthrough
came in in the 2025 season
when he finished seventh at the
World Championships, making
it the best-ever finish by a Sri
Lankan male athlete at the
World Championships. Ru-
mesh termed the experience at
the World Championships

'magical’. “Imet the “best of the
best” in current javelin throw-
ing. Sharing the bench with
athletes like Neeraj and Na-
deem was a dream moment for
me," he says

He made full use of the op-
portunity and overshadowed
thelikes of Neeraj and Nadeem.
But he insists on taking one
step at a time. “I am trying to
build my confidence day by
day. I am sticking to my basics
and trying to execute them the
right way. Consistency is im-
portant for me,” he says.

Consistencyis key

Consistency has been his
trademark. Unlike the tal-
ented but erratic former Sri
Lankan thrower Sumedha Ra-
nasinghe, the first of his
country to cross 85m and then
slipped, Rumesh has consist-
ently crossed 82m-mark (13
times in the 2025 season). He
has pushed himself further
this season.

"I had a successful season
last year and finished seventh
in my very first World Cham-
pionships. Because of that,Iam

tryingto push myselfto achieve
even more thisseason," he says.

The 89m markbreached, he
isamongthe elites of the world.
The next target would be cross-
ing 90m, but he has his feet
firmly on the ground. “I don’t
want to be in a competition
with anyone. I follow everyone
because there is something to
learn from every athlete. I'm
happy to say that the other elite
athletes help me if I ask them
anything. They are legends in
this sport, and I am always
happy to compete alongside
them," he says.

In his hometown, he is
something of an outlier. Sri
Lanka has barely produced a
world-class athlete, barring the
sprinter Susanthika Jayas-
inghe. But he wears the respon-
sibility lightly. “Every time Iim-
prove a centimetre, my nation
moves forward by one cen-
timetre,” he says.

"Every time I wear the Sri
Lankan flag on my chest, I get
goosebumps. I am trying to
give everything tokeep my flag
flying high," he adds. At the
moment heis.

Ahmedabad’s CWG
to have 17 disciplines
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Veer Savarkar Complex in Ahmedabad. FiLE/ExPReSS

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 10

THE 2030 Commonwealth
Games (CWG)in Ahmedabad is
likely to feature 16 to 17 sportts,
with the possibility of shooting,
wrestling, hockey and cricket -
sports omitted from this year's
edition in Glasgow but India's
strong suits - being in the pro-
gramme in four years' time.

The pared-down Glasgow
Commonwealth Games will
have only 10 events after the
Australian city of Victoria with-
drew ashost three yearsagodue
to escalating costs. Glasgow,
which stepped inashosts, won't
have a Games Village and ve-
nues used in 2014 will be reused
or upgraded to help cut costs.
After Victoria pulled out ashosts,
the Commonwealth Sport an-
nounced a new-games model
with nine core sports, 14 optional
sports and the option of tradi-
tional or indigenous sports.

India is expected to put its
best foot forward for the CWG
toadd toitstrack record of host-
ing multi-sport events and
strengthen its bid for the 2036
Olympics. Ahmedabad has
been proposed as the host city
for both the CWG and the
Olympics.

"What we can say is that
from what we have seen, the ca-
pacity to host a wide range of
sports in India is evident.
There'snodoubt thatattheend
of the day, once we have fin-
ished all the necessary consul-
tations with the IFs (interna-
tional federations), with the
city, lookingat what's available,
we're going to have a very vi-
brant, responsive program that
caterstonotonly whatisavery
important constituency herein
India, but for our 74 territories.
Because at the end of the day,
it'sabout the athletes being able

* BRIEFLY

to showcase their talent and
puton agood show," Common-
wealth Sport president Donald
Rukare said during a media
briefing on Friday.

India is also likely to push
yogasana as a medal sport at
the centenary gamesin Ahme-
dabad. "There are a number of
sports here in India we can
choose from, and there'sawide
range of cultural sports here
that could easily fit the bill," Ru-
kare said.

Rukare is part of a delega-
tion from Commonwealth
Sport, which included CEO
Katie Sadleir and Director of
Games and Assurance Darren
Hall, that completed a three-
day visit to review infrastruc-
ture and venues in Ahmeda-
bad, Vadodara, Gandhinagar
and Ekta Nagar in Gujarat.

"From what we saw yester-
day and the day before, it's very
clear that with the available fa-
cilities, Ahmedabad can host a
wide range of events. The possi-
bilities are quite a number in
terms of facilities that are there
and those that are being
planned. We believe very soon
we should be able to announce
a 16 to maybe 17 sport program
that will be here in 2030," Ru-
kare said, adding that the sports
programme will be finalised by
the first half of 2027.

Discussions about the
sports for the 2030 Games will
be ongoing, the Common-
wealth Sport President said.
"The final sports programme
will reflect the aspirations of
our members and our athletes
and also take into account a bit
of room to accommodate what
might be culturally relevant for
particular regions and terri-
tories," Rukare said when asked
about finding a balance be-
tween traditional sports and
modern ones.

Vishvanath Suresh (L) competing at Asian Championships. FiLE

Vishvanath wins goldin 50 kg as
India finish with five golds

INDIA CAPPED off amemorable Asian Boxing
Championships campaign with Vishvanath Suresh clinching
the medal gold in the men's 50kg category on Friday. Vishva-
nath defeated Japan's Daichi Iwaiby a dominant 5-O margin
inthefinal. Sachin (60kg) added to the tally with a hard-
fought silver medal, rounding off a strong showing for the
men's contingent. India finished second on the table with
five gold, one fewer than Kazakhstan, but claimed the most
medals (16) overall. Vishvanath's gold marks a significant
milestonein his rapid rise through the ranks. Having
emerged through the national circuit with consistent
performances, he has quickly established himself.PTI

White named
head coach of Jr
Women’s team

AUSTRALIAN TIM White
was on Friday named the
head coach ofIndia'sjunior
women's hockey team by the
national federation, replac-
ing Tushar Khandekar who
was with the teamssince
2023. Hockey Indiadid not
specifythereasons for the
change and also did not di-
vulge the duration of White's
contract. White recently
served asthe head coach of
the Accord Tamil Nadu
Dragonsinthe HockeyIndia
League (HIL) in January this
year and had an experience
of Indian setup. PTI

Top T&F starsto
participatein
Indian Open

TOP INDIAN track and field
stars will populate the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium on
Saturdaytotake partinthe
Delhileg ofIndian Open
Series. The event has
attracted more than 900 en-
tries across age-groups.
World Championships
finalist Sachin Yadav, 100m
NR holder Animesh Kujur,
400m NR holder Vishal TK,
Shaili Singh, Shivam Loha-
kare alongwith areturning
Hima Das are some of the
bignames whowillbeinac-
tion tomorrow at the Indian
Athletics Series. ENS
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Name of Political Party

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.

(As per the Commission’s directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

*Name of the Election GENERAL ELECTION TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2026
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 83 - KRISHNANAGAR UTTAR

Name of the candidate ARGHYA GON

Sl. No

1

Criminal antecedents

a |Nature of the offences Wrongful restraint, voluntarily causing simple hurt, uses criminal
force on a woman, criminal intimidation

b |Case no. G.R. CASE NO - 1952/2024

¢ |Name of the Court Judicial Magistrate 6th at, Krishnanagar, Nadia

d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No

e |Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

f |Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE

g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not
merg ;'wmnabltlty" at the polls (not more than 100
words

The case stated is to farnilg land dispute related. The candidate
has been selected based on his extensive experience and
leadership. He is widely accepted in the district and assembly
constituency.

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

The case stated is to family land dispute related. . The
candidate has been selected based on his extensive experience
and leadership

Name of the Constituency 83 - KRISHNANAGAR UTTAR
Name of the candidate ARGHYA GON and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

Name of Political Party
Name of the Election

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platiorms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL
(1) Name of the Constituency 4-COOCHBEHAR DAKSHIN (GEN) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate KHOKAN MIAH
Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents
a. | Nature of the offences Unlawful Assembly, Rioting with deadly weapons, assault to
public servant, criminal intimidation
b. | Case No. 1. Case no - 470/08 OF KOTWALI PS, GR No.; 442/08
2. Case No. 472/08 Kotwali PS, GR 444/08
3. Case No. 195/15 Kotwali PS, GR 237/15
4. Case No. CR - 438/17
¢. | Name of the Court 1. Ld. CJM, COOCHBEHAR
2.Ld. JM 2nd Court, COOCHBEHAR
3. LD. CJM COOCHBEHAR
4.LD. CJM 3, COOCHBEHAR
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 4 - COOCHBEHAR DAKSHIN (GEN) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate KHOKAN MIAH and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
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FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platiorms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates
(As per the Commission’s directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt

petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
Name of Political Party
*Name of the Election

Name of State/UT

(1) Name of the Constituency
Name of the candidate

WEST BENGAL

MOHIT SENGUPTA

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

35 - RAIGANJ (GEN) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Sl. No

3G9l QIR 91F e
A°QIQE DO M3 =

( 636 RN IR RARL)

L of Ooisho

o ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION
:28 GORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Odisha Undertaking)

Regd. Office: OPTCL Tech Tower, Janpath, Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007

E-Tender
No.

Tender Description:

Estimated Cost

CPC-
75/2025-26

Bids are invited from reputed manufactures in two part
bidding system for supply of 237.7 Kms GI earth wire
on Turnkey Contract Basis in e-tendering mode only.
Last Date & Time of Submission of Bid:
29.04.2026 upto 13:00 Hrs.

Rs. 1,13,45,658/-

1 | Criminal antecedents

a. | Nature of the offences

Law & Order problem by two political party supporters at the time
of Panchayat Election 2018. Criminal Breach of Trust being in
any manner entrusted with Property, or with any dominion over
property in his capacity of a Public Servant.

b. | Case No.

1.G.R. Case No. 515/2018
2. CRA(DB)/271/2024

CPC-
74/2025-26

Bids are invited from reputed manufactures in two
part bidding system for Engineering, supply,
erection, testing & commissioning of High
Temperature Low Sag (HTLS) conductor after
dismantling of ACSR panther conductor in existing
132kV Burla PH-Katapali Ckt-I&II line in Sambalpur
District on Turnkey Contract Basis in e-tendering

mode only.
Last Date & Time of Submission of Bid:
07.05.2026 upto 12:45 P.M.

Rs. 12,41,57,478/-

c. | Name of the Court

1.Ld. CIM COURT AT UTTAR DINAJPUR, AT RAIGANJ
2. Hon'ble High Court at Calcutta

Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO

Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

CPC-
02/2026-27

Bids are invited from reputed manufactures in two part
bidding system for Design, engineering, erection,
installation, testing & commissioning of 4th ICT
500MVA, 400/220/33kV (BHEL make) along with
construction of one number 400kV Dia and 220kV
Bay arrangement with construction of new 220kV
Bay with associated system at existing 400/220kV
Grid S/S, Mendhasal on Turnkey Contract Basis in e-
tendering mode only.

Last Date & Time of Submission of Bid:
30.04.2026 upto 12:30 P.M.

Rs. 4,11,98,161/-

]

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
chance of winning

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

Name of the Constituency 35 - RAIGANJ (GEN) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate MOHIT SENGUPTA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

CPC-
07/2026-27

Bids are invited from reputed manufactures in two part
bidding system for Engineering, supply, erection,
testing & commissioning of augmentation of Atri S/S
capacity from 320MVA (2 X 160 MVA) to 480MVA(3 X
160 MVA) at 220kV level through construction of 220kV
& 132kV 3rd 160MVA Auto transformer bay and 60MVA
(1 X40+1X20MVA) to 110MVA (1 X50+1 X40+1 X 20
MVA) at 132kV level through construction of 132kV &
33kV 3rd 50 MVA Power transformer bay in Khurda
District on Turnkey Contract Basis in e-tendering mode
only.

Last Date & Time of Submission of Bid:
04.05.2026 upto 12:45 P.M.

Rs. 7,15,18,576/-

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt

petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
Name of Political Party ;
Name of the Election :

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 99 - BADURIA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate QUAZI ABDUR RAHIM

Sl. No

1_| Criminal antecedents
MNature of the offences

R'ii::at'i'ng, criminal irespass, vu'['ﬁmari-Fy cauéing g'r"i'evﬂus Hurﬁ,

g

2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

- house trespass, theft
b. | Case No. GR 247/08
c. | Name of the Court Ld. 1st ADITIONAL JM AT BASIRHAT
d. | 'Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any | NOT APPLICABLE
Any other information required to be given

NOT APPLICABLE

He has served as a MLA and has fulfilled the expectation of the |
local people and has been working honestly for the betterment
of the constituency for last 30 years .

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

Name of the Constituency 99 - BADURIA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate QUAZI ABDUR RAHIM and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

-'- A

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.
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Complete set of bidding documents are available at www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL
and www.optcl.co.in.
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TR (for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
D110.04.2026 Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
Sueply BE Stotae Heme for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

PERGNINGC TAeTy Havizsedd Fioaed (As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt

Dnline. Tenders Ara Raquested To

Visit The Website www.ireps.gov.in petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

And Submil Thair Offers Onling. The

Tonder Doscrption, Oy, Em, so| | Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
Submitted Manually il ot 8s| | *Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Acceptod Offes By Post Wil Not Bel | Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL

Entertained. Tender Closing Time s

Wl fun Of-1us Dus Daty (1 - The (1) Name of the Constituency : 144, FALTA (GEN) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Tender. "For All Indigenous Offers;

EMD Will Be Acceptad Only Via Orling Name of the candidate * ABDUR RAZZAK MOLLA

System as Available On

WWW.ireps.gov.in.” S[ Nﬂ
Tender No. |Brief Description :

30261011 _|Helical Spring 1 | Criminal antecedents
82265016 (HQ-MED-ZRC-zaonal I .
Rate Contract supply a. | Nature of the offences ' lllegal construction
(PH.NO;02064) Liguid

e b, | CaseNo. | 1. NGR 806/16 -
33261681 |Setof TPUrings ' 2. NGR 1137/14

TT251145C|Paint Ready Mixed Red

e c. | Name of the Court 1. Ld. JM. 2ND COURT, DIAMOND HARBOUR

BO265650 |Procurement of varlous

M.S.Bolts &nuts tapered 2. Ld. J.M. 18T COURT, DIAMOND HARBOUR

washers far CM5
Crossings

[FE65493 [Supply Instalaton & .| Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) NO
ittt e. | Date of conviction, if any ' NOT APPLICABLE

Lv265229 ffp;i Commissioning & f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE

Tasting of Elactrical
Dverhead Traveling

Crane25/5T capacity g. | Any other information required to be given | NOT APPLICABLE
2
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LY265230 |Supply Commissioning &
Tesling of Elactrical

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency

3&32?&?3;&2;@“"9 shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
PEZEIA0E | SHEHCE B achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
t5kgs, ! "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
38263706 |HossAssembly PE—— - — : - - -
38261009 |Articulated lock It lever 3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
i . antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
38261016 |Yoke for Non-transition g p Y g 1_']'[
BO26PTO14|Procurament of Over more than 100 words)
Riding switches 60 kg 1in |
%2 % RHED- Dok Name of the Constituency 144, FALTA (GEN) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
SCR-26- |RC forthe Supply Name of the candidate ABDUR RAZZAK MOLLA and so on
CAP- Il & v g ; . ; i . ;
NGBIN gi?}ﬂirsﬂﬂ?ﬂning of new * In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
ntrylBwheelar] track H { H - chE
Telaing trale nischins in place of name of Constituency. Signature of office bearer of the Political Part
for IR g F
BE25TVTE3 |Procurement of Spares {Sﬂura"f Ghﬂsh}
for Track Machines General Secretary
H257347T |5 f 150 =q. hil :
: g Ll West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

irradiation/chamical

¢ . c - CUMNG process
: : 3B261331 [Screw I‘_-‘tr:nupllng |
m =h m | LH265345 trﬁgg hﬁl;lgdﬂiiﬂerﬂadenﬂﬁ
[ [} o o 31260007 g:ahﬂi[z_?r. link for Vande
Q H * o 31261023 a::;:;;ﬂrzlmgeming far Fﬂl’l‘l’lﬂt c - ?
z 5 o ;g::;?: imk?ﬁﬂrﬂ'a!i . (for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
0265282 p:;fu;nfﬁn;,a;iﬂ Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
mfy curamer
: < m e ﬁfiﬁ?aﬂfem — for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates
— ° m for Track Machines (As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
= - o ety e Seereste [ natition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
m = WERIGE [ srpnancing | Fashing Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
o o N m AR | W VT Dl Pl Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
1) < 45201005 Bind Socket ___ Name of State/UT : WEST BENGAL
ol .E. E. S Nodivon 2 1o S; zgé:g%_ugzﬁ sinotz| | (1) Name of the Constituency : 142, MAGRAHAT WEST ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
an dl.235 048 2026, M, an
m : : m AE-ZH04:6078; 15k o B4 o Name of the candidate . ABDUL MAJID HALDER
n 6. * u:jn'.u_:t'.zﬂza'. SL.N6.08 to 120n S| No "
N (0 iy | T ol
e : < 06.05.2026. SL.No.19 o 22 on ot -
< Srdoais M Mot S o ) a. | Nature of the offences - COMPLAINT CASE
m E m m g FLNOARO.N 0 b. | Case No.  C-372/24
N n = There/re Oher Tondrs Hoving. c. | Name of the Court ' JM. 1ST COURT, DIAMOND HARBOUR
. s BT Q Plasse Vit oy Webstabovs, d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
rincipal Chief Materials Mana 1
Q m iy 4o e. | Date of conviction, if any - NOT APPLICABLE
m .:E;i::T:férfi"ﬂg;if;ﬂrfg”ﬁi f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
tender documents, |
N B e Any other information required to be given | NOT APPLICABLE

www. scr.indianra Itl'l".':l}' 5.4 ov.in

g
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
"IVlPORTANT" achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning

"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

Whilst careis taken priorto 3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal ' The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social

. antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
acoeptance of advertising more than 100 words)

COpy HSTOLpOSSDEIOVEY | |\ ¢ the Constituency 142, MAGRAHAT WEST ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
ts contents. The Indian | | Name of the candidate ABDUL MAJID HALDER and so on

Express (P) Limited cannot * In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

- in place of name of Constituency.
Dehel respon3|b|eforsuch : % Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

contents, nor for any lossor (Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

damag?incurrledasaresqm West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
ransactions with companies,

associations or individuals
aclvertising IntS newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in-any
manner whatsoeve.
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FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning

"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency: 50 MALDA (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate BHUPENDRA NATH HALDER and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS m —~
*Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026 z %
Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL o
(1) Name of the Constituency : 50, MALDA (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY m -
Name of the candidate . BHUPENDRA NATH HALDER O
Sl. No U
1 | Criminal antecedents (1,
a. | Nature of the offences unlawful assembly, causing simple hurt, criminal force against O
a woman, mischief, causing damage to national highways z E
b. | Case No. 1.GR-269/15; 2. GR-2534/8: 3. GR - 21327 3 A
c. | Name of the Court 1. LD. CJM, MALDA COURT "y
2. LD. CJM, MALDA COURT =9
3. LD. JM, 1ST COURT, MALDA 7
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO =
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE N g
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE w =1

g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE Q

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

ith
ism.

FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party) : Tu
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons :
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates °
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt =
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011) .E -
Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS °
Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026 om==
Name of State/UT - WEST BENGAL m
(1) Name of the Constituency . 135-MANDIRBAZAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY >
Name of the candidate . CHAND SARADER omm
SI. No )
1 | Criminal antecedents m
a. | Nature of the offences WRONGFUL RESTRAINT, GRIVEOQUS HURT BY .9

DANGEROUS WEAPONS, ATTEMPT TO MURDER,

t

| get the inside information and

get inside the information.

Inform your op

CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION 7))

b. | Case No. 1.Mandirbazar P.S. Case No. 155/2019 Q)
2. Mandirbazagr PS Case no. 214/2019 >

c. | Name of the Court 1. Fast Track 3rd Court, Diamond Harbour :
I

2. JM, 1st Court Diamond Harbour.
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

g

2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning

"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 135-MANDIRBAZAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate CHAND SARADER and so on
* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

in place of name of Constituency. Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

» ' » A
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for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party
*Name of the Election

Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
nformation regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

(1) Name of the Constituency : 157 - METIABRUZ ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate - MD. MUKHTAR
SI. No

" a. | Nature of the offences

" b. | Case No. | 1, New Market PS Case no. 36/2025.

Criminal antecedents |
Obstructing in public way, causing assault, using force to deter
a public servant, rioting and attempt to murder with arms,
possession of arms without license, causing hurt with dangerous

weapon.

2. Gardenreach PS Case no. 149/2024
3. Bidhannagar PS Case No. 3105/2022
4. Gardenreach PS Case No. 51/2021
5. SC 37(8)/2025

6. Hare Street PS Case No. 36/2025

7. ST 3(5)16

8. C.G.R. 2652/2017

9. C.G.R. 5053/2016

10. Gardenreach PS Case No. 214/2012
11. Gardenreach PS Case No. 03/2012
12. Metiabruz Police Case No. 88/2011
13. C.G.R. 271/2010

14. Gardenreach PS Case No. 03/2010
15. Gardenreach PS Case No. 01/2010
16. Metiabruz PS Case No. 100/2009
17. B.G.R. 823/2005

18. Gardenreach PS Case No. 02/1995

1.CJM AT CALCUTTA

2. CIM AT ALIPORE

3. ACJM AT BIDHANNAGAR
4. CIM AT ALIPORE
5.8th FTC AT ALIPORE
6. CJM AT CALCUTTA

7. 1STADJ AT ALIPORE
8. 3RD JM AT ALIPORE
9. 7TH JM AT ALIPORE
10. CIM AT ALIPORE

11. CJM AT ALIPORE

12. ACJM AT ALIPORE
13. 3RD JM AT ALIPORE
14. CJM AT ALIPORE

15. CJM AT ALIPORE

16. ACJM AT ALIPORE
17. 2ND JM AT ALIPORE
18. CJM AT ALIPORE

c. | Name of the Court

d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO

e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning

"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate Has A Very Good Potential And Has A Social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | Standing And Acceptability Throughout The Assembly
more than 100 words)

¥

Name of the Constituency 157 - METIABRUZ ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate MD. MUKHTAR and so on

in place of name of Constituency.

In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

"IMPORTANT"

Ot
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necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or

nerwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
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FormatC -7
(for palitical parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 215 - KHEJURI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate ASIT PRAMANIK

Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents

MNature of the offences

llegal possession of arms/ammunition, unlawful assembly, rash
handling of fire or combustible materials, criminal force against
a woman

indianexpress.com

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

b. | Case No. TALPATI COSTAL PS CASE No. 190/2023

c. | Name of the Court CONTAI SUB DIVISIONAL COURT, PURBA MEDINIPUR
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO

e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE

g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

2

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
chance of winning

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

S TheIndian EXPRESS

more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 215 - KHEJURI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate ASIT PRAMANIK and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

ith

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedenis could not be selected as candidates
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

inionw

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 14 — MADARIHAT (ST) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate JOY PRAFULLA LAKRA

Sl. No

Criminal antecedents
a | Nature of the offences

Unlawful assembly, disturbing peace and tranquillity, damaging
public property, criminal force against a public servant, theft

O
O
-
©
i)
»
e
-
v
Q
»
O
O
—
O

over sensation.
Inform your op
credible journalism.

b Ic | 1. GR. NO. 817/2022
BN 2" GR.698/2023
3. GR. 1636/2023
4. NGR 159/2026
1. LD. ACJM, ALIPURDUAR
G |Nameorihe-Lou 2" LD ACJM. ALIPURDUAR
3. LD. ACJM, ALIPURDUAR
4. Executive Magistrate, Malbazar, Alipurduar
d [Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No
e |Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications,
2 |achievements and merit of the candidate, and not
mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
words)

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly
constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
a very good chance of winning

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 14 — MADARIHAT (ST) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate JOY PRAFULLA LAKRA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

in place of name of Constituency. Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

» . » A
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FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party :
Name of the Election ;

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL
(1) Name of the Constituency 110, DUM DUM UTTAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate DHANANJAY MOITRA
Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents
a. | Nature of the offences Rioting with weapon, unlawful assembly, voluntarily causing
simple hurt, criminal force against a woman with the intent to
outrage her modesty, wrongful restraint, criminal defamation
b. | Case No. 1. 179/2011
2. 253/2013
c. | Name of the Court 1. LD. JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE, BARRACKPORE
2. LD. JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE, BARRACKPORE
Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 110, DUM DUM UTTAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate DHANANJAY MOITRA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party
Name of the Election

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL
(1) Name of the Constituency 128, BASANTI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate GOPINATH NAIYA
Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents
a. | Nature of the offences Domestic Violence
b. | Case No. GR 1588/18
c. | Name of the Court Ld. ACJM 1ST COURT AT BARUIPUR
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 128, BASANTI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate GOPINATH NAIYA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

-.- A

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
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individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
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FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

4

2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the qualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
chance of winning

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not

2 N
©

3 L -
Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS & )
Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026 & z <
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL Q m o
(1) Name of the Constituency 129, KULTALI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY E- -
Name of the candidate RUPA HALDAR x x @
51 No 0 <
1 | Criminal antecedents : m LE}

a. | Nature of the offences Wrongful restraint, Voluntarily causing grievous hurt, criminal 1] :
intimidation onm >
b. | Case No. 1593/25 ge, v
c. | Name of the Court Ld. ACJM, Baruipur, South 24 Parganas .E <
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO Z
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE g
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE M ®)
Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE Q.): G

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

more than 100 words)

o
Name of the Constituency 129, KULTALI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate RUPA HALDAR and so on m
* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned m ﬁ
in place of name of Constituency. | y
Signature of office bearer of the Political Party t o -
(Sourav Ghosh) m i
General Secretary o o= O
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee m m ; (b
- - 2
= O N
FormatC -7 m : ‘= QO
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platiorms &website of the party) o .E Q.
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons > Q. o
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates x
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt m m ° m
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
Name of Political Party * INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ) = &
Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026 m ° e
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL m -
(1) Name of the Constituency 16, MAYNAGURI SC ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY x S >' |-
Name of the candidate JOGEN SARKAR E L
Sl No ° ° i
1 | Criminal antecedents ° h s m
a. | Nature of the offences Wrongful restraint, voluntarily causing simple hurt, criminal m (Pt 'a
intimidation S - -
b. | Case No. Mal PS Case No. 425/13 _ -Q S omm p
c. | Name of the Court Ld. JM 3rd COURT
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 16, MAYNAGURI SC ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate JOGEN SARKAR and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concermned

in place of name of Constituency.
Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

| . » A
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We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata



THE INDIAN EXPRESS SATURDAY, APRIL 11,2026 31

FormatC-7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons ."l ~|
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates Q :-
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt - 0
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011) ~
Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS — -
*Name of the Election : WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026 D Q
Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL .
(1) Name of the Constituency : 161 BALLYGUNGE ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY - QD
Name of the candidate . ROHAN MITRA Q- -
)
Sl. No Q) M
1 | Criminal antecedents = >
a. | Nature of the offences Intimidation to simple hurt, criminal intimidation -~ ©
3 -
b. | Case No. 68/23 —~ ()
c. | Name of the Court LD. CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE, Alipore () n
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO E Sn
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE (Q
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE g
Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE P
o

g

2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning

"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate Has A Very Good Potential And Has A Social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | Standing And Acceptability Throughout The Assembly
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 161 BALLYGUNGE ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate ROHAN MITRA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
In place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party : INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

*Name of the Election : WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT : WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 189 - CHANDANNAGAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate : RATAN KMAR GOLDER

Sl. No

1 |Criminal antecedents
a |Nature of the offences Criminal force agfainst a woman with intention to outrage her
modesty, criminal intimidation

| "Case no. _ 111!2[:42@
Name of the Court CHANDANNAGAR COURT, HOOGHLY

Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No
Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, cnnstimen? and is associated with various social work. He has

2 |achievements and merit of the candidate, and not a very good chance of winning

merg ;'winnabi[ity" at the polls (not more than 100

words

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal| The Candidate Has A Very Good Potential And Has A Social
3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | Standing And Acceptability Throughout The Assembly
more than 100 words)
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Name of the Constituency 189 - CHANDANNAGAR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate RATAN KMAR GOLDER and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
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FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

*Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 44 GAZOLE (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate PREM CHOWDHURY

SI. No

Criminal antecedents
a |Nature of the offences

Domestic Violence, Political Issue and force to deter public
servant from discharge his duty, wrongful restraint, illegal
possession of firearms, rioting, voluntarily causing simple hurt,
attempt to commit culpable homicide not amounting to murder

indianexpress.com

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

b |Case no. 1. Gazole PS Case No. 599/24
2. Gazole PS Case No. 349/24
3. Gazole PS Case No. 20/15
| - 4. Gazole PS Case No. 18/15
¢ |Name of the Court 1. Chief Judicial Magistrate, Malda
2. Chief Judicial Magistrate, Malda
3. Chief Judicial Magistrate, Malda
4. Chief Judicial Magistrate, Malda
d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) |No
e |Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is exiremely popular in the assembly
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, | constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
2 |achievements and merit of the candidate, and not|a very good chance of winning

S TheIndian EXPRESS

mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
words)

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 44, GAZOLE (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate PREM CHOWDHURY and so on
* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

in place of name of Constituency. Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

The Candidate Has A Vequmd Potential And Has A Social
Standing And Acceptability Throughout The Assembly

ith

inionw

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in

contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
*Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

139 — CANNING PURBA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
SABIR ALI SARDAR

(1) Name of the Constituency
Name of the candidate

SI. No

O
O
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over sensation.
Inform your op
credible journalism.

Criminal antecedents
a |Nature of the offences

Forgery, cheating, voluntarily causing simple hurt and grievous
hurt, wrongful restraint, theft, criminal breach of trust

1. BGR 4464/12
2. BGR 3913/19
3. 40/18

1. Ld. JM 1st Court, Alipore
2. Ld. JM 5th Court, Alipore
3. Ld. CJM at Barasat

b |Case no.

¢ | Name of the Court

d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No

e |Date of conviction, if any 'NOT APPLICABLE
f |Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications,
2 | achievements and merit of the candidate, and not
mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
words)

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
3 | antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 139 — CANNING PURBAASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate SABIR ALI SARDAR and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
In place of name of Constituency.

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly
constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
a very good chance of winning

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
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We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

SATURDAY, APRIL 11,2026 33

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL
(1) Name of the Constituency : 78, TEHATTAASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate . JYOTIRMOY SARKAR
'Sl. No|
| 1 | Criminal antecedents
a. | Nature of the offences causing damage to property, voluntarily causing simple hurt,
criminal intimidation, house tresspass
b. | Case No. 1. GR 1068/14
2. GR 1147/08
c. | Name of the Court 1. JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE, TEHATTA

_ 2. JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE, TEHATTA
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO

e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. Details of punishment undergone, if any “NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency

shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability” at the polls (not more than 100 words)

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 78, TEHATTA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate JYOTIRMOY SARKAR and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party - INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

*Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency : 109 - KHARDAHA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate . JAYDEB GHOSH

'SI. No|

Criminal antecedents

| Nature of the offences With a common intention criminal trespass and -\It:iluntaﬁi-y causing
simple hurt

| Case No. 861/16
Name of the Court BARRACKPORE COURT.

Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

_Detalts of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2

L I N

— | oo |o

The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning

"winnaoility" at the polls (not more than 100 words)

3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 109 - KHARDAHA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate JAYDEB GHOSH and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
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Format C-7 S|
(for Political Parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms No.
| _ Bwessieorihe pary) b. | Case No. 26. ARS, DD Hare Street P.S., Case No. 59
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected Dt: 14.01.12, GR No-191/12

as candidates, along with the reasons for such selection, as also as to why other
individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.

(As perthe Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020

U/S: 385/506 IPC (TF to ARS DD 01.02.12)
27. ARS, DD Hasting P.S., Case No. 15,

of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt petition(C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) Dt-09/01/14
no. 536 of 2011) U/S; 387/427/506(ii)/34 IPC GR No-87/14
Name of the Political Party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP) 28. ARS, DD Hasting P.S., Case No. 553
*Name of the Election . GENERAL ELECTION TO THE LEGISLATIVE Dt: 13.10.16
ASSEMBLY-2026, WEST BENGAL U/S: 387/341/323/504/506/34 |PC

Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL 29. ARS, DD Hasting P.S., Case No. 119

(1) Name of the Constituency : 158, KOLKATA PORT Dt: 03.02.12

Name of the Candidate - RAKESH SINGH U/S: 385/114 IPC & 25 & 27 Arms Act

Sl. 30. ARS, DD Hasting P.S., Case No. 107
No. Dt: 19.02.15, GR N0-398/15

U/S: 307/34 IPC
31. Bhawanipore P.S., Case No. 324

1. Criminal antecedents

a. | Nature of the Offences Felonious Dated: 22 07 18 GR No-3090/18
b. | Case No. 1. Entally P.S., Case No. 216 dt. 29.08.25 U/S: 324/506/34 IPC
U/S: 329(4)/109/326/115(2)/118(1)/126(2)/ 32. Ekbalpore P.S., Case No. 270 Dt: 02.07.08

79/351(2)/324(6)/3(5) BNS R/W 25/27A/ Act
2. Anandapur /ARS DD P.S., Case No. 286

U/S: 148/149/332/354 IPC

dt. 23/9/25 33. Ekbalpore P.S., Case No. 268 Dt: 28.06.08
U/S: 61(2)/1318(4)/316(2)/336(2)/340(2)/ U/S: 143/188 IPC
329(4)/305/351(3) BNS 34. Ekbalpore P.S., Case No. 111 Dt: 17.02.18
3. Metiabruz P.S., Case No. 118 dt. 8/6/2025 U/S: 143/149/283 IPC
U/S: 192/196/299/351/352/353(1) (b) 35, Ekbalpore P.S., Case No. 222 Dt: 27.04.16
1'"353{1 }(E]f355{2}EN5 U/S: 188 IPC
4. Jadavpur P.S., Case No0.133 dt.01/09/2025 36. Ekbalpore P.S., Case No. 277 Dt: 16/5/16
Wis A1) galekoat () 11901 M08 U/S: 143/149/283 IPC GR No-22(36) 16
127(2)/304(4)/318(4)/338/61(2) BNS and
05127 Armie Act 37. Entally P.S., Case No. 17 Dt: 19.01.17
5. Kasba P.S., Case No.501 dt.27/10/25 EJ’Si 354:5*3’5 ()34 IPC & 25 (1B)(a)
U/S: 79/351(2)/121(1)/3(5) BNS thcle

6. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 154, 38. g?ﬁj;?;tg.s., Case No. 108 Dt: 19.02.15

dated- 26.07.2024 .
U/S: 353/506 (ii) IPC & 379/511 IPC

U/S: 126(2)/115(2)/351(2) BNS 39 H Street P.S., C No. 720 Dt; 11.12.15
7. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 113 dt.09.05.2025 - hare otreet F.o., Lase NO. o i W
U/S: 143/149/283 IPC

U/S: 353(2)/299/302 BNS
8. Alipore P.S., Case No. 144 dt. 16.11.2025 40. Hare Street P.S., Case No. 199 Dt: 02.04.16
U/S: 283/188 IPC

U/S: 61(2)/329(4)/238/304(2)/74/118(1)/

189(2)(4) BNS R/w 25/27 Arms Act 41. Hare Street P.S., Case No. 457 Dt: 10.07.13
9. Kasba P.S., Case No. 286 dt.27/6/25 U/S: 143/149/188/283 IPC

U/S: 285/3(5) BNS 42. Hastings P.S., Case No. 111 dated 26.03.16
10. Hare Street P.S., Case No. 178 dated- U/S: 188 IPC

09.08.2025 43. Hastings P.S., Case No. 16 Dt: 09.01.14

U/S: 285/223/189(2)/3(5) BNS U/S: 341/323/506/34 |PC
. Q{Ij;pg%gz% Case No. 182 dated- 44, Hastings P.S., Case No. 31 Dt: 15.02.18

U/S: 143/283/109 IPC
45. Hastings P.S., Case No. 09, dt-06/01/14
U/S: 341/323 IPC read with 3(i)(x) of

U/S: 25/29/35 Arms Act
12. Alipore P.S., Case No. 182, Dt: 11.08.07

U/S: 147/148/149/324/307 IPC SC & ST (Prevention of Atrocities of 1989)
13. Alipore P.S., Case No. 187, Dt: 20.09.06 No-01/14
U/S: 147/148/323/427/188 IPC GR No- 46. Karaya P.S., Case No. 75 Dt: 16.03.07

2343/06 merged with C/No. 13, Dt:

18.01.07, U/S-148/448/427/324/452/506/34 U/S: 148/149/332/353/506 1i/307 1PC

IPC GR No-184/07 47. Karaya P.S., Case No. 20 Dt: 12.01.19
14. Alipore P.S., Case No. 186, Dt; 15.08.07 U/S: 147/148/149/448/323/427 IPC &
U/S: 143/188 IPC oladiis
15. Alipore P.S., Case No. 288 Dt: 05.12.10 48 yte“fgﬁ‘ggﬂz”f /N Cell DD P.S., Case No. 65
UI_S: 147/323/354/427 1PC U/S: 21(b)/29 NDPS Act since added 27A
16. Alipore P.S., Case No. 56, Dt: 20.02.12 NDPS Act
U/S: 143/149/283 IPC 49. Shakespeare Sarani P.S., Case No. 58
17. Alipore P.S., Case No. 190 Dt: 06.06.12 Dt: 27.02.18
U/S: 341/323/506/114 IPC U/S: 506 IPC
18. Alipore P.S., Case No. 288 Dt: 29.06.2016 50. Shakespeare Sarani P.S., Case No. 283
U/S: 341/323/506/114 IPC Dt: 11.09.17
19. Alipore P.S., Case No. 49 Dt: 20.02.11 U/S: 387 IPC
U/S: 341/332/506 |PC 51. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 67, Dt. 11.03.10
20. Alipore P.S., Case No. 205, Dt: 24.08.17 U/S: 341/323/506 (ii) IPC
U/S: 143/149/386/420/120B IPC & Sec. 4 52. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 183, dt-06.07.10
of West Bengal Medicare service persons U/S: 147/149/323/427 IPC

and Medicare service institutions

(Prevention of violence and Damage to 53. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 157, dt-25.08.11

properties) Act, 2009 U/S: 509/34 IPC GR NO-3079/11

21. Alipore P.S., Case No. 58, Dt: 17.02.18 54. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 177, dt. 22.07.16
U/S: U/S-341/283/34 IPC U/S: 448/427/380/506(ii)/120B IPC

22. Alipore P.S., Case No. 68 Dt: 27.02.18 55. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 202, dt. 15.10.11
U/S: 353/283/120B IPC U/S: 341/323/114 IPC

23. Alipore P.S., Case No. 219 Dt: 10.09.17 56. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 177, dt. 21/05/09
U/S: 186/353/307/212/34 IPC U/S: 341/323/114 IPC

24. Alipore P.S., Case No. 189 Dt: 6/6/12 57. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 295, dt. 14/09/09
U/S: 143/149/427/506 IPC U/S: 147/148/149/324/427 |PC

25. Amherst St. P.S., Case No. 133 Dt. 14.05.19 58. Watgunge P.S., Case No. 296, dt. 14/09/09
U/S: 147/148/149/353/254/341/323/324/ U/S: 387/114 IPC

427/448/436 IPC, 33 SPDP Act
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Sl.

No.

Sl

No.

.| Case No.

99.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

1.

T2.

73.

4.

75.

76.

s

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 152, dt. 30/05/10
U/S: 341/323 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 41, dt. 15.02.17
GR No. 681/17

U/S: 143/147/149/448/342/504/506(ii) IPC,
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 72, dt. 23.03.17
U/S: 143/288/341 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 86, dt. 18.05.19
U/S: 364/307/332/353/506/427/34 IPC
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 171, dt. 03.11.22
U/S: 341/323/324/114/387 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 44, dt. 25.02.23
U/S: 324/114 IPC r/w 25/27 Arms Act
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 123, dt. 14.08.22
U/S: 324/114 IPC r/w 25/27 Arms Act
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 116, dt. 25.09.20
U/S: 65/347/506/34 IPC

Bowbazar P.S., Case No. 77, dt. 15/02/05
U/S: 307/341 IPC & 25(1B)(a)/27 Arms Act

Kasba / ARS DD P.S., Case No. 499,
dt. 27/10/25

U/S: 35(5)/329(2)/124(1)/124(2)/311/109(2)
BNS r/w 25/27 Arms Act

South Port P.S., Case No. 233,
dt. 10/12/2019

U/S: 147/149/353/283 IPC
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 04 dt.02/1/2001

U/S: 302 IPC r/w 25(1B)(a)/27 Arms Act -
Charge Sheeted - 11.07.01

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 108 dt.13/06/2011
U/S: 323/354/114/504 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 25 dt.07/02/2005
U/S: 323/324/325/307/436/201/34 IPC
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 37 dt.16/03/2006
U/S: 326/114 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 242 dt.07/11/2007
U/S: 333 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 44 dt.20/02/2012

U/S: 341/323/506(11)/34 IPC & 25/27 Arms
Act

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 06 dt.05/01/2013
U/S: 307/34 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 326
dt. 23/08/2013

U/S: 147/148/149/324/379/427 IPC
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 363 dt.30/11/2015
U/S: 323/341/354/379/506 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 67, Dt. 25.03.16
U/S: 188 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 12,
Dt. 01.02.2020

U/S: 153A/295A IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 109,
Dt. 09.07.2022

U/S: 341/323/506/114 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 120,
Dt.13.08.2022

U/S: 341/324/307/34 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 179,
Dt.15.11.2022

U/S: 324/114 IPC
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 17, Dt.29.01.2023
U/S: 326/354/427/506/114 |IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 50, Dt.
04.03.2023

U/S: 307/326/324/354/506/504/34 IPC

Watgunge P.S., Case No. 96,
Dt. 04.03.2023

U/S: 307/326/324/354/506/504/34 IPC
Watgunge P.S., Case No. 180 dt. 16.11.22
U/S: 448/420/467/468/471/120B IPC
Hastings P.S., Case No. 1 dt. 01/01/2016

U/S: 279/337/338/427 IPC Since Amended
U/S- 279/304A/337/427 IPC

Alipore P.S., Case No. 106 dt. 06.09.19

U/S: 341/323/506/384/385/34 IPC & West
Bengal Medicare Service persons &
Medicare Service Institutions (Prevention of

Violence and Damage to property Act,
2009)

Shakespeare Sarani P.S., Case No. 369
Dt: 18.08.10

U/S: 143/283 IPC

Name of the Court

ACJM, Sealdah
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN
ACJM, Alipore
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN

. NOT KNOWN

. CJM, Alipore

. CJM, Alipore

. CJM, Alipore

. Alipore CJM

. JM, Alipore

. NOT KNOWN

. 1.JM, Alipore

.2 JM, Alipore

. Alipore CJM

. CJM, Alipore

. 7 JM, Alipore

. 9 JM, Alipore

. CJM, Alipore

. NOT KNOWN

. ACJM-II, Kolkata

. CMM, Calcutta

. CMM, Calcutta

. CJM, Kolkata

. CMM Calcutta

. CMM Calcutta

. 1M, Alipore

. CJM, Alipore

. CJM Alipore

. 5 JM, Alipore

. 7 JM, Alipore

.7 JM, Alipore

. ACJM, Sealdah

.4 JM, Alipore

. NOT KNOWN

. NOT KNOWN

. 3 JM, Kolkata

. CMM

. CMM

. CMM

. CMM

. ALIPUR CJM

. 6 JM, Alipore

.4 ADJ, Alipore

. CMM

.4, JM, Kolkata

. NOT KNOWN

. CJM, Alipore

. ALIPUR CJM

. 1 JM, Alipore

.1 JM, Alipore

. CJM Alipore

. NOT KNOWN

. NOT KNOWN

. Alipur CJM

.7 JM, Alipore

. 2 JM, Alipore

. DJ, Alipore

. CJM, Alipore

. Alipur CJM

. CJM, Alipore

. 9 JM, Alipore

. CMM Calcutta

. ACJM, Alipore

. 1.JM, Alipore

. Alipur CJM

. NOT KNOWN

. Alipur CJM

. Alipur CJM

. Alipur CJM

. Alipur CJM

. NOT KNOWN

.4 JM, Alipore
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Sl. Sl.
No. No.
c. | Name of the Court 78. ALIPUR CJM 2 The reasons for the selection | All the criminal cases registered against the
79.7 JM, Alipore of the candidate, Selection| candidate are politically motivated. The party
' ' shall be with reference to the | inclined to choose him as a fit candidate for
80. ALIPUR CJM gualifications, achievements | Legislative Assembly as he has longstanding
81. CJM, Alipore and merit of the candidate, | association with the party. He has got a long time
82. CJM, Alipore and not mere"winnability” at| attachment in the social and cultural field in the
' . the polls (not more than| constituency.
83. CJM, Alipore 100 words)
84. CJM, Alipore . , |
: 3. | Reason as to why other| All the criminal cases registered against the
85. CJM, Alipore individuals without criminal | candidate are politically motivated. The party
86. CJM, Alipore antecedents could not be| inclined to choose him as a fit candidate for
87. CJM, Alipore selected as candidates (not Legisl;tiye Afssembly as he has Iﬂngstanc_ling
88. CMM more than 100 words) association with the party. He has got a long time
' attachment in the social and cultural field in the
89. CJM, Alipore constituency.
R LN *In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by
d. | Whether charges have No MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of Constituency.
been framed or not Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Yes/No)
e. | Date of conviction, if any| Not Applicable
f. | Details of punishment Not Applicable l
undergons, If ay Shashi Agnihotri
g. | Any other information No State General Secretary
WEST BENGAL
Format C-1 Si Details about cases
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) No Pending criminal cases of conviction
: for criminal offences
Declaration about criminal cases - —
‘ | Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP Case No. concerned and Court | of offence(s)
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011. Ngme of and brief & date(s) 2
ourt status St ;
Name and address of candidate : DADHIRAM RAY of Case description of of punishment
Vill: 147 Bhotbari, PO.- Bhotbari, PS.- Mekligan, offence(s) order(s) imposed
Dist.- Coochbehar, West Bengal, Pin- 735301 8 |Jm G.R Case No U/S. 341 323 427 NOT NOT
Name of political party BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP) Mekhliganj | 13/2014 506,34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
(Independent candidates should write Charges have Offences under
"Independent” here) not been framed | IPC
Name of Election GENERAL ELECTION TO THE LEGISLATIVE 9 |ACIM CR.Cass No U/S. 147 148 341 NOT NOT
ASSEMBLE-2026, WEST: BENGAL Mekhliganj | 668/2014 325,307 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
*Name of Constituency 1, MEKLIGANJ (SC) Charges have Offences under
|, DADHIRAM RAY (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned election, not been framed | IPC
declare for public information the following details about my criminal antecedents: 10. | c.am G.R. Case No. |147.148.149 186.3 NOT NOT
- Detalls about cases Jalpaiguri | 5102/2015 569#323,325,?6 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
No Pending criminal cases of conviction Charges have ONcas Lner
' for criminal offences not been framed | IPC
Casa No Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description 11. | J.M., G.R. Case No. |U/S. 147,148,325, NOT NOT
' concerned and Court | of offence(s) Mekhliganj | 272/2015 379,354 offences |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Name of and .
brief & date(s) & Charges have under IPC
Court status S .
description of of punishment not been framed
of Case :
offence(s) order(s) imposed
12.|A.C.JM., |G.R.Case No. |U/S. 143,186,189, NOT NOT
1. | .M, G.R Case No. U/S 188,143,148, NOT NOT Mekhliganj | 587/2018 353,427 .34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Mekliganj | 439/2013 149, 186,353,323, |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Charges have Offences under
Charges have 325 not been framed | IPC
not been framed | Offences under IPC
13.[A.C.UM., |G.R.Case No. |U/S. 143,283,290, NOT NOT
“ A'C",]'M‘. B GemaiNay | Hin RS TA0EEN, gl el Mekhliganj | 503/2018 506 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Mekliganj | 440/2013 325 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Chaitds Fais Bftancas urdar
Charges have Offences under "9 o v IPC
not been framed |IPC hot been framed
3. |ACJM, |GR.CaseNo. |U/S.143325427, | NOT NOT 14.|ACJM, |GR.CaseNo. |U/S. 341323324, | NOT NOT
Mekliganj | 272/2013 506, APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Mekhliganj | 444/2018 325, 354, 506, 34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Charges have | Offences under Charges have | Offences under
not been framed | IPC not been framed | IPC
4. |A.CJM, |G.R.CaseNo. [U/S 143,341,186, NOT NOT 15.| A.CJM., |G.R. Case No. |U/S. 126(2), NOT NOT
Mekliganj | 233/2013 506 offences under | APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE Mekhliganj | 550/2024 117(2), 118(2), APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Charges have |IPC Charges have | 109(2), 3(5)
not been framed not been framed | Offences under
5 |ACJM., |G.R.CaseNo. |U/S.143,427,506 NOT NOT BNS
igani | 164/2013 Offences under
Mekhligan; Charges have e APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE 16.| ACJIM. |GR. CaseNo. |U/S.329(3)118(2), NET NOT
not been framed Mekhliganj | 551/2024 117(2),303 (2),3(5) |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Charges have Offences under
6. | AC.JM., | G.R.Case No. [U/S.141/147,148, NOT NOT not been framed | BNS
Mekhliganj | 620/2014 149, 341,447,323, |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Charges have 326,307, 379 17.|A.C.UM., |G.R. Case No. [U/S. 329(3),321(3), NOT NOT
not been framed | Offences under IPC Mekhliganj | 559/2024 224(2),132 (2),3(5) |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Charges have Offences under
7. |ACJUM., |GR.CaseNo. |UIS.341,32334 NOT NOT | =
Mekhliganj | 25/2014 Offences under APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Chat:ges ?EVE y IRG “In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
notbeen Heme MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.
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Format C-1 S| Details about cases
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) No. Pending criminal cases of conviction
Declaration about criminal cases for criminal offences
As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP Case No. Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011. T and W"ﬂi"jmf and &E'ﬂ:"{t ] of ﬂﬁ;"':e(sl
rie dles
Name and address of candidate AJAY RAY Court status o -
. description of of punishment
Ward No.02, Burningghat Road PO and of Case offence(s) order(s) imposed
PS- Dinhata, Dist- Coochbehar, Pin-736135 P
Name of political party BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP) 10. | ACJM -1, [GR NO. 95/22, |U/S - 341, 326, NOT NOT
(Independent candidates should write Dinhata PS- 83/22 307/ 34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
"Independent" here) Dt. 19/2/22 'géenéﬁ ;gii‘?;
Name of Election GENERAL ELECTION TO THE LEGISLATIVE CHAIgESIaE || o) e ém}w
ASSEMBLY-2026, WEST BENGAL not been framed
3/4 DP Act
Name of Constituency 7, DINHATA 11. | ACUM=1. |GR NO. 243/21, |U/S 143, 341, 323, NOT NOT
|, AJAY RAY (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned election, declare Dinhata PS-231/21 325, 307,427, 358 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
for public information the following details about my criminal antecedents: Dt. 7/5/21 Offences under
IPC
S| Details about cases Chtabrges I;EVE d
No Pending criminal cases of conviction i
' for criminal offences 12. | ACIJM =1, |GR NO. 766/23, | U/S - 341, 325, NOT NOT
Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description Dinhata PS-731/23 326, 307, 34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Case No. Dt. 23/12/23 Offences under
concerned and Court | of offence(s)
Name of and . {:hargEE have |PC. RW 25/27
Court status brief & date(s) & tb f d | Arm Act
s description of of punishment RELesn ame
offence(s) order(s) imposed 13. | A.S.J., GR NO. 36/20 U/S - 341, 325, NOT NOT
i i 326, 307, 506, 34
1. |ACIM -1, |GR NO. 579/25, |UIS -189(2), 221/ NOT NOT Dinhata fg;’g“gg_”ﬁ 57 | Oncashae | ] RSN
Dinhata PS- 553/25 224/132/121(1)121 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Dt 20}1 12020 IPC
Dt. 14/11/25. (2) Cﬁarges SR
Charges have Offences under Aot basn framad
not been framed | BNS
2. |ACIM-II, | GRNO.98/24 |U/S-341, 323 NOT NOT 14. | ACIM -, EER f;gé;g”m- ';'ég '333421 -3%2?31 i NOT NOT
Dinhata | PS- 80/24 324,427,506, 34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Dinhata - y 992, 9V, APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Dt. 10/7/23 Offences under
Dt. 15/2/24 RW 9(B)(2)(b)
Charges have IPC, RIW
Charges have Offences under g 25/27 Arm Act
not been framed | IPC not been framed
3. |ACIM- I, | GRNO.97/24, |U/S - 143, 186, NOT NOT 15. | ACIM -1, ESR r;;;mm, Lo aties, 98 NOT NOT
Dinhata | PS-78/24 188, 283, 290, 427, | APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE Dinhata ) S5 ag s o |EHSRPLE] APRERABLE
506 Dt. 16/2/21 :
Dt. 13/2/24 Offences under
Charges have | Offences under Charges have e
not been framed | IPC not been framed
% | AEM =L, | G NG 280128, | =gt aen, hat ol " ?}'Chiimth L Eg_f‘il%;g?fﬂ, gég -33%1 '4:;27"515'05 APPFILJI?ZLBLE APPEELBLE
Dinhata PS-274/23 326, 427, 506, 34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Inhata T
Dt. 03/11/22
Dt. 10/6/23 Offences under Offsnicas iiFdar
Charges have |IPC Charges have IPC
not been framed not been framed
17. | ACIM - |, |GR NO. 412/23, [U/S 447, 341, 323, NOT NOT
5 | Bl =], [GRNO. 174423, | Ll oa/; 32, NOT NOT Dinhata  |DHT PS-376/23 |166,186,188,506, |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Dinhata PS-172/23 307, 506, 120B, 34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Dt. 13/07/23. 34
Dt. 4/4/23 Offences under Charges have Offences under
Charges have L not been framed | IPC
not been framed
18. | ACJM -1, |GR NO. U/S 447,323, NOT NOT
6. [ ACJM—1I, | GR NO. (1) U/S - 341, 323, NOT NOT Dinhata | 1671/13, DHT  |354,34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Dinhata | 91/23, PS- 95/23 | 326, 334, 506, 34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE PS-1583/13 Offences under
Dt. 26/2/23 Offences under Dt. 21/12/13 IPC
Charges have [IPC Charges have
not been framed not been framed
7. | ACJM =1, | GR NO. 427/23, |U/S - 448, 341, NOT NOT 19. | C.J.M., Kotwali P.S. U/S 143, 341, 323, NOT NOT
Dinhata PS- 388/23 323, 379 APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE Cooch Case NO- 325, 326, 307, 506 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Dt. 17/7/23 Offences under Behar 325/2024 Offences under
Charges have |IPC, RW 25/27 dated. 21.3.2024 | IPC Read with
not been framed | Arm Act Charges have ief- 25/27 Arms
not been framed | ACL
8. | ACUM =1 | GR NO. 666/22, |U/S - 341, 323, NOT NOT
Dinhata | PS-597/22 325, 326, 307, 506 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE 20.|C.J.M., |GRCase No.- |U/S189(2), 126(2), NOT NOT
Dt. 4/12/22 IPC Cooch 651/25, Kotwali | 115(2), 117 (2), APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Charges have Behar PS. Case 118(2),324(4),109
not been framed No-334/25 Offences under
Dated 4.4.25. BNS
9. | ACUM -1, | GR NO. 183/21, |U/S - 448, 323, NOT NOT Charges have
Dinhata PS-171/21 379, 354, 427, 34 |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Fok Besr figiiad
Dt. 13/4/21 Offences under
Charges have [IPC *In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
not been framed MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

indianexpress.com

I arrive at a conclusion
not an assumption.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. =i

Inform your opinion with
detailed analysis.

S Thelndian EXPRESS

Kolkata

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE




38 SATURDAY, APRIL11,

2026

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Declaration about criminal cases

Format C-1
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Name of political

Name of Election

As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011.

Name and address of candidate : TAPAN BHUYA

*Name of Constituency . 228, KHARAGPUR

|, TAPAN BHUYA (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned election,
declare for public information the following details about my criminal antecedents:

Vill -Shobanipur Po- Matkatpur,
Ps - Kharagpur Local, Dist - Paschim
Medinipur, Pin 721305

party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,
WEST BENGAL

sl _ o Details ahqut_cases

No Pending criminal cases of conviction
‘ for criminal offences
Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description

Case No.
——. iy cnncen:led and Court of
brief & date(s) | offence(s) &
Court status et .
o o description of of pl._mlshment
offence(s) order(s) imposed

T | Lk Kotwali P.S. U/S-1341/188/34 NOT NOT
C.J.M., Case No. IPC 51(B), APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim | 466/2021, Offences under DM
Medinipur | G.R. No. Act.

2219/2021,
Charges have
not been framed

2. | Ld. Kharagpur Local | U/S-143/147/149/ NOT NOT
C.J.M., P.S. Case No. 332/353/188/431 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim |447/2024 IPC & Sec. 8B of
Medinipur | dated the NH Act Sec., 9

31.05.2024, of the W.B.
Charges have Maintenance Act.
been framed 1972 Sec. 3 of
PDPP
Act 32 of
Offences under
Police Act.

a.. | Lek Kotwali P.S. U/S-143/188/186/ NOT NOT
C.J.M., Case No. 353/332/506/34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim | 234/2022, GR Offences under
Medinipur | No. |.P.C.

1116/2022

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

indianexpress.com

I get the inside
information and get
inside the information.

Inform your opinion with
investigative journalism.
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Format C-1
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal cases

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of
India & Anr.)

Name and address of candidate : TAPAS CHANDRA ROY
Vill-Kushmandi, P.O.-Kushmandi,
P.S.- Kushmandi, Dist.-Dakshin Dinajpur,
Pin-733132, State-West Bengal

Name of political party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here)

Name of Election : GENERAL ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,
WEST BENGAL

*Name of Constituency . 37, KUSHMANDI (SC)

I, Tapas Chandra Roy (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal
antecedents:

| Details about cases
No Pending criminal cases of conviction
for criminal offences

Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
Case No.
concerned and Court | of offence(s)
Name of and brief & date(s) 3
Court statis description of of punishment
of Case offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. |Ld. A.C.J.M. |NGR Case Uu/sS - 32 OF NOT NOT
Gangarampur | No. 1304/20 | POLICE ACT APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
at Buniadpur , | Charges have | Offences under
Dakshin been framed | Police Act
Dinajpur

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.
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CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)

Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST

JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CENTRAL
CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

NORTH

TIS HAZARI COURT : SAI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP : SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) : PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

SOUTH
CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

FARIDABAD (NEELAM FLYOVER) : AID TIME (INDIA)
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811195834, 0129-2412798, 2434654,
FARIDABAD (NIT, KALYAN SINGH CHOWK) : PULSE
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9818078183, 9811502088, 0129-
4166498, FARIDABAD : SURAJ ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810680954, 9953526681, GURGAON : SAMBOD-
HI MEDIA PVT. LTD., Ph.: 0124-4065447, 9711277174,
9910633399, GURGAON : AD MEDIA ADVERTISING & PR,
Ph.: 9873804580, NOIDA (SEC. 29) : RDX ADVERTISING,
Ph.: 9899268321, 0120-4315917, NOIDA (SEC. 65) : SRI
SAlI MEDIA, Ph.: 0120-4216117, NOIDA (SEC. 58) : JAI
LAKSHMI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9873807457, 9911911719
GHAZIABAD (HAPUR ROAD TIRAHA, NR GURUDWARA) :
TIRUPATI BALAJI ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9818373200, 8130640000, 0120-4561000

EDUCATION (IAS & PMT ACADEMIES)

FRIENDS PUBLICITY SERVICE 23287653, 23276901, 9212008155

For CAD enquiries please contact :
ROHIT JOSHI 9818505947, ABHINAV GUPTA 9910035901

For booking classified ads, please contact 011-23702148,
0120-6651215, E-mail : delhi.classifieds@expressindia.com
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FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
*Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL
(1) Name of the Constituency : 284 - DUBRAJPUR SC ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate . SANJOY BYAPARI
Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents
a. | Nature of the offences Wrongful restraint, obstructing in public way, causing damage to
property
b. | Case No. | 216/2023
c. | Name of the Court | LD. ACJM, BOLPUR
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any ' NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnabil |ty at the pc:lls (not more than 100 wr::rtis}
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without ﬂrlmmal The Candidate Has A Very Good Potential And Has A Social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | Standing And Acceptability Throughout The Assembly
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 284 - DUBRAJPUR SC ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate SANJOY BYAPARI and so on

*In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Name of the Election  WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT - WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency : 12 - ALIPURDUARS ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate . MRINMOY SARKAR

SI. No

Criminal antecedents

a. | Nature of the offences Gaming with playcards using money
b. | Case No. Falakata PS Case No. 20/2017
GR 146/2017
c. | Name of the Court Ld. JM 1st COURT, ALIPURDUAR
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency

shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability” at the polls (not more than 100 words)

J | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Mame c:f the Constituency 12 - ALIPURDUARS ASSEMBLY EONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate MRINMOY SARKAR and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

C If' e Indian EXPRESS f
FROM AMNYTHIMNG TO EVERYTHIMNG.
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CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)

Book classified ads at your nearest Express
Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST

PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST

JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

CENTRAL

CHANDNI CHOWK : RAMNIWAS ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810145272, 23912577, 23928577, CONNAUGHT
PLACE : HARI OM ADVERTISING COMPANY Ph.:
9811555181, 43751196

NORTH

TIS HAZARI COURT : SAlI ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811117748
KINGWAY CAMP : SHAGUN ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9818505505, 27458589, PATEL CHEST (OPP. MORRIS
NAGAR POLICE STATION) : MAHAN ADVERTISING & MAR-
KETING, Ph.: 9350304609, 7042590693, PITAMPURA
(PRASHANT VIHAR) : PAAVAN ADVERTISER Ph.:
9311564460, 9311288839, 47057929

SOUTH

CHATTARPUR : A & M MEDIA ADVERTISING, Ph.:
9811602901, 65181100, 26301008, KALKAJI : ADWIN
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811111825, 41605556, 26462690,
MALVIYA NAGAR : POOJA ADVERTISING & MARKETING
SERVICE, Ph.: 9891081700, 24331091, 46568866, YUSUF
SARAI : TANEJA ADVERTISEMENT & MARKETING Ph.:
9810843218, 26561814, 26510090

NCR

FARIDABAD (NEELAM FLYOVER) : AID TIME (INDIA)
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9811195834, 0129-2412/98, 2434654,
FARIDABAD (NIT, KALYAN SINGH CHOWK) : PULSE
ADVERTISING, Ph.: 9818078183, 9811502088, 0129-
4166498, FARIDABAD : SURAJ ADVERTISING & MARKET-
ING, Ph.: 9810680954, 9953526681, GURGAON : SAMBOD-
HI MEDIA PVT. LTD., Ph.: 0124-4065447, 9/11277174,
9910633399, GURGAON : AD MEDIA ADVERTISING & PR,
Ph.: 9873804580, NOIDA (SEC. 29) : RDX ADVERTISING,
Ph.: 9899268321, 0120-4315917, NOIDA (SEC. 65) : SRI
SAI MEDIA, Ph.: 0120-4216117, NOIDA (SEC. 58) : JAI
LAKSHMI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9873807457, 9911911719

GHAZIABAD (HAPUR ROAD TIRAHA, NR GURUDWARA) :
TIRUPATI BALAJI ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9818373200, 8130640000, 0120-4561000

EDUCATION (IAS & PMT ACADEMIES)

FRIENDS PUBLICITY SERVICE 23287653, 23276901, 9212008155

For CAD enquiries please contact :
ROHIT JOSHI 9818505947, ABHINAY GUPTA 9910035901

For booking classified ads, please contact 011-23702148,
0120-6651215, E-mail : delhi.classifieds@expressindia.com
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Format ¢-1 S|, Details about cases
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) No. Pending criminal cases of conviction
- 5 2= for criminal offences
Declaration about criminal cases - —
. Case N Section(s) of Acts| Name of | Description
(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court S coticarned anid Court | of offence(s)
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of ”g'::ﬂ"f f‘a“t" bricf & date(s) )
India &Anr.) :'f C::E description of of punishment
Name and address of candidate : SHRI SUBHENDU SARKAR offence(s) order(s) | imposed
Vill-Bararaghunathpur, PO-Beltalapark 4, | JM 1st Balurghat P.S U/S-341/188/ 278/ NOT NOT
PS-Balurghat, Dist- Dakshin Dinajpur Court, Case No. 290 IPC & 34B APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE
Pin-733103 Dakshin 441/2018 Police Act.
Name of political party . BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP). [E}":ajp‘*r‘]“ t gtﬁ?'192§§?21ﬂa1’ ! géeiﬁs under
(Independent candidates should write “rghe Cha;‘ — '
"Independent” here) beengframe d
Name of Election : GENERAL ELECTION TO THE 5. | CIM(P) |[BalurghatP.S  |U/S - 341/323/34 NOT NOT
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026, Court, Case No. IPC APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
WEST BENGAL Dakshin 170/2018 Offences under
*Name of Constituency . 38, KUMARGANJ Dinajpur, | Dt 30/12/2018, |IPC Act.
) _ _ | Balurghat | GR 396/2018
|, Shri Subhendu Sarkar (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned Charges have
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal been framed
antecedents: 6. | JM 2nd BalurghatP.S |U/S-8Bof NHAct. | NOT NOT
S| Details about cases Court, Case No. 132/19 | Offences under APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE
No. Pending criminal cases of conviction Dakshin | Dt 3.3.2019, IPC Act
for criminal offences Dinajpur, |GR 218/2019
Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description DERINNGE | CRRIDES Gy
Case No. C been framed
Mainis Gf oy concerned and ourt | of offence(s) >
s brief & date(s) 8 . | CIM Court | Balurghat P.S | U/S - 143/188/506 NOT NOT
- s;tztus description of of punishment (Grofile), | Case No. 26/20 |IPC APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE
o ase ﬂ'ﬁE"EE{S} ﬂrder{s} impﬂ,sed Dakﬁhin Et 13+1 ‘EDEG. DﬁEHCEE LII‘IdEI‘
Dinajpur, | GR 62/2020 IPC Act
{:.::.L,""L| Case No. IPC APPLICABLE APPLICABLE not bEEn fI'EITIEd
Dakshin | 419/17, Dt. Offences under IPC 8. |ADJ Court, | Gangarampur | U/S-147/148/149/ NOT NOT
Dinajpur, | 9/10/2017, GR Gangarampur| P.S. 211/2019. | 186/188/332/353/ |APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE
Balurghat | 1207/2017 Buniadpur | Dated 325/326/307 IPC
Charges have 08/06/2019 R/W Sec. 3 of
been framed P.D.P.P. Act. &
. G.R. Case No- | owsec. 8(B) of
. |CIM(P) | BalurghatP.S  |U/S - 147/186/506 NOT NOT 457/2019 NH Act. & R/W sec.
Court, Case No. 168/17 | I.P.C. APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Charges have |4q sM PO Act
Dakshin | dt.11/04/2017, |Offences under IPC not been framed | hfences under
Dinajpur, | GR No. IPC Act
Balurghat | 424/2017 9. |ADJ Court, | Banshihari PS, |U/S - 306/34 NOT NOT
Charges have Gangarampur,| Case No. .P.C. APPLICABLE | APPLICABLE
been framed Buniadpur 87/2018, Offences under
IPC Act
3. [CJM(P) |BalurghatP.S |U/S - 153A/295A/ NOT NOT Dt. 08/06/2018,
Court, Case No. 298/509/34 IPC ~ |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE Sipanial SazeiNe.
Dakshin | 162/18, Offences under IPC 145/2019
Dinajpur, | Dt. 13/5/2018, Charges have
Eialurghat GR 373/2018 not been framed
E;tagi:i :'zﬁe g *In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

Declaration about criminal cases

Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of

India &Anr.)

Name and address of candidate

PRADIP LODHA

Vill-Radhanagar, P.O.-Amlagora, P.S.-
Garhbeta, Dist-Paschim Medinipur,

Pin-721121

Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal cases

India & Anr.)

Name and address of candidate

Name of political party

NILADRI SEKHAR DANA
Kankata, P.O.- Kenduadihi, Dist- Bankura,

Pin - 722102

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court
in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).
(Independent candidates should write

"Independent” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,
WEST BENGAL

Name of political party BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP).

(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE

Name of Election

Name of Election

*Name of Constituency

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,

WEST BENGAL
233, GARBETA

|, Pradip Lodha (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned election, antecedents:
declare for public information the following details about my criminal antecedents: al. Detalls abait caces
S| Details about cases No. Pending criminal cases nf cgnvictiﬂn
No. Pending criminal cases of conviction for criminal offences
for criminal offences — Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
Case No Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description N f e ‘ concerned and Court |of offence(s)
Name of and concerned and Court |of offence(s) gme; tat brief & date(s) &
Court clatié brief & date(s) & ou ;f E::E description of of punishment
of Case description of of punishment offence(s) order(s) | imposed
QUNRCHS) | ApRRs | mposs 1. |Special _ |Kalyani P.S U/S 420/406/1208/ | NOT NOT
el Ui M 1 oo L O e oo I ) o] “|court |FIRNo.  |341PC and 7/7/8/ |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Garhbeta |Case No 107/17 |153A/504/143/147/ |APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE i :
Dt 30.04.2017 149/34 IPC 32/34 (P.C.Act) |241/2022 11/ 13 of Prevention
GR-157/2017 (A) Police Act & 3 4th Court  |Date-20.05.2022 |of Corruption Act
Charges have PDPP Act. Krishnaga |Special Case 1988
not been framed |Offences under Nadia. (P.C.Act)- Offences under IPC
IPC/PDPP/Police 01/2022 & Prevention of
Act Charges have Corruption Act
not been framed

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

epaper.indianekpress-eerm

*Name of Constituency

|, Niladri Sekhar Dana (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal

252, BANKURA

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.
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Declaration about criminal cases

Format C-1

(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)

As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. V's. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011,

Name and address of candidate

Name of political

Name of Election

party

*Name of Constituency

SUBRATA MAITRA (KANCHAN)
72 Exhibition Bagan Road, Gorabazar,
P.O.+P.S.- Berhampore, Dist.- Murshidabad,

Pin- 742101

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here)

GENERAL ELECTION TO THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026,

WEST BENGAL

72, BAHARAMPUR, WEST BENGAL

|, SUBRATA MAITRA (KANCHAN) (name of candidate), a candidate for the above
mentioned election, declare for public information the following details about my
criminal antecedents:

sI. _ o Details ahqut_cases
No Pending criminal cases of conviction
g for criminal offences
c Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
ase No.
e == cuncerqed and Court of
brief & date(s) | offence(s) &
Court status e i 3
of Case description of of pL‘intshment
offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. | JM 3rd Berhampore P.S | U/S-341/323/325/ NOT NOT
Court, Case No- GR 506/35 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Berhamp | No.-105, Offences under
ore, 21/2014 dated |.P.C.
Murshida | 06/01/2014,
bad Charges have
not been framed
2. |JIM, 2nd | Berhampore P.S [U/S-143/323/427/ NOT NOT
Court, Case No- 34/ APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Berhamp | 752/2014, GR Offences under
ore, No.-2946/2014 |I.P.C.
Murshida | Dt. 17/06/2014,
bad Charges have
not been framed
3. | CUM, Berhampore P.S | U/S-341/323/34 NOT NOT
Berhamp | Case No. Offences under APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
ore, 1348/13, GR |.P.C.
Murshida | No.-5169-2013
bad. dt. 19/10/2013,
Charges have
not been framed
4. | JM 3rd Berhampore PS | U/S-341/323/325/ NOT NOT
Court, Case No- 506/35 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Berhamp | 593/2014, GR Offences under
ore, No.-2234/2014 |I|.P.C.
Murshida | dt. 10/05/2014,
bad Charges have
not been framed
5. | CUM Berhampore P.S | U/S-143/323/427/ NOT NOT
Court, Case No- 34/ APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Berhamp | 624/20, GR No.- | Offences under
ore, 2103/2020 .P.C.
Murshida | Dt. 1/07/2020,
bad. Charges have
not been framed
6. | Ld 2nd Berhampore PS | U/S-341/354/509/ NOT NOT
JM Court, | Case No- 506 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Berhamp | 1613/12, GR No-- | Offences under
ore 6269/2013Charg |I.P.C.
es have not
been framed

Format C-1
(for candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV)
Declaration about criminal cases
As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP
(Civil) No. 536 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. V/s. Union of India & Anr.) of 2011.
Name and address of candidate SHRI BIMAN MAHATA
Kanyabali, P.O- Bhimpur, P.S- Salboni,
Dist.- Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721516
Name of political party BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP)
(Independent candidates should write
"Independent” here)
Name of Election GENERAL ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2026, WEST
BENGAL
*Name of Constituency 234, SALBONI
|, SHRI BIMAN MAHATA (name of candidate), a candidate for the above mentioned
election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal
antecedents:
S| Details about cases
Nr.:- Pending criminal cases of conviction
l for criminal offences
Section(s) of Acts | Name of | Description
Case No.
Nsifria of el cnncerl}ed and Court | of offence(s)
Boort fafivgs brief & date(s) &
of Case description of of punishment
offence(s) order(s) imposed
1. |Ld. 4th Salboni P.S U/S 147/148/149/ NOT NOT
JM Court, |Case No. 323 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim [76/2018 , GR Offences under
Medinipur |Case No. 1247/ | IPC
2018
Charges have
not been framed
2. |Ld. 5th JM | Salboni P.S U/S 143/149 /188 NOT NOT
Court, Case No. IPC & 32/34(a) APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim [62/2021, GR Offences under
Medinipur |Case No. 808/ | Police Act.
2021,
Charges have
been framed
3. | Ld. 4th Salboni P.S U/S. 143/188/51(B) NOT NOT
JM Court, |Case No. Offences under APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim [9/2022, G.R. D.M. Act
Medinipur |Case
No0.17846/2022
Charges have
not been
framed
4. |Ld. 3rd JM |Salboni P.S U/S. 341/323/325/ NOT NOT
Court, Case No. 34 APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim [249/2019, G.R. | Offences under
Medinipur |[Case IPC
No0.4228/2019
Charges have
not been framed
5. |Ld. 3rd Goaltore P.S. U/S. 143/145/147/ NOT NOT
ADJ Court,|Case No. 149/186/188/332/3 | APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim [48/2019, G.R. | 33/353/325/323/
Medinipur |No 48/2019 427134
Charges have | Offences under
been framed IPC
6. |Ld. ADJ Special Trail No. | U/S. 341/354/506/ NOT NOT
Court, 23/2021, 34 IPC & Add Sec. | APPLICABLE| APPLICABLE
Paschim |Charges have [ 3(i)(R), 3(1)(s),
Medinipur |not been framed | 3(1)(v) of the SC &
ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act
Offences under
IPC, SC & ST &
Atrocities Act.
*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by
MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of name of constituency.

The Indian Express.

For the Indian Intelligent.
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FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Format C-7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media
platforms & website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases,
who have been selected as candidates. along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without
criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

T e o _ Name of Political Party INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
g\z peg tth?:l ?grgzmz%szlgn ?tﬁlreHcthgls |§sued in gursrttj_ance ?f thc?( *Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
o o i Tor e SUPTETIe S o P Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP (C) no. 536 of 2011) (1) Name of the Constituency 216 - KANTHI DAKSHIN
Name of the Political Party . Indian National Congress Name of the candidate MASUD MALLIK

* Name of the Election : General Election To The

. Sl. No
Legislative Assembly, 2026 T |Crminal anecetents
Name of the State / UT : West Bengal _ a |Nature of the offences Posting of content on social media platform alleged to hurt the
(1) Name of the Constituency : 59 Raghunathganj Assembly religion sentiment of the complainant.
| Constituency b |Caseno. GR 614/2018
NaSTe ofthe candidate : NASIR SAIKH ¢ |Name of the Court LD. JM, 1st Court, Contai Sub Divisional Cour
NG d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No
] ' Criminal antecedents e “Date of conviction, if any ”_.NOT APPLICABLE
a. [Nature of the offences Offences alleged under f | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
sections : . . | .
U/s-186/332/333/353/34 g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
IPC The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, | constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
b. |Case No. P.S CASE NO-249/13 DT 2 |achievements and merit of the candidate, and not| a very good chance of winning
08/04/2013 GR NO-582/13 mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
¢. [Name of the Court 1st JM at JANGIPUR words)
| COURT | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal| The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
d. |Whether charges have 3 antecedentsu%{::uld gct be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
been framed or not (Yes / No more than 100 words)
No.) Name of the Constituency 216 - KANTHI DAKSHIN
= gz::i l‘;f gf”&’;f:ﬁ“m e“;f”y A3 Name of the candidate MASUD MALLIK and so on
" lunderaon : i an No " In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
gone, 1any in place of name of Constituency.
g. |Any other information No

required to be given

2 | The reasons for the selection
of the candidate. Selection
shall be with reference to the
qualifications, achievements
and merit of the candidate,
and not mere “winnability” at
the polls (not more than 100

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

The selected candidate

Is a very sincere and
dedicated party worker,
who has already been on
various important position
of Murshidabad District
Congress.

FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)

words)

Reasons as to why other
individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be
selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

As a sincere and dedicated
party worker he had an
edge over other individuals
considering the fact
whatsoever charges are

Name of Political Party
Name of the Election

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.

(As per the Commission’s directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

alleged in the F.I.R have no Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

substance and are purely (1) Name of the Constituency 15- DHUPGURI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
with a vindictive approach Name of the candidate HARISH CHANDRA ROY

and personal vendetta Sl No

being waged by his political
enemies. The case is long
pending and the party
believes that there will be no

1

Criminal antecedents

d

MNature of the offences

Criminal breach of trust, forgery, Criminal intimidation and
committed by several person, kidnapping, abetment of suicide

adverse outcome against the b | Case no. ;: Bnﬂggm: Eg Eggg Hg: gggy
alleged accused. T T
1. Addl. District Judge, 2nd Court, Jalpaiguri
*In the case of election to Council of States or States or election ; qr':larner ¢ ti}_e CﬁurF i ~|2. Add. District Judge, 3rd Spl. Court
to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) |No
in place of name of Constituency. T
Signature of office bearer of the Political Party ¢ |Edealconykuon, fiany POTARETIELE
Sd/- f |Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
Suman Paul g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

State General Secretary
Indian National Congress (INC), West Bengal

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.
Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications,
2 |achievements and merit of the candidate, and not
merg ;winnabilcity" at the polls (not more than 100
words

The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly
constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
a very good chance of winning

» ‘ - A

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal
3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 15 - DHUPGURI (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate HARISH CHANDRA RQY and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

| get the inside information and
get inside the information.
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investigative journalism.
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Name of Paolitical Party
*Name of the Election

Name of State/UT

(1) Name of the Constituency

FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)

WEST BENGAL

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026

131, KAKDWIP ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate NASIRUDDIN AHMED W.e f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 76/Q of S24PED of 2026-
27)

S' N{] iv) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different

—— locations under Pujali PS for deployment of CAPF/SPF for General

1 Criminal antecedents Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15 days

mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100

iy — . p , : 27)
d NEJ[UT‘E' Df the DﬂE"ﬂEE Rlﬂtlng' Erlmlﬂm tl"ESFlElSS, mISGhIEf' CﬂUSIﬂg Slmﬂle hl..ll't v) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different
. locations under Kalitala PS for deployment of CAPF/SPF for General
b |Case no. KadeIﬂ' PS Case No. 507/2015 Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15 days
N f th C t K k{f : W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 78/Q of S24PED of 2026-
C dame o1 the wour arkawi 27)
p vi) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different
d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No locations under Nodakhali PS for deployment of CAPF/SPF for General
— : Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15 days
e |Date of conviction, if dany NOT APPLICABLE W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 79/Q of S24PED of 2026-
27)

f Details of pumﬁhmﬁnt UﬂdErgDﬂE if El"l'j’ NOT APPLICABLE vii) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different
A th f t d t b Igcations under Diamond Harbour PS for d]?ployment of CAPF/?PF for
I | r n eneral Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15
g ny A TORTIANO FEC|LI| e 9. 15 gl"u’E NOT APPLICABLE days W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 80/Q of S24PED of

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly 2026-27)
; ’ b : iii) Te Electrical Installati d DG Set, hire basis at
, | Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, | constituency and is associated with various social work. He has ifferont lovations under Magranat PS for ceployment of CAPFISPF for
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not| a very aood chance of winnin General Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15

yg g

Govt. of West Bengal.

Short Notice Quotation Tender is hereby invited by the Executive
Engineer, PWD, South 24 Parganas Electrical Division, 57/2, Diamond
Harbour Road, Kolkata-700023 from the eligible contractors for the
following works. Name of Works: i) Temporary Electrical Installation
and DG Set, on hire basis at different locations under Usthi PS for
deployment of CAPF/SPF for General Election to Legislative Assembly
of West Bengal 2026. (For 15 days W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref:
NIQ No. 74/Q of S24PED of 2026-27)

ii) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different
locations under Bishnupur PS for deployment of CAPF/SPF for General
Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15 days
W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 75/Q of S24PED of 2026-
27)

iif) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different
locations under Maheshtala PS for deployment of CAPF/SPF for General
Election to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal 2026. (For 15 days

W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 77/Q of S24PED of 2026-

days W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 81/Q of S24PED of

2026-27)
ix) Temporary Electrical Installation and DG Set, on hire basis at different

A ; o ; i ; locati der S PS for depl t of CAPF/SPF for G |
Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social Eloction to Legislafive Assembly of West Bengal 2026, (For 15 days

3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly. W.e.f. 12.04.2026 ) (Tender Ref: NIQ No. 82/Q of S24PED of 2026-
more than 100 words) 27)

Datg of Permission: : 11.04.2026 L!pto 01..00 P.M Bid Submission
NEITIE‘ Df thE‘ EDHStItUEHE}I’ 131 1 KAKDWIP ASSEMBLY GDNSTITUENCY closing: 11.04.2026 Upto 01.30 P.M Bid opening Date: 11.04.2026 after
Name of the candidate NASIRUDDIN AHMED and so on

02.00 P.M.
* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

words)

Sd/- A. Haldar
Executive Engineer, PWD
South 24 Parganas Electrical Division

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

indianexpress.com

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

Name of Political Party INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

*Name of the Election WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 94 —- BAGDA (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate PRABIR KIRTANIYA

Sl. No
1 | Criminal antecedents

Wrongful restraint, voluntarily causing hurt to a public servant,

a | Nature of the offences criminal defamation

b |Case no. 1. Bagda PS Case No. 397/11
2. Bagda PS Case No. 151/17
3. Bagda PS Case No. 151/17

¢ |Name of the Court 1. Ld. JM at Bongaon
2. Ld. ACJM at Bongaon
3. Ld. JM at Bongaon

d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No

e |Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

f | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE

g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly

Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, | constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
2 | achievements and merit of the candidate, and not a very good chance of winning

mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
words)

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 94 — BAGDA (SC) ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate PRABIR KIRTANIYA and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

| get the inside
information and get
inside the information.

Inform your opinion with
investigative journalism.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

“"IMPORTANT?™

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verity its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
INdividuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
Nnecessary inqQquiries before sending any monies or
entering iNto any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.
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FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)

E w Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates
& w (As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
q u contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
7p) Llj Name of Political Party ; INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
7y z < *Name of the Election : WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
QD o Name of State/UT : WEST BENGAL
= & =) (1) Name of the Constituency 53 - SUJAPUR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Q. O Name of the candidate : MD ABDUL HANNAN
X U SI. No
@ iD 1 |Criminal antecedents
o= ® a |Nature of the offences Assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge
(40 : = of his duty
‘.E G 5 b |Case no. Englishbazar PS Case No-2093/23
c * vy = ¢ |Name of the Court LD. CJM Court, Malda
omm < d |Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | No
5 e |Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
= f |Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
Y O g |Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
VT - - oo -
The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is exiremely popular in the assembly
Q o | Selection shall be with reference to the gualifications, | constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not| a very gag?ghanﬂe of winning
E* mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
words)
/./ Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a "u"EIXI good potential and has a social
f 3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 53 - SUJAPUR ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate MD ABDUL HANNAN and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

ith
ives.

FormatC -7

(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms &website of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

mnionw

| look at every side
before taking a side.

0
Q. (/)] (As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt
° L petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
1 Q Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
= Q_ Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
— Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL
° = (1) Name of the Constituency : 218 - EGRAASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
>' - Name of the candidate : ANJAN KUMAR PATTANAYAK
E o SI. No
- S 1 | Criminal antecedents
° m a. | Nature of the offences wrongful restraint, attempt to commit culpable homicide not
(T 'a amounting to murder, damage to property
c - b. | Case No. ' Egra PS Case no - 615/2022
N emm - c. | Name of the Court LD. ACJM AT CONTAI COURT, PURBA MEDINIPUR
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 218 - EGRAASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate ANJAN KUMAR PATTANAYAK and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned

in place of name of Constituency.
P o Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

epaper.indianexpresﬁ.-&um.. .
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FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platiorms &website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons E m
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates °
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt O m
petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011) A m 0
Name of Political Party . INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ) T
Name of the Election . WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026 & z <
Name of State/UT . WEST BENGAL Q oY
(1) Name of the Constituency : 276 - DURGAPUR PURBA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY = & -
Name of the candidate . DEBESH CHAKRABORTY Q. x O
Sl No X O
1 | Criminal antecedents ) u L
a. | Nature of the offences Unlawful assemby, house trespass, obstruction of a public = O
servant 1°) : E
(] |
b. |Case No. Durgapur PS Case No. 267/2013 y e @ )
c. | Name of the Court JM 3RD COURT, DURGAPUR .E ® é
d. | Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) | NO -E 7
e. | Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE : 84
f. | Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE N 8
g. | Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE Q,) =
2 | The reasons for the selection of the candidate. Selection | The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly constituency ,,:
shall be with reference to the qualifications, | and is associated with various social work. He has a very good
achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere | chance of winning &
"winnability" at the polls (not more than 100 words)
3 | Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social //f
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not | standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 276 - DURGAPUR PURBA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate DEBESH CHAKRABORTY and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party
(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary
West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

ith

FormatC -7
(for political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website of the party)
Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates, along with the reasons
for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates
(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated 13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
contempt petition (C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)

inionw

Name of Political Party : INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

*Name of the Election : WEST BENGAL STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2026
Name of State/UT : WEST BENGAL

(1) Name of the Constituency 31, CHAKULIA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

Name of the candidate : ALl IMRAN RAMZ

Sl. No

1 | Criminal antecedents

Chaos in political movement, domestic violence, provocation
a | Nature of the offences with intent to cause riot, house trespass, causing damage to
property, mischief by injury, attempt to murder, Voluntarily
causing grievous hurt, theft, unlawful assembly, criminal
conspiracy, wmngijul confinement, obstructs a public servant
from discharging their public functions, criminal intimidation

Chakulia ps -20/2026

Chakulia ps -52/2026

Chakulia ps -473/2025

Chakulia ps -291/2025
Beniapukur P.S Case no 36/2024
A.C 1045/2024

Chakulia ps -176/2023

Kishanganj PS Case no 525 /2019

Acjm Islampur

Acjm Islampur

Acjm Islampur

Acjm Islampur

Acjm, Sealdah, Kolkata

Ld. 6th JM at Alipore

Acjm Islampur

LD. District & Session Judge, Kishangan|

O
O
-
©
)
n
e
-
»
O
»
O
O
—
O

over sensation.
Inform your op
credible journalism.

b |Case no.

¢ | Name of the Court

RO LA PO = | 00 LGN LI i L3 o =L

Whether charges have been framed or not (Yes/No) |[No B
Date of conviction, if any NOT APPLICABLE

Details of punishment undergone, if any NOT APPLICABLE
Any other information required to be given NOT APPLICABLE

The reasons for the selection of the candidate.| The candidate is extremely popular in the assembly

Selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, | constituency and is associated with various social work. He has
2 |achievements and merit of the candidate, and not a very good chance of winning

mere "winnability" at the polls (not more than 100
words)

Reasons as to why other individuals without criminal | The Candidate has a very good potential and has a social
3 |antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not| standing and acceptability throughout the assembly.
more than 100 words)

Name of the Constituency 31, CHAKULIA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY
Name of the candidate ALI IMRAN RAMZ and so on

* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned
in place of name of Constituency.

| —n| D | .

Signature of office bearer of the Political Party

(Sourav Ghosh)
General Secretary

West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

Kolkata
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|s your opinion yours?

Your opinion should belong to you.

A voice that is your own.

Undeterred. Uncompromised. And brave.

A conscience that isn't at peace,

until the truth is uncovered.

A mind that isnt fuelled by

someone else’s thoughts.

Where actions are based on informed opinions
and not ignorant assumptions.

Because it’s not about going where everyone goes.
Or being part of a trend because it is one.
Or taking sides because you don’t know enough.

It's about freedom.
The freedom to have an opinion that's yours.

At Indian Express, we stand by this freedom.
We celebrate it by being unbiased and independent.
And by having a voice that isn't afraid to speak its mind.

#InformYourOpinion
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